
 

Seeking and Savoring Jesus 
1 Peter 1:10-12 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning, my name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. Today we are                
continuing with an emphasis on one of our five Antioch identities, our identity as              
Disciples. Here’s how we define what it means to be a disciple:  
 
A person who has been united to Jesus and is characterized by the gospel advancing in                
them and the gospel advancing through them.  
 
The most important thing to note about this identity is that it comes not just from                
something we do, but from something that’s been done to us. A disciple has been               
united to Jesus. That’s what the symbol of the yoke is meant to represent––Jesus laying               
his yoke upon us and changing us as his gospel advances within us. But it doesn’t just                 
advance in us, but also through us, flowing out, and even allowing us to place a yoke on                  
others, coming alongside them to help them take on the identity of disciples of Jesus.  
 
This emphasis is led by a new sermon series in the letter of First Peter which we’ve                 
subtitled “Everyday Exiles”. You might think to yourself, “What does our identity as             
Disciples have to do with the letter of First Peter?” That’s a great question, and I didn’t                 
know the answer myself without help from a couple of pastors from England, Tim              
Chester and Steve Timmis. Together they wrote the book, Everyday Church: Gospel            
Communities on Mission. It lays out what it means to be disciples of Jesus together, in                
other words, to be a church, in the context of a culture where you’re not automatically                
respected or socially privileged for being a Christian. The cool thing is they didn’t write               
this simply because that’s how it is in England, or in a growing sense here in America,                 
but they wrote it as a practical commentary on the letter of First Peter. That’s why in                 
addition to reading, meditating, and praying through First Peter, we encourage you to             
grab a copy of Everyday Church and read it as well.  
 
Today we’re picking up where Trey left off last week, in 1 Peter 1:10-12 with a sermon                 
titled, “Seeking and Savoring Jesus”. You can find that passage on page 1014 if you’re               
using one of the Bibles in the chairs. Here’s the roadmap for this passage: the main                
idea is: rejoicing in your exile means seeking and savoring Jesus in the past, present,               
and future. That means we’ll consider each point in time, first, seek and savor Jesus in                
the past (verses 10-11), second, seek and savor Jesus in the present (v. 12), and then                
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finally, the admonition to seek and savor Jesus in the future will serve as our primary                
application.  
 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word.                  
Again, today’s passage is 1 Peter 1:10-12. Church, hear the word of the Lord:  
 
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to              
be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of               
Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the              
subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but               
you, in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached               
the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long                 
to look. 1 Peter 1:10-12 

 
May the Word preached here today echo in our hearts and among the nations. And all                
God’s people said, Amen. You may be seated.  
 
Exposition 
 
As always, I’m so grateful for how Trey uses his gift of teaching to introduce new                
sermon series with a detailed look at the context and overview of the book. Last Sunday                
he helped us to see who the letter of First Peter was written to and why it was written to                    
them: it’s little groups of Gentile Christians scattered across what is now modern-day             
northern Turkey, people who don’t quite fit in the world because they don’t belong to the                
world––they belong to Christ. They are exiles. The letter opens in such a way that being                
marginalized as God’s people is actually part of the privilege of being God’s people; and               
that is worth our rejoicing rather than just our grieving.   1

 
Since today I’m also preaching from the introduction of the letter, there’s something I’d              
like to add about the context. Remember with me for a moment who is writing this letter.                 
We know it’s Peter, the leader of the apostles and the closest friend of Jesus. But let’s                 
consider his past a bit together. He’s often known (and beloved) as the Bible character               
who says some of the most profound things and some of the dumbest things, often in                
the course of the same conversation. For example, consider this one from Matthew 16: 

 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,               
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the                  

1 Trey Moss, “Rejoice in Your Exile, 1 Peter 1:1-9” 
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Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to                
them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the                  
Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!               
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.                 
Matthew 16:13-17 
 
Here, God has allowed Peter to begin seeing the truth that the whole world has been                
waiting for, that Jesus is the truth we’ve been waiting for. Oh, but wait for it... 
 

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and                 
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on                
the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,                 
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to                   
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your                 
mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” Matthew 16:21-23 
 
Here is a man with the nerve to rebuke the Son of God he’s just confessed. He tells                  
Jesus more or less, ‘You’ll never suffer and die, not on my watch!’ And even though                
Jesus makes it clear that Peter has the same mindset as Satan, Peter keeps on               
hindering things; and later he even draws his sword and attacks those who came to               
arrest Jesus.  Peter was hell-bent on keeping Jesus from suffering.  2

 
Ya’ll––this is the same guy who from the beginning to the end of his letter is going to                  
encourage us in our suffering. How in the world did this happen?! How could someone               
change so much? What we’re talking about here is nothing short of a chrysalis. You               
know what a chrysalis is? It’s the transformation a caterpillar goes through on its way to                
becoming a butterfly. How can something this ugly have anything to do with something              
this beautiful?! What could possibly have happened to bring this change about?  
 
Peter tells us from the very beginning of his letter: 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy,                 
he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus                 
Christ from the dead, 1 Peter 1:3 
 
This is more than a change of thinking––this is a change of being. Now Peter really gets                 
it. He’s been born again to the kind of hope that doesn’t keep him struggling against                

2 John 18:10 
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Jesus with his mind on this life. Instead, he’s suffering with Jesus with his mind on the                 
life to come. We need to keep Peter’s journey in mind as we read his letter. As people                  3

who naturally resist the sufferings that come with picking up a cross daily and following               
Jesus, we need Peter’s story to activate real-life hope in his words. We need to see so                 4

great a salvation afresh, so that we can rejoice––we can savor––Jesus in every phase              
of our complicated lives.  
 
I. Seek and Savor Jesus in the Past - vv. 10-11 
 
In order to hit us with the full force of this great salvation, Peter first turns our eyes                  
toward the phase of life we call the past. This brings us to our first big takeaway today:                  
seek and savor Jesus in the past. We read this in verse 10: 
 
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to              
be yours searched and inquired carefully, 1 Peter 1:10 
 
It’s kind of weird phrase––to seek and savor Jesus in the past––right? What does that               
look like? We can’t go back and live the past. Well, Peter shows us here how to                 
correctly understand history according to the Bible. From among his Old Testament            
people, God sent prophets to prophesy. And they didn’t just prophesy doom and gloom;              
the heart of their messages were about––as surprising as it may seem––grace, “the             
grace that was to be yours”.  
 
The grace he’s referring to is the “New Covenant experience of salvation blessings” that              
come through Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. How do we know that? Well, one              5

of the things we’re learning in Men’s Disciple Training is anytime we have a question               
about Scripture, our first step is to seek to answer it with Scripture, often from the                
surrounding context. So, look at verse 11.  
 
11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he                
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 1 Peter 1:11 
 
It shows specifically what the Holy Spirit was predicting when he moved the prophets to               
prophesy about grace. They weren’t saying just saying grace as though it’s this             
immaterial thing that God gives like flurries from heaven. No, when the prophets             

3 Edmund Clowney, The Message of First Peter, The Bible Speaks Today Series, Loc 762-771 
4 Matthew 16:24 
5 Wayne A. Grudem, 1 Peter: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, 
72-73 
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predicted grace they were specifically predicting “the sufferings of Christ and the            
subsequent glories.”  
 
Honestly, my temptation here is to give about a dozen examples in the Old Testament               
where this happens. But the problem with that is they would be passages you probably               6

already associate with Jesus, which might affirm the idea that only certain parts of the               
Old Testament are about Jesus. Instead, I want to tell a New Testament story:  
 
The very day Jesus had resurrected, two of his disciples were walking along the road to                
a village called Emmaus. Amazingly, Jesus himself started walking alongside them for a             
while, but they didn’t recognize him. Even though they had been told by the women who                
visited the tomb that morning that it was empty and that they had seen a vision of                 
angels who said Jesus was alive, they were still crushed that Jesus hadn’t turned out to                
be the savior they had hoped for. And here is how Jesus responded:  
 
25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets                   
have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and               
enter into his glory ? [“sufferings and subsequent glories”]” 27 And beginning with Moses              
and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures [in the entire Old                
Testament] the things concerning himself. Luke 24:25-27 
 
Friends, not just according to Peter, but according to Jesus, the entire Old Testament is               
pointing to––of all things––Jesus! In other words, the grace to be ours through the              
sufferings and glories of Christ. He isn’t just the ultimate example of suffering and glory               
among many in the Bible––his is the suffering that brings the glory. “Jesus is therefore               
not simply the one of whom the prophets speak; he is the one who speaks through the                 
prophets.”   7

 
What Peter has done here is make the connection between his non-Jewish Christian             
readers and the Old Testament message. They’re not part of some separate new             
religion only associated with Jesus Christ of Nazareth. No, the gospel message in which              
they have believed is the same gospel message of the Old Testament.   8

 
 
 

6 Grudem, 75 
7 Clowney, Loc 803-806 
8 Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, Loc 2475-2481 
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1) Seeking and Savoring Jesus in the Past Means Identifying with the Old             
Testament Message 
 
What does that mean for us? It defines seeking and savoring Jesus in the past as                
identifying with the Old Testament message. No longer should it be the part of the Bible                
we only blow the dust off of when we’re feeling emotional and need a good psalm. No,                 
this massive collection of 39 books is a party just waiting to happen, a refuge for                
seeking and savoring Jesus.  
 
2) Seeking and Savoring Jesus in the Past Means Identifying with the Old             
Testament Believers 
 
But not only that, it’s also the means for identifying with the Old Testament believers.               
We also read in verses 10 and 11 that these prophets “searched and inquired carefully,               
inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ was indicating”. These people didn’t              
robotically spit out transcripts of God’s words like a printer that just goes back into sleep                
mode afterward. Every drop of them was caught up in the experience, and they longed               
and searched for the full meaning of their prophecies, squeezing every drop of insight              
from them.   9

 
But unfortunately, we don’t usually see them as real people, more like us than not.               
They’re distant and legalistic and cliquey and ignorant, and have little to offer us as               
educated Christians in a modernized world. How sad! When we fail to fully identify with               
these brothers and sisters in Christ, we’re missing out on so much encouragement to              
endure, to rejoice in our own exile. As Paul the apostle puts it,  
 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through              
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures [and remember, in the            
immediate context his day, “the Scriptures” meant the Old Testament; that through it]             
we might have hope. Romans 15:4 
 
II. Seek and Savor Jesus in the Present - vv. 12 
 
This makes for a fitting segue to our second big takeaway today: seek and savor Jesus                
in the present. If we grow in identifying with the message and the believers of the Old                 
Testament as a way to seek and savor Jesus, we will find ourselves realizing more and                
more that we are unbelievably privileged. Look at Romans 15:4 again: “whatever was             

9 Clowney, Loc 822-825 
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written in the former days [once again, the entire Old Testament] was written for our               
instruction”. Now let’s follow that with what Peter writes in verse 12: 
 
12 It was revealed to them [the prophets] that they were serving not themselves but you,                
in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the               
good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to                 
look. 1 Peter 1:12 
 
Why would this be of any significance to these scattered Gentile Christians? You can              
almost hear them saying, ‘Oh so, people we don’t really know who prophesied things              
we haven’t really studied actually had their eyes on us. And, angels whom we don’t               
really see who do things we don’t really know about also have their eyes on us. How is                  
that supposed affect our situation of being marginalized by a society that thinks             
Christians are wackos?’ That may seem presumptuous toward Peter’s readers, but we            
do the same thing when we read the Bible or hear a sermon and kind of subconsciously                 
shrug our shoulders, not really digging into what’s being said. So let’s really dig in here.  
 
To tell these Christians that all the holy people who came before them were actually               
serving them, and that all the holy angels are fascinated by them, it’s Peter’s way of                
saying there’s something really, really special about them.  
 
It’s like being a prized athlete, and everyone at the college level wants you to continue                
playing at the college level, while everyone at the professional level wants you to come               
play at the professional level. All eyes are on you; there’s just something about you.               
Except, how confusing would it be if you actually weren’t that good? It would be like,                
‘Uh, why do people care?” 
 
Likewise for these Christians, it was probably hard to understand or believe that the              
prophets and the angels really cared. That’s because however flattering Peter sounded,            
they were still surrounded by a culture that treated them like foreigners, like people who               
didn’t really belong. In other words, they didn’t live in Christendom. The authors of              
Everyday Church define Christendom as “the formal or informal alliance of church and             
state...that [provides] Christianity [with] a privileged status in the cultural and political            
discourse of the nation.” The recipients of Peter’s letter may not have been thrown to               10

the lions just yet, but they were experiencing the kind of social exclusion that inevitably               
moves in that direction.  

10 Tim Chester and Steve Timmis, Everyday Church: Gospel Communities on Mission, 19 
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And here is where we will struggle to relate to the message of First Peter, because the                 
United States has been a place of Christendom. Christianity has had a privileged status              
in the cultural and political discourse of our nation’s history; and many Christians believe              
we should fight tooth and nail to maintain every thread of that privilege. The thing is, if                 
we don’t address this early in this sermon series, then we probably won’t really identify               
with the original believers to whom it was written. In fact, we will likely feel guilty that we                  
aren’t like them.  
 
So here goes––in Europe most of Christendom is dead, and the United States isn’t far               
behind. In his book After Christendom Stuart Murray describes the “transitions that mark             
the shift from Christendom to a post-Christendom culture: 
 

● From the center to the margins. In Christendom the Christian story and the             
churches were central, but in post-Christendom these are marginal. 

● From majority to minority. In Christendom Christians comprised the (often          
overwhelming) majority, but in post-Christendom we are a minority. 

● From settlers to sojourners. In Christendom Christians felt at home in a culture             
shaped by their story, but in post-Christendom we are aliens, exiles, and pilgrims             
in a culture where we no longer feel at home. 

● From privilege to plurality. In Christendom Christians enjoyed many privileges,          
but in post-Christendom we are one community among many in a plural society.  

● From control to witness. In Christendom churches could exert control over           
society, but in post-Christendom we exercise influence only through witnessing to           
our story and its implications. 

● From maintenance to mission. In Christendom the emphasis was on maintaining           
a supposedly Christian status quo, but in post-Christendom it is on mission within             
a contested environment. 

● From institution to movement. In Christendom churches operated mainly in          
institutional mode, but in post-Christendom we must become again a Christian           
movement.”  11

 
So church, the unique blessing and burden of American Christendom is going away;             
and our response shouldn’t be either to fight for an earthly kingdom or to just lay down                 
and die. More than ever before, it is time to read Peter’s letter as a message written to                  
us, to everyday exiles. 
 

11 Stuart Murray, Post-Christendom: Church and Mission in a Strange New World, 11-12 via Chester and 
Timmis, 20 
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And if we do that, that means the prophets really did have us in mind when they                 
prophesied––and they knew they were serving us instead of themselves. And the            
angels, they really do long to look into our lives and wonder over what glorious things                
God is accomplishing by sending his Son to be crucified and rise again. All eyes really                12

are on us; there really is something special going on. “Of all the times to be alive in                  
human history, it is [the greatest] privilege to be alive [right now,] in the [age] following                
the coming of Christ,” when the gospel is revealed and preached! What a blessing!              13

Jesus put it this way: 
 
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. 17 For truly, I say                    
to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, and did not                
see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. Matthew 13:16-17  
 
It’s a blessing so great that even a marginalized minority of Christians can see they are                
actually “more privileged than either the prophets of old or the angels above.” And              14

what power that has to help you suffer well, to rejoice in your exile, to seek and savor                  
Jesus in the present.  
 
Conclusion 
 
One of the things I’ve been reminded of already during this sermon series is how high                
and intangible many of these amazing truths can be. So I want to try really hard to get to                   
everyday life application. How do we do that today? I think that if we are seeking and                 
savoring Jesus in the past, and seeking and savoring Jesus in the present, then our key                
takeaway for application is to seek and savor Jesus in the future.  
 

Application: Seek and Savor Jesus in the Future 
 

1) Seeking and Savoring Jesus in the Future Means Longing For the Future             
Revelation of Jesus 

 
Let me be specific in what I mean by this. Seeking and savoring Jesus in the future                 
means longing for the future revelation of Jesus. If we are identifying with the Old               
Testament message and the Old Testament believers, then we’re going to discover yet             
another way that we’re not that different. These people lived with a longing in the pit of                 

12 Clowney, Loc 832-835 
13 Jobes, Loc 2619-2621 
14 Jobes, Loc 2657-2661 
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their stomachs for the arrival of their Savior. I mean, look at this example from as early                 
as Genesis 5: 
 
28 When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son 29 and called his name Noah,                 
saying, “Out of the ground that the Lord has cursed, this one shall bring us relief from                 
our work and from the painful toil of our hands.” Genesis 5:28-29 
  
See the longing there? You can almost hear Lamech shouting, “Come soon!” 
 
But how is that different from God’s everyday exiles today, safe in Christ but left for the                 
world’s good; longing and waiting for the return of our Savior, having no idea of its day                 15

and hour? Despite the privileges of our age in history, we too are meant to live with a                  16

longing in the pit of our stomachs, crying out some of the last words of the Bible, 
 
Come, Lord Jesus! Revelation 22:20 
 

2) Seeking and Savoring Jesus in the Future Means Living For Those Who             
Come After Us 

 
But seeking and savoring Jesus in the future doesn’t just mean longing for the future               
revelation of Jesus, but also living for those who will come after you. That’s the clearest                
connection here to our identity as disciples. If we, like the saints of the Old Testament,                
have our minds on what’s coming, then we won’t be stuck on living this life for                
ourselves. No, like them we will see our opportunity not to serve ourselves, but our               
future brothers and sisters in Christ. That’s what disciples do, they pass on the grace               
they’ve been given.  
 
They don’t just parent to have clean-cut kids who make them look good. They want to                
make little disciples who will grow up to walk even more closely to Jesus than their                
parents did, and who will make disciples of their own, changing the very trajectory of the                
history of a family line.  
 
And disciples don’t just want the church to nourish them; they want to feed others. Not                
just in order to look busy, but to help see kids or youth or visitors or neighbors or                  
Nepalis or young moms or the sorrowing feast on Jesus and grow.  
 

15 Moss, 2 
16 Matthew 24:36 
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And we don’t forget, all that we’re receiving this morning is coming from a man who did                 
this very thing. Peter’s letter was an investment in those who would come after              
him––even you and me. Church, blessed are our eyes, for we see, and blessed be our                
ears, for we hear. Therefore we look at our past, present, and future and say along with                 
Peter, and unto every future disciple we seek to make, 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy,                 
he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus                 
Christ from the dead, 1 Peter 1:3 
 
On the night Jesus was betrayed, he took a loaf of bread and broke it and said to his                   
disciples, “This is my body, which is broken for you; eat this in remembrance of me.” He                 
also took a cup of wine, and after blessing it, gave it to his disciples and said, “This cup                   
is the new covenant marked by the shedding of my blood. For as often as you eat this                  
bread and drink from this cup, you announce the Lord’s death until he returns.” Today               
we are announcing that Jesus Christ is the grace the prophets preached and the              
angels adore.  
 
Our tradition here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it                   
in the juice. There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available to                 
your right. If you’re a baptized believer, come and remember who you are and whose               
you are. If you’re a believer but not yet baptized, before coming to the table, we would                 
love to help you first come and declare your faith publicly through baptism. If you’re not                
a Christian, this sacred symbol is not for you, but rather than taking communion, we               
encourage you to take Christ. He has made himself available to you this very moment.               
There will be pastors and prayer warriors in the back to talk and pray with you about any                  
need you have. Let’s pray. 
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