
Pursuing Jesus Together 
Philippians 3:12-21 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning! My name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. Today we are 
continuing in our sermon series on Philippians, which we summed up from the very 
beginning with the phrase, “Sharing in the Joys and Sorrows of the Gospel”. It’s kind 
of a strange subtitle, right? Like, aren’t we supposed to title these things in such a 
way that people want to come hear about them?  
 
Well, I hope that somehow this phrase is encouraging to you, not because you 
particularly like sorrows or something, but because you want to learn about God in a 
place where you get the whole story, not just, “Hey, believe in Jesus and you can 
have your best life now and every day can be a Friday.” No, when it comes to sharing 
in the gospel, the sorrows always stand alongside the joys, and we are a church who 
embraces both.  
 
Our passage for today is Philippians 3:12-21 if you would like to turn there in your 
Bibles; that’s page 981 if you’re using one of the Bibles in the chairs. Today’s sermon 
is going to build on last Sunday’s sermon in many ways. Since last week’s title was 
“Knowing Jesus Together,” this week’s title is “Pursuing Jesus Together”. Last week 
we considered Paul’s message of how the most important thing in life is knowing 
Jesus Christ as Lord. So today the main idea goes like this: If knowing Jesus Christ 
as Lord is the most important thing in life, then we will pursue Jesus above everything 
else. I think today’s passage shows us four ways we pursue Jesus together: by 
pressing on, thinking maturely, following examples, and looking ahead.  
 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s 
word. Hear the word of the Lord: 
 
12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make 
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this 
way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only 
let us hold true to what we have attained. 17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep 
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