
Thunder Over Philippi 
Philippians 2:19-30 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Today we carry on in our sermon series on Philippians: Sharing in the Joys and 
Sorrows of the Gospel. Now some of you may have been wondering how in the world 
we came up with the artwork for this series. As always, there was intentional thought 
behind it. Over the course of the Sabbath Year, a year which we set aside to catch 
our breathe by rooting and resting in Christ, we have used the image of a tree 
bearing fruit. With Philippians serving as the closing series in the Sabbath Year, we 
wanted to return to that imagery, but not just as a single tree, but a forest of trees 
growing into maturity together, just as we see reflected in the church at Philippi.  
 
We have made our way to Philippians 2:19-30, an easily overlooked passage in this 
letter, but a powerful one. We’ve considered the epic first part of chapter two which 
laid out how low Jesus became and now how high he is lifted up; and then Todd 
walked us through the middle part of the chapter that called us to follow Jesus and 
shine like lights in the world. This week we receive from Paul two examples of 
Christlike people who are literally shining lights over Philippi. So it seemed fitting on 
this weekend to title this sermon, “Thunder Over Philippi”.  
 
Here’s the heart of today’s message: Genuine concern and sacrifice for others shows 
that Jesus Christ is Lord. That truth will admonish us to action in two ways: Let us 
follow Timothy’s example of concern for others - vv. 19-24, and Let us follow 
Epaphroditus’ example of sacrifice for others - vv. 25-30. With that said, if you are 
able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word. If you’re using one of 
the Bibles in the chairs, you can find today’s passage on page 981. Hear the word of 
the Lord: 
 
19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I too may be 
cheered by news of you. 20 For I have no one like him, who will be genuinely 
concerned for your welfare. 21 For they all seek their own interests, not those of 
Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he 
has served with me in the gospel. 23 I hope therefore to send him just as soon as I 
see how it will go with me, 24 and I trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will come 
also. 25 I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and 
fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need, 26 for 
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