
 

Failing to Speak the Truth in Love 
Job 42:7-9 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning! My name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. Today officially marks                
the halfway point in our series and emphasis on church membership which we’ve titled,              
“Speaking the Truth in Love”. We’ve been learning that speaking the truth in love is a                
normal part of what we commit to one another as part of the privilege of being fellow                 
members of the body of Christ.  
 
Thankfully, the Bible provides both good and bad examples of it. Whereas last week we               
looked at a good example from the lives of Esther and Mordecai, this week we’re going                
to a look at a not-so-good example from the lives of Job and his friends.  
 
So the title of today’s sermon is “Failing to Speak the Truth in Love” from Job 42:7-9.                 
You can find that passage on page 446 if you’re using one of the Bibles in the chairs.                  
Here’s the main idea of the message: Speaking the truth in love requires us to see our                 
own need for it. What we’ll learn step-by-step from today’s passage is that when we               
speak the truth without seeing our own need it angers the Lord, it fails to receive, and it                  
demands a sacrifice.  
 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word.                  
Again, today’s passage is Job 42:7-9. Church, hear the word of the Lord:  
 
7 After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite:                 
“My anger burns against you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of                
me what is right, as my servant Job has. 8 Now therefore take seven bulls and seven                 
rams and go to my servant Job and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves. And my                 
servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer not to deal with you according                  
to your folly. For you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” 9 So                    
Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and did              
what the Lord had told them, and the Lord accepted Job’s prayer. Job 42:7-9 

 
May the Word preached here today echo in our hearts and among the nations. And all                
God’s people said, Amen . You may be seated. 
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Exposition 
 
When I served as a missionary in East Africa fresh out of college, God gave me the                 
unexpected grace to be part of what is called a “church planting movement”. When I               
arrived, the team there had only seen a handful of people come to know Christ. By the                 
time I left three years later, there were thousands of new believers and dozens of new                
churches, more than you could count. It was an amazing experience.  
 
So, when I came back home to get married and be part of the church before returning                 
overseas, I was convinced that I had all the answers to the church’s problems. I was so                 
eager not just to report all that the Lord had done, but to call out churches for their lack                   
of biblical obedience, and thus their lack of seeing church planting movements. I was so               
zealous that I can still remember on the night before my wedding, sitting with my               
groomsmen and exhorting them to bail on the organized church and start their own              
church planting movements.  
 
To my surprise, however, rather than giving me opportunities to bless others with my              
great wisdom and strategy, God put me to work at a mall Chick-fil-a––for a year. I was                 
miserable. And no matter how much I cried out for answers or begged for relief, God did                 
not respond.  
 
Now, eight years later, I know it was exactly what my prideful heart needed. And beyond                
a shadow of a doubt, without it I would not be able to stand before you week after week,                   
teaching tenderly and realistically about God’s gospel and God’s mission. Instead, I            
would be cutting you down and calling you to my level; in other words, I’d be speaking                 
truth without seeing my own need for it.  
 
A similar thing has taken place in the life of Job, the main character in today’s passage.                 
Right before we picked up the story in verses 7-9, Job has just finished his own year in                  
a mall Chick-fil-a. Actually, it’s far worse than that; Job has been through hell in many                
ways. Even though he was a man whom “there [was] none like on the earth...blameless               
and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil,” God allowed him to be                1

tested by Satan to show that Job loved God for God, not just for what he got from God.                   
Satan then literally took everything from Job: his children, his servants, his wealth, and              
his health.  
 

1 Job 1:1, 8 
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So Job eventually called God out with what seemed to him to be the truth––that God’s                
justice is not always fair. He even demanded that God come and explain himself in               
person. To his surprise, God did. God showed up in the form of a massive storm cloud,                 
and rather than telling Job about the purpose of his suffering, he took Job on a detailed                 
tour of the universe. Then he asked Job if he has the ability to run the world or to even                    
understand it. And finally it hit Job like ton of bricks. He thought he had every reason to                  
call God out. But in reality, trying to understand why God does things is so complex it’s                 
like an ant trying to understand brain surgery.  Then with a deeply humbled heart,  2

 
Job answered the Lord and said: 2 “I know that you can do all things, and that no                  
purpose of yours can be thwarted.3 [And here Job repeats one of God’s earlier              
questions to him, ] ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ [And Job             3

admits,] Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me,               
which I did not know. 4 [And then again Job repeats something God had said to him, ]                 4

‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you make it known to me.’ 5 [And Job                   
admits again,] I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; 6                    

therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” Job 42:1-6 
 
This is a glimpse into Job’s journey in seeing his own need. In coming to this place                 
where he despises his own great wisdom and embraces an even greater dependence             
on God, he finds beauty in the midst of his ashes. And the story actually goes on to end                   5

quite well for him.  
 
But it does not end so well for a few other characters in the book. These are the friends                   
of Job who had come to “comfort” him in his suffering. The best way to describe their                 
comfort was coined by Job himself, who uses a word that means “torturer-comforters”.             6

They do well the first week of their arrival, weeping with Job on the ground in ashes. But                  
after that they end up spending thirty-four chapters in the book of Job debating with him,                
eventually even condemning him. In other words, they come speaking the truth without             
seeing their own need. And this angered the Lord, which is our first stopping point in                
today’s passage. 
 
 
 

2 “The Book of Job,” The Bible Project, https://thebibleproject.com/explore/job/  
3 Job 38:2 
4 Job 38:3; 40:7 
5 Francis I. Anderson, Job: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries, 
314-315 
6 David J.A. Clines, Job 38-42 , Word Biblical Commentary, 1233-1234 
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I. Speaking Truth Without Seeing Our Own Need Angers the Lord 
 
We read this in verse 7: 
 
After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite:                
“My anger burns against you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of                
me what is right, as my servant Job has. Job 42:7 
 
This is the first time we see the Lord angry in the whole book of Job––even despite all                  
the crazy things that have been said and done, even by Satan. And this isn’t just the                 
Lord being a little frustrated. The language used here means he is so angry that unless                
someone holds him back, he’s going to break with his character of being merciful and               
gracious and slow to anger and act “outrageously” toward Job’s friends––in other            7

words, he’s gonna take this outside.   8

 
Why is he so angry? To understand this we have to go back to what the friends had said                   
to Job about God. Here’s the breakdown of their argument: 
 
Argument Implication Conclusion 
God is just. God runs the world fairly. Job “must have” sinned.  9

 
Basically, what they had done was claimed “to know for certainty things they did not               
know and so were falsely accusing Job while mouthing beautiful words about God”; or              
another in another way of putting it, they had been “hypocrites who would heap              
accusations on a tormented soul to uphold their theological position.” And in so doing,              10

they hadn’t just tortured their friend, they had misrepresented God.  
 
Just think about this: if these guys had accused Job of sinning because he suffered in                
life, what would they have said about Jesus, who suffered unto death? Their proud              
theology would have no room for God unfairly punishing his perfect Son for their sins. 
 
And so, no wonder God was angry! But it’s not that these friends were just a class of                  
turds all their own; their way of thinking actually represented how most people thought              
in the ancient world. And it’s not that different from today. It’s why when you ask                11

7 Exodus 34:6; Psalm 86:15; Joel 2:13 
8 Clines, 1232-1233 
9 “Read Scripture: Job,” The Bible Project, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=274&v=xQwnH8th_fs  
10 Elmer B. Smick, Job , The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 1057 
11 “Read Scripture: Job,” The Bible Project 
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people what they think gets them into heaven many of them say, “By being a good                
person; by doing more good than bad.” It’s karma; it’s getting what you deserve.  
 
And it’s what we do when we interpret the lives of others without a deep sense of how                  
much we don’t know . When we’re quick to speak our opinion to others as though it’s                
truth, we need to hear the warning of James, that the tongue 
 
is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it                    
we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come                 
blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. James 3:8-10 
 
Simply to echo James, brothers and sisters, let us not anger the Lord by speaking the                
truth without seeing our own need for it. 
 
II. Speaking Truth Without Seeing Our Own Need Fails to Receive 
 
Because not only does it anger the Lord, but we fail to receive. This is our second                 
stopping point in today’s passage. Read with me in verses 7-8, I want you to look for a                  
statement that the Lord says twice word-for-word: 
 
7 After the Lord had spoken these words to Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite:                 
“My anger burns against you and against your two friends, for you have not spoken of                
me what is right, as my servant Job has. 8 Now therefore take seven bulls and seven                 
rams and go to my servant Job and offer up a burnt offering for yourselves. And my                 
servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer not to deal with you according                  
to your folly. For you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.” Job                   
42:7-8 
 
Did you catch it? Twice the Lord says to Job’s friends, “For you have not spoken of me                  
what is right, as my servant Job has.” It sets up this comparison between Job and his                 
friends. Now, we’ve already heard the argument of Job’s friends and why the Lord was               
angry with them. But what about Job? What was his argument? 
 
Argument Implication Conclusion 
God is just. God runs the world fairly. Job “must have” sinned. 
 
I’m innocent. My suffering is not fair. God doesn’t run the word fairly.  12

12 “Read Scripture: Job,” The Bible Project 
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Now, we might hear this and think, “Ya know, Job’s argument isn’t really any better than                
his friends’”––and especially when you read any of the parts where Job is really giving               
God a piece of his mind. How is this considered right in the eyes of God? Well, unlike                  
his friends, Job spoke what he knew to be true. He really hadn’t committed any great sin                 
to deserve God’s punishment––so his suffering truly wasn’t fair. And even though he             
was harsh and unhappy about it, Job was right when he said that God doesn’t run the                 
world fairly (or in other words, according to “retribution,” where everyone immediately            
gets what they deserve).  13

 
So, even though this reality about God was a bitter pill for Job to swallow, it was                 
necessary to prepare him to receive God as he really is. And this is the constant tension                 
we all face in this life. Do we want to fashion God in our likeness––which is the much                  
easier and more common route––or do we want to know him for who he is, and let him                  
fashion us in his likeness? Because Job chooses to receive the truth about God, he’s               
able to receive the truth about himself; and that’s why we hear him saying things like,                
“now my eye sees you; therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” He’s                14

still a broken down mess without answers, but yet, somehow, he’s free.  15

 
Meanwhile, his friends, who have viewed themselves the entire time as morally and             
theologically superior, now have to admit they were idiots. They had gone in to speak               16

the truth with guns a’blazing, but they’re the ones who ended up shot to pieces. And this                 
is what happens when we go to speak the truth without seeing our own need for it. As                  
the wisdom of Proverbs tells us, 
 
A fool takes no pleasure in understanding,  
but only in expressing his opinion. Proverbs 18:2  17

 
When we go in guns a’blazing, we fail to receive what God wants us to understand. And                 
the damage we do to God, others, and ourselves will require someone to clean up the                
mess.  
 
 
 
 

13 Clines, 1231; Smick, 1057 
14 Job 42:5-6 
15 Andersen, 314-315 
16 Clines, 1233-1234 
17 David Powlinson, Speaking the Truth in Love: Counsel in Community, 15 
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III. Speaking Truth Without Seeing Our Own Need Demands a Sacrifice 
 
And that’s just what we see here in the story as we approach our third and final stopping                  
point, that speaking the truth without seeing our own need demands a sacrifice.             
Returning to what the Lord said to Job’s friends in verse 8, we read, 
 
8 Now therefore take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and offer up                  
a burnt offering for yourselves. And my servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept                 
his prayer not to deal with you according to your folly. For you have not spoken of me                  
what is right, as my servant Job has.” Job 42:8 
 
If it’s not clear enough from the Lord’s anger that the friends had gone too far, then just                  
look at what they have to do make up for it. Offer up seven bulls and seven rams as a                    
sacrifice. There are several instances in the Old Testament where seven bulls and             
seven rams must be sacrificed to the Lord, but they are usually providing atonement for               
all of God’s people , not just three people.  Wow, what a crazy high price to pay!  18

 
But think about it. Show up to spit truth at someone without praying or fasting or                
searching the Scriptures or seeking counsel or sifting emotion, and you could do             
damage to a relationship that might take a lifetime to undo. Think of the people who                
have done that to you in your own story and how hard it is to trust them or forgive them.  
 
In a similar way, that seems to be how the Lord feels toward Job’s friends. But here’s                 
the amazing thing. It’s not really the seven bulls and rams that are going to make                
atonement for Job’s friends. No, the Lord required something more. Look at verse 8              
again: “take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and offer up a burnt                  
offering for yourselves. And my servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his                
prayer”. It’s ultimately the presence of Job and the prayer of Job that will calm the Lord’s                 
anger toward the friends.  
 
And to prove that Job’s heart really has been humbled through all this, he actually does                
this for his friends, the torturer-comforters, as we see in verse 9: 
 
9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went and               
did what the Lord had told them, and the Lord accepted Job’s prayer. Job 42:9  19

 

18 Ezekiel 45:23; Numbers 23:1, 29; 1 Chronicles 15:26; 2 Chronicles 29:21; Clines, 1232 
19 Clines, 1233-1234; Andersen, 316 
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