
 

The End of All Things 
1 Peter 4:7-11 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning, my name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. What a gift to have so                   
many children in our church—what an opportunity to make disciples!  
 
Speaking of that, we’re keeping on in a three-month emphasis on our identity as              
Disciples, as well as our journey through the letter of First Peter in a series subtitled,                
“Everyday Exiles”. I invite you to open your Bibles with me to 1 Peter 4:7-11, which you                 
can find on page 1016 if you’re using one of the Bibles in the chairs. The title of today’s                   
message is “The End of All Things,” and I really want to apply it to today’s focus on                  
children and family. So the main idea is a question: Now that we know the end of all                  
things, how should we live in the church and the home? There are four answers Peter                
gives, which—don’t worry parents—I’m going to cover as brief bullet points this            
morning: (1) Keep a clear head so you can pray - v. 7, (2) Keep loving one another so                   
you can stay in relationship - v. 8, (3) Keep showing hospitality so you can be thankful -                  
v. 9, (4) Keep using your gifts so you can serve one another - vv. 10-11a. 
 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word.                  
Again, today’s passage is 1 Peter 4:7-11. Church, hear the word of the Lord:  
 

7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the                
sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a                
multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each has               
received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 11                 

whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who              
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be              
glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever.             
Amen. 1 Peter 4:7-11 

 
May the Word preached here today echo in our hearts and among the nations. And all                
God’s people said, Amen . You may be seated. 
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Exposition 
 
Ok, show of hands: who has gone to see Avengers Endgame? What’s the hype with this                
movie? Well, in the previous Avengers movie left you hanging with really bad things              
happening. It totally takes advantage of our obsession with the end of the world and               
how it will be destroyed and how it will be saved.  
 
One of the most interesting things about Christianity is it too reveals the “endgame,” so               
to speak. It shows us the end of the world and how it will be destroyed and how it will be                     
saved—more than that, we are the characters in the drama.  
 
But when a passage begins with “the end of all things is at hand,” it’s usually not so                  
much the spirit of Avengers that comes to mind, but something more like a street               
preacher with a doomsday sandwich board draped over his shoulders. And when you             
see an image like that, what’s the expected response? Freak out!  
 
So that’s probably what we think is about to ensue when Peter says, “The end of all                 
things is at hand; therefore…” freak out! Live like nothing matters except the fact that               
any moment now the world will end.  
 
And indeed, throughout the Bible the future is often used to as a basis for how we are to                   
live in the present. If you were with us last summer as we walked through the book of                  1

Ecclesiastes, you’ll remember how over and over it taught us how to live in light of the                 
reality of our death. But interestingly, whenever the Bible talks about the end of all               
things, it doesn’t tell us to freak out, but actually just the opposite.  
 
I. Keep a Clear Head So You Can Pray - v. 7 
 
This brings us to our first answer to the question, now that we know the end of all                  
things, how should we live in the church and the home? Peter says to keep a clear head                  
so you can pray. Read with me in verse 7: 
 
7 The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the                
sake of your prayers. 1 Peter 4:7 
 
When Peter uses the phrase “The end of all things is at hand,” he’s not just referring to                  
the end of the world. It’s more of the last stage in a process. Because it’s the last stage                   2

1 Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, Loc 6461 
2 Jobes, Loc 6489-6514 
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in the process, we should be “self-controlled and sober-minded”. That’s a pretty sharp             3

contrast with the description Peter gives back in verse 3 about how non-Christians live:              
“in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry.”          4

There’s nothing clear-headed about that mess.  
 
But being sober-minded and self-controlled aren’t ends in themselves. The real reason            
for keeping a clear head is “for the sake of your prayers”. And not just so you can pray                   
at all, but so you can pray effectively. Peter knows this well. Remember, he was the                5

guy who failed to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane and ended up falling into the                
temptation of bailing on Jesus and his faith.   6

 
So, think about this in the church and the home. In the church, with all the needs among                  
us and around us, I don’t know about you, but I’m tempted daily to freak out and get in a                    
frenzy. But what does our church need most? Prayer! And the attentiveness it brings to               
God in the midst of our crazy. 
 
And in the home, come on parents, you can’t tell me you’re not tempted to freak out and                  
get into a frenzy with your kids! Just in keeping them alive, let alone in discipling them.                 
But what do you and your kids need most? Prayer! And not just as another thing to do,                  
but as an application of the gospel— ‘Father, this child is yours, and I’m depending on                
you because this tantrum feels like the end of the world.’ 
 
II. Keep Loving One Another So You Can Stay in Relationship - v. 8 
 
But not only does Peter say to keep a clear head so you can pray, but also keep loving                   
one another so you can stay in relationship. This is our second answer to the question.                
Look at verse 8: 
 

8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 
 
Well, anytime we see the phrase “Above all,” it must be pretty important. “Above all,               
keep loving one another earnestly,” Peter says. Again, this isn’t end-of-the-world,           
emotionally intense love. The words here describes a love that’s being stretched, a slow              
and constant growth so it doesn’t break.   7

3 Wayne A. Grudem, 1 Peter: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, 
180 
4 Jobes, Loc 6536 
5 Grudem, 181 
6 Clowney, Loc 2578 
7 Jobes, Loc 6558; Clowney, Loc 2599 
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It seems the reason Peter calls us to this kind of love is because it “covers a multitude                  
of sins”. This doesn’t mean that our love somehow takes care of sin before God, or that                 
we are supposed to ignore the sin of others (remember our Speaking the Truth in Love                
series). What Peter’s talking about is the kind of love that thinks the best and not the                 8

worst of others; not viewing every word and action with suspicion, and when necessary              
going and talking with the offender rather than hating them behind their back.   9

 
Now, this is a clear enough application in the church, but what about the home? To the                 
extent that husband and wives share this kind of stretching love, it will not only keep the                 
marriage alive but shape the children. Toddlers may step on your feet, but teenagers              
step on your heart. And if we don’t recognize our own need for the slow and constant                 
love of God, how will we ever give that kind of love to our children? And as they get                   
older and see us for who we really are, not perfect mommy and daddy, but messy mom                 
and dad, how can we expect them to compassionately love us back?   10

 
Church, families, let us keep loving one another so we can stay in relationship.  
 
III. Keep Showing Hospitality So You Can Be Thankful - v. 9 
 
Loving one another in this way not only allows us to continue being in relationship, it                
allows us to continue being in one another’s homes. This brings us to our third answer                11

to the question of how we should live in light of knowing the end of all things: keep                  
showing hospitality so you can be thankful. Look with me at verse 9: 
 
9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 1 Peter 4:9 
 
Although it’s good to show hospitality to all people, what Peter has in focus here is                
showing hospitality to one another. And that is consistently the greater focus throughout             
the New Testament.  12

 
But there’s another part of this verse, and it consistently shows up throughout the Old               
Testament: grumbling. Often we see the people of God grumbling, or complaining with             
their hearts and mouths in a way that is ultimately rebellion against God. And what this                
does is kill our joy and thankfulness.   13

8 Jobes, Loc 6558-6584 
9 Grudem, 181 
10 Clowney, Loc 2599 
11 Jobes, Loc 6606 
12 Grudem, 181; Jobes, Loc 6606-6629; Galatians 6:10; Acts 2:46 
13 Grudem, 181; Exodus 16:6-8; Numbers 14:27, 16:11 
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