
The One Who Fears God 
Ecclesiastes 7:15-29 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Jaimashi and good morning! Kids may be dismissed at this time. My name is Brad and 
I’m one of the pastors here. This is my friend Chali and she will be interpreting today’s 
sermon in Nepali. Our passage for this gathering is Ecclesiastes 7:15-29. The title of 
today’s sermon is “The One Who Fears God”.  
 
If you desire to be one who fears God, here is what this passage has to teach you: Fear 
God because we are not right, but he is. Since today’s passage is long, we will simply 
work through it one verse at a time instead of standing to read it now. May the Word 
preached here today echo in our hearts among the nations.  
 
Exposition 
 
I would like to begin today with a question. Let’s say I am traveling to another country. In 
that country I meet someone who is coming to America soon as a refugee. That person 
asks me, “What is it like in America?” I tell them, “In America everything is wonderful. 
The weather is always beautiful. Everyone has lots of money. You don’t have to work 
hard. There is no crime. Life is perfect in America. You will love it!” Let me ask: did I tell 
that person the truth? [No!] Of course not! Yes, America is a sovereign nation governed 
by the U.S. Constitution. But that does not mean life here is perfect.  
 
In a similar way, the author of Ecclesiastes has told us to trust in the sovereign God.  1

But just because God is sovereign does not mean life is perfect. The author is 
committed to being completely honest with us about life. That means life is sometimes 
very unfair.  Look at verse 15 with me: 2

 
I. Fear God - vv. 15-18 
 
In my vain life I have seen everything. There is a righteous man who perishes in his 
righteousness, and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his evildoing. 
Ecclesiastes 7:15 
 

1 Ecclesiastes 7:13-14 
2 Philip Graham Ryken, Ecclesiastes: Why Everything Matters, 165 
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We have all seen this in life. A good person dies young, while an evil person lives long. 
It’s been this way from the beginning. Think about Cain and Abel, the sons of the first 
man and woman. Cain killed his righteous brother, but then he lived on a long time.  3

Think about Jesus Christ, the most righteous man of all. He died at age 33, while those 
who sentenced him lived on as rulers.  
 
So when we see bad things happening to good people, what should we do? Should we 
try harder to please God? Or should we just give up on God?  The author answers us in 4

verses 16 and 17: 
 
16 Be not overly righteous, and do not make yourself too wise. Why should you destroy 
yourself? 17 Be not overly wicked, neither be a fool. Why should you die before your 
time? Ecclesiastes 7:16-17 
 
Becoming overly righteous means trying to be good enough to get God’s attention.  5

Becoming too wise means figuring out how to make God give you attention. Both of 
those things lead to pride. And the Bible says pride goes before destruction.   6

 
On the other hand, we might be tempted to just not care at all. Since the good die young 
and wicked live long, why not just be wicked? Drugs. Murder. Theft. Gluttony. But being 
overly wicked often leads to an unfortunate death. If we are not supposed to be too wise 
or too foolish, then what are we supposed to be? The author tells us in verse 18: 
 
It is good that you should take hold of this, and from that withhold not your hand, for the 
one who fears God shall come out from both of them. Ecclesiastes 7:18 
 
How are we to keep from being too good or too bad? By being one who fears God.  If 7

we fear God we do not have to get his attention. If we fear God we do not want to 
disobey him. If we fear God, a long life is not our only hope. There is great freedom in 
being one who fears God.  8

 
 
 

3 Genesis 4:1-16; Sidney Greidanus, Preaching Christ from Ecclesiastes: Foundations for Expository 
Sermons, Loc 2411-2414 
4 Greidanus, Loc 2423-2424 
5 Greidanus, Loc 2427-2436 
6 Proverbs 16:18; Greidanus, Loc 2437-2441 
7 Ryken, 167 
8 Greidanus, Loc 2455-2459 
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II. Fear God Because We Are Not Right - vv. 19-23 
 
And we don’t just fear God because life is often unfair. We also fear God because we 
recognize we are not right. The author shows us this in verses 19-20: 
 
19 Wisdom gives strength to the wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city. 
20 Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. 
Ecclesiastes 7:19-20 
 
Wisdom is a powerful thing. Most cities are fortunate to have one wise ruler. Imagine a 
city that had ten wise rulers. What a strong city that would be! But it would not be as 
strong as wisdom given to a wise person.  What happens when wisdom is given to a 9

wise person? They become even wiser! What happens when wisdom is given to a 
foolish person? They become even more foolish! Why? Because now they think they 
are wise. “I know it all,” they think to themselves. But the more a wise person knows, the 
more they realize they don’t know. They are humbled. They see that no one is 
righteous, no not one.   10

 
Verses 21 and 22 show us an example of how this works: 
 
21 Do not take to heart all the things that people say, lest you hear your servant cursing 
you. 22 Your heart knows that many times you yourself have cursed others. Ecclesiastes 
7:21-22 
 
Because the fool thinks highly of himself, he thinks lowly of others. He hears someone 
cursing him, and he hates that person. But the wise thinks the best of others. She 
remembers how many times she has cursed others. Or texted while driving. Or been 
rude on a bad day. And so she reminds herself of her need for grace. And she has 
enough left over for others.  
 
The author of Ecclesiastes shows us how this had worked in his own life. Look at verses 
23 and 24: 
 
23 All this I have tested by wisdom. I said, “I will be wise,” but it was far from me. 24 That 
which has been is far off, and deep, very deep; who can find it out? Ecclesiastes 
7:23-24 
 

9 Ryken, 172 
10 Romans 3:10 
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Ecclesiastes is one of the wisest books in the world. It was written by someone who 
made wisdom their main pursuit in life. But his pursuit led him to fear God instead of 
himself. He became wise by realizing he was not wise, but God is. He became right by 
realizing he was not right, but God is.  
 
III. Fear God Because We Are Not Right, But He Is - vv. 23-29 
 
Next he describes how he came to realize God is right. Read with me verses 25 and 26: 
 
25 I turned my heart to know and to search out and to seek wisdom and the scheme of 
things, and to know the wickedness of folly and the foolishness that is madness. 26 And 
I find something more bitter than death: the woman whose heart is snares and nets, and 
whose hands are fetters. He who pleases God escapes her, but the sinner is taken by 
her. Ecclesiastes 7:25-26 
 
We now arrive at a very difficult part of the passage. It seems as though the author is 
saying that women are worse than men. But that is not true. Remember, he has already 
said that no one on earth is righteous.  So there are a few things we can do:  11

 
One, we can just ignore this part of the Bible. But it’s never a good idea to ignore the 
words of God.  
 
Two, we can look to how wisdom literature is written. In Proverbs 7, foolishness is 
described as though it is a person. And that person is an adulterous woman. The 
Proverbs say that giving in to foolishness is like giving in to an adulterous woman. It will 
destroy your life. So the author of Ecclesiastes might be telling us that foolishness is 
more bitter than death.  12

 
Or three, we can take this literally. This means the author is referring to a certain kind of 
woman. The woman who will use a man just for her own pleasure. If this is the case, 
then the author is also referring to a certain kind of man. The man who will gladly do the 
same to her. So they do something to one another that isn’t loving. And their adultery is 
more bitter than death.  The author’s thoughts continue in verses 27 and 28: 13

 
27 Behold, this is what I found, says the Preacher, while adding one thing to another to 
find the scheme of things—28 which my soul has sought repeatedly, but I have not 

11 Ecclesiastes 7:20 
12 Greidanus, Loc 2493-2539 
13 Zack Eswine, Recovering Eden: The Gospel According to Ecclesiastes, 181-182 
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found. One man among a thousand I found, but a woman among all these I have not 
found. Ecclesiastes 7:27-28 
 
Once again, we are faced with a few options: 
 
One, we can ignore this part too.  
 
Two, the author could be using wisdom literature again. Wisdom literature is often 
written from the perspective of a father to a son. That would explain why the author 
seems to be more critical of women. In that case, he is actually saying that both a wise 
man or a wise woman is hard to find.   14

 
Or three, we can take the author literally. In his search for meaning, he looked among a 
thousand men and a thousand women. And among them he only found one man who 
was wise. Whether or not Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes, this is reflective of his story. We 
are told that he foolishly took 1,000 women into his house. But not just any women. 
These were women who worshiped other gods. And they turned Solomon’s heart away 
from fearing God.  Why was there no wise women among them? Because there were 15

almost no wise men teaching the fear of God!  16

 
Regardless of how we interpret these verses, the conclusion is the same. We see it in 
verse 29: 
 
See, this alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many 
schemes. Ecclesiastes 7:29 
 
Conclusion 
 
We might be tempted to say, “God, you are sovereign, so this is your fault!” But, the 
brokenness of our world is not God’s fault. He is right. He made us to be upright. After 
he created the first man and woman he said it was very good .  So who’s fault is it that 17

our world is imperfect? The beginning of the Bible also tells us. Genesis 3:6 says this,  
 

14 Greidanus, Loc 2493-2539 
15 1 Kings 11:1-8 
16 Eswine, 183-185 
17 Genesis 1:26-31 
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So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 
and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Genesis 3:6 
 
Although God made the man and woman upright, they have sought out many schemes. 
And here is the first scheme! And some people might say, “Look, it was the woman’s 
fault.” But who was with her? The man! The man who was supposed to care for her as 
his own flesh.  When the woman refused the will of God, she refused what it meant to 18

be a woman. When the man refused to protect her, he refused what it meant to be a 
man.  Both of them were seeking out a scheme. Their scheme was to become wise 19

apart from God.  Now compare their scheme to our scheme of today. Paul describes 20

our scheme in Romans 1: 
 
21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 

Claiming to be wise, they became fools, Romans 1:21-22 
 
When we do not fear God, we claim to be wise apart from him. And that is how we 
become fools! We think we can change ourselves apart from him. We think we are more 
right than others apart from God. We think that doing more good than bad can make us 
right apart from God. But that is the wisdom of fools. The one who fears God says, 
“Here is my wisdom…” 
 
30 And because of [God] you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 1 Corinthians 1:30 
 
The one who fears God says, “Jesus Christ is my wisdom. He is my everything! Apart 
from him I can do nothing! But because of him, I don’t have to scheme anymore. 
Through Jesus, God has made me upright once again.”  
 
Today we have the privilege of witnessing this in someone’s life. Baptism is one of the 
most important steps of obedience a Christian can take. It is a declaration and display of 
the total salvation Jesus has already provided for us. A person is lowered into the water 
to symbolize the death of Jesus. Then the person is raised from the water to symbolize 
the resurrection of Jesus.  

18 Genesis 2:23-24 
19 Elisabeth Elliot, “Let Me Be a Woman,” https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/let-me-be-woman/  
20 Genesis 3:5 
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Today we have one person who is declaring her new life in Christ through baptism: 
Teresa Donaldson. At this time, her mother Laura, will read her testimony. Then her 
father, Tim, will be assisting with her baptism. 
 

I was brought up in a Christian home and went to church on Sundays, like a 
normal Christian kid. I knew all the Bible stories I was supposed to, but I didn’t 
really know what God was like, or how to have a relationship with Him. There 
wasn’t really any one moment when everything fit in place, but there is one 
event that I’ll never forget.  It came  in an awesome ten minutes on my knees in 
the living room, crying out to God about how much I needed Him to forgive my 
sins.  The last night of Crossings Camp was important, too. I saw my small group 
leader at the cafe. We walked over to the lake and she asked to hear my story. I 
completely opened up. I told her things I hadn’t told my parents. It was so easy. 
At the end of our chat, I felt like the last puzzle piece had fell in place: The ability 
to see the whole picture. To see that not only am I prepared for a new life in 
Christ, I’m ready. I feel like I now have a full understanding of what the Gospel 
means for me. It’s really easy to relate it to the story of Abraham and his son. It’s 
scary to think that I’m meant to be on the altar, ready to die for my sins, but it’s 
easy to be thankful for the Lamb of God who appeared in the bush, to be 
sacrificed instead. Just as Christ rose again, I will rise up into a new life in Christ. 
I’m ready. 

 
Teresa, thanks be to God for what he has done in your life! Baptism not only means you 
have committed to be a disciple of Jesus, but it also means the church commits to help 
disciple you. Church, we should feel the weight of this responsibility! Let us pray 
especially for Teresa’s parents and also her mentor, Litza Craig. 
 
Teresa, there is only one more question we would like to ask before you are baptized. 
What is your sacred confession? [Jesus is Lord!] 
 
The Bible tells us "there is rejoicing in the presence of angels over one sinner who 
repents."  That doesn't mean just angels rejoice, but God himself is rejoicing in their 21

presence. But at the same time, our enemy, Satan, "prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour."  We must pray for the protection of our sister.  22

 
At this time we invite the pastors and anyone else who wants to come to pray for 
Teresa. When we have finished, Patrick will close us. 

21 Luke 15:10 
22 1 Peter 5:8 
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[Prayer] 
 
[Trey] Teresa, come forward and step into the water. Our sister, in light of your 
confession and evidence of a changed life, I baptize you in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Truly your sins have been washed away! 
 
On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, broke it 
and gave it to his disciples and said to them, “This is my body, which is broken for you; 
eat this in remembrance of me.” He also took a cup of wine, and after blessing it, gave it 
to his disciples and said, “This cup is the new covenant marked by the shedding of my 
blood. For as often as you eat this bread and drink from this cup, you announce the 
Lord’s death until he returns.” We are announcing that Jesus Christ is still raising people 
from the dead!  
 
Our tradition here is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it in the 
juice. If you’re a baptized believer, come and remember what Jesus has done for you. If 
you’re a believer but not yet baptized, let us know so we can help prepare you for 
baptism and communion. If you’re not a Christian, this sacred symbol is not for you, but 
rather than taking communion, we encourage you to take Christ. He has made himself 
available to you this very moment. Today we would like to invite our newly baptized 
sister in Christ to come forward and be the first to receive communion. Let’s pray… 
  

8 



Bibliography 
 
Sidney Greidanus, Preaching Christ from Ecclesiastes: Foundations for Expository  

Sermons 
 
Philip Graham Ryken, Ecclesiastes: Why Everything Matters 
 
David Gibson, Living Life Backwards: How Ecclesiastes Teaches Us to Live in Light of  

the End 
 
Zack Eswine, Recovering Eden: The Gospel According to Ecclesiastes 
 
Elisabeth Elliot, “Let Me Be a Woman,”  

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/let-me-be-woman/  

9 

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/let-me-be-woman/

