
 

The Call to be Humble and Wise 
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Today we travel on through our series in the book of Ecclesiastes, which we have 
subtitled, “Getting Over Life Under the Sun”. One of the reasons this series is timely 
for our church is because of how much Ecclesiastes speaks about the value of the 
everyday work God has given us. In the church it’s easy to exalt the “professional 
Christian” so to speak--the pastor or the missionary. But I love that almost every 
single one of our pastors here at Antioch, including the men we’re installing today, 
serve the body of Christ in addition to their respective vocation. And it’s not just that 
they go above and beyond their jobs--them striving to abide in Christ in their 
workplace is itself a precious gift to the church.  
 
Interestingly, however, there is one passage in Ecclesiastes where the author lays 
aside the theme of work. It’s like he clocks out of the work site, puts down his hard 
hat, and steps quietly into the house of God. And so it’s fitting for us, on a day when 
we’re celebrating two new leaders that God has provided for this sacred place and 
people, to consider a passage that instructs all of us not just how to work wisely, but 
worship  wisely.  
 
Our text then is Ecclesiastes 5:1-7, and the message I’ve titled as “The Call to be 
Humble and Wise”. Here’s the basic truth of this message in just a few words: Wise 
people are humbled in the house of God. And to embrace that truth for ourselves, the 
passage urges us to, one, receive from God reverently (vv. 1-3) and respond to God 
carefully (vv. 4-7).  
 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s 
word. Again, today’s passage is Ecclesiastes 5:1-7. That’s page ___ if you’re using 
one of the Bibles in the chairs. The text will also be on the screen. Hear the word of 
the Lord: 
 
1  Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better 
than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing evil. 2  Be 
not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for 
God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few. 3 For a 
dream comes with much business, and a fool's voice with many words. 4 When you 
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