
 

We, Not Me 
Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:16 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning! My name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. Today we are 
continuing in our sermon series on the book of Ecclesiastes titled, “Getting Over Life 
Under the Sun”. One of the reasons I was drawn to Ecclesiastes coming out of the 
Sabbath Year, and year in which we took time to rest and renew our missional focus, 
was knowing that we’d be tempted to jump into an unsustainable pace for our church. 
Often the people who are the most passionate about God’s mission can be the 
people who are the least considerate of God’s boundaries. Simply put, we can easily 
work ourselves to death. And so Ecclesiastes has much to say about the boundaries 
of the world in which live, and the wisdom it takes to navigate them.  
 
Last week’s passage emphasized the God’s boundaries of time and how we 
disregard those boundaries. Today’s passage emphasized God’s boundaries of living 
among our neighbors and how we disregard those boundaries as well. In light of that, 
I’ve titled today’s message, “We, Not Me”.  The main idea of the message is built on 1

what Jesus described as the greatest commandments, so it goes like this: You can 
either hate your neighbor and so destroy yourself, or love your neighbor and so love 
yourself.  We’ll be breaking today’s passage into two big chunks, one which shows us 2

that our world teaches us to hate our neighbor (3:16-4:3) and the other which shows 
us that our work teaches us to hate our neighbor (4:4-16). Hopefully that will prepare 
us well for the good news awaiting us at the conclusion.  
 
Rather than our usual practice of standing to honor the reading of God’s word, since 
our passage is so long today, we’re going to read it in parts as we go. Again, today’s 
passage is Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:16. That’s page 554 if you’re using one of the Bibles 
in the chairs. May the Word preached here today echo among the nations. And all 
God’s people said, Amen . You may be seated.  
 
Exposition 
 
If the book of Ecclesiastes were written today I think it’s title would be this: Woke. 
Have you heard or seen this phrase? According to Urban Dictionary woke is “like 

1 David Gibson, Living Life Backwards: How Ecclesiastes Teaches Us to Live in Light of the End , Loc 916 
2 Gibson, Loc 948 
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