
 

Beholding God At All Times 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning! My name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. Happy Father’s 
Day! I know today might seem like a great occasion to go somewhere (anywhere!) 
other than the depressing ol’ book of Ecclesiastes in order to celebrate and 
encourage dads, but no, we will be sticking with our summer sermon series titled, 
“Getting Over Life Under the Sun”. Although God our Father might appear in 
Ecclesiastes and in our lives to be the cranky old man upstairs who pounds his cane 
on the floor anytime we get a little too rowdy, today’s passage points us to the 
heavenly Father we can trust at all times. So on this Father’s Day, we might say 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 is perfect timing--pun intended.  
 
I’ve titled today’s message, “Beholding God At All Times”. If you wanna know how 
this message could be summed up in a sentence, here it is: Time isn’t on our side, 
but God is. I think today’s passage can be broken down like this: the author gives us 
a poem about time and then provides two conclusions.   1

 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s 
word. Again, today’s passage is Ecclesiastes 3:1-15. That’s page 554 if you’re using 
one of the Bibles in the chairs. The text will also be on the screen. Hear the word of 
the Lord: 
 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 

2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 

1 Sidney Greidanus, Preaching Christ from Ecclesiastes: Foundations for Expository Sermons, Loc 909-911 
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