
 

 The Call to be Bold and Wise 

Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 

 

 

Introduction 

 

As we continue in our sermon series on the book of Ecclesiastes titled, “Getting Over 
Life Under the Sun,” we are also continuing in the theme of today’s gathering: how all 
who are called to come to Jesus are also called to go with Jesus into his mission. Of 
course, Ecclesiastes probably isn’t the first book that comes to mind when people think 
about God’s mission. But it does teach us to be wise, which brings to mind Jesus’ words 
of commissioning in Matthew 10:16, “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the 
midst of wolves, so be wise …” To put it another way, to be wise in life under the sun is 
to live for that which is over the sun: knowing God and making him known.  
 
So today we’ll be skipping ahead to Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 with a brief message titled, 
“The Call to be Bold and Wise”. Here’s the main idea of this short passage: God’s 
wisdom doesn’t just lead to caution, but courage.  With that said, if you are able, please 1

stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word. Again, today’s passage is 
Ecclesiastes 11:1-6. That’s page 559 if you’re using one of the Bibles in the chairs. The 
text will also be on the screen. Hear the word of the Lord: 
 

1 Cast your bread upon the waters, 

    for you will find it after many days. 

2 Give a portion to seven, or even to eight, 

    for you know not what disaster may happen on earth. 

3 If the clouds are full of rain, 

    they empty themselves on the earth, 

and if a tree falls to the south or to the north, 

    in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. 

4 He who observes the wind will not sow, 

    and he who regards the clouds will not reap. 

5 As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman 

with child, so you do not know the work of God who makes everything. 

6 In the morning sow your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do not 

know which will prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be good. Ecclesiastes 
11:1-6 

1 Philip Graham Ryken, Ecclesiastes: Why Everything Matters, 254 
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May the Word preached here today echo among the nations. And all God’s people said, 
Amen . You may be seated. 
 
Exposition 

 
I don’t know if you have any favorites like this, but one of the movies I could watch over 
and over is Braveheart. If you’re not familiar with the film, it tells the story of a 13th 
century Scottish warrior named William Wallace. There are a number of memorable 
quotes in the movie, the most common of which is one word drawn into a revolutionary 
howl: “Freedom!” The other, which I’m not sure if Wallace even said or if it was just 
scripted for dramatic effect, but it goes like this (and you can even read it on the movie 
poster), “Every man dies. Not every man really lives.”  Not only does this seem to 2

capture the way he lived and died, it’s also quite fitting for today’s passage.  
 
We all face death--the author of Ecclesiastes, who is known to us as “the Preacher,” 
has been very clear about that. So in light of that reality, how then should we live? What 
does it mean to be wise under the sun? One author finds this theme so central in 
Ecclesiastes that he named his book Living Life Backwards: How Ecclesiastes Teaches 

Us to Live in Light of the End. “Stand by a graveside and learn how to live,” he writes.  3

Standing beside us at the graveside, the Preacher shows us our mistake in thinking that 
being wise only means being cautious. In other words, he shows us how sad it is that 
not every man really lives. He begins in verse 1, 
 

Cast your bread upon the waters, 

    for you will find it after many days. Ecclesiastes 11:1  
 

Anyone else ever read that and thought, “What in the world is he talking about?” 
Apparently that’s been the case for a lot of people, because Bible scholars have all 
kinds of different interpretations for it. Some think it’s talking about being generous; 
some think it’s agricultural; some think it’s about international trade.  I read it and think, 4

“Chunk a loaf in water and you’ll find a mushy, moldy blob in a few days.” What do we 
do in a situation like this, when a verse is hard to understand? Keep reading! Look with 
me at verse 2: 

 
Give a portion to seven, or even to eight, 

2 Wikipedia, “Braveheart,” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Braveheart  
3 David Gibson, Living Life Backwards: How Ecclesiastes Teaches Us to Live in Light of the End , Loc 
1752-1758 
4 Ryken, 254-255 
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    for you know not what disaster may happen on earth. Ecclesiastes 11:2 
 
So we’re at least gaining the sense here that the Preacher is pushing us to give 
generously. Seven being the number of perfection in the Bible, this is a poetic way of 
saying, “Give generously--and then give some more.” But don’t think of this only in 
terms of finances. This is a whole approach to life. Money, possessions, time, 
relationships, ambitions--give yourself away! Do this because you know death is 
coming.  
 
But also do this because you don’t know what disaster is coming.  War, financial 5

collapse, fire, flood, famine--when it comes--and it will--if you have hoarded everything 
up for yourself, who will you have to depend on? If you have put all your eggs in one 
basket, what happens when that basket blows away? Jesus warned us of this in a 
parable: 
 
“The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I 

do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down 

my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.19 And I 

will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 

drink, be merry.”’  20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 

and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up 

treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” Luke 12:16-21 
 
This is a life spun entirely for your own good. And ironically, it’s the life of caution from 
disaster that often ends in disaster.  It’s wrapping your identity up so tightly to one thing, 6

even a good thing, like being a missionary or a parent or an athlete or just a likeable 
person--and when that thing falls apart, you fall apart, maybe beyond repair.  It’s saying 7

to yourself, “I don’t really need Family Group,” and then when struggles come, no one is 
there to help you through. As Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians,  
 
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 2 Corinthians 9:6 
 

So sow bountifully, the Preacher is telling us. Be bold, put yourself out there, take a 
gamble on God, invest your bread in others, give out big portions. Because if you don’t, 
here’s what your life will look like (read with me in verse 3): 

5 Gibson, Loc 1818-1824 
6 Ryken, 256 
7 Gibson, 1880-1881 
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If the clouds are full of rain, 

    they empty themselves on the earth, 

and if a tree falls to the south or to the north, 

    in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie. Ecclesiastes 11:3 
 

Once again, this is one of those  verses...it’s like thanks, captain obvious. But, 
remember, what do we do when a verse’s meaning is unclear? Keep reading!  

 

He who observes the wind will not sow, 

    and he who regards the clouds will not reap. Ecclesiastes 11:4 
 

Ah, now we’re making sense. The imagery here is a farmer observing things in order to 
find the perfect time to sow his seed. Just as we learned from the Preacher’s poem 
about time in chapter 3, so many things in life are beyond our control. The farmer can’t 
control the clouds that bring the rain nor the wind that knocks down trees, yet he can 
control when to sow his seed. But he’s just standing there! Why?  
 
Maybe he’s paralyzed by the fear of failed crops. Maybe he’s consumed with the desire 
to succeed, to have the best crops. Either way, the effect is the same: he can’t produce 
anything. To put it another way, he can’t be fruitful and multiply, which is really 
unfortunate since that’s one of the most fundamental parts of being human.   8

 
A similar example showed up in another one of Jesus’ parables. In Matthew 25 he 
described a man who went on a journey and before leaving gave three of his servants 
different amounts of money. Two of the servants immediately went and invested and 
doubled their money. But the other servant dug a hole in the ground and hid his money 
in there. When the man returned to settle accounts with his servants, here’s what 
happened: 
 
24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to 

be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no 

seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have 

what is yours.’  26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You 

knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then 

you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should 

have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it 

8 Genesis 1:28 
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to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he 

will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 

away. Matthew 25:24-29 
 
A life full of God’s wisdom is not a life ruled primarily by caution and hesitation and fear. 
Is it ever wise to be cautious? Absolutely! That’s why God calls us to be holy, set apart, 
to withdraw from the ways of the world.  But holiness is not an end in itself. We are also 9

called to godliness.  Godliness refers to God’s outward-oriented character. So to be 10

godly is to be outward-oriented, to pursue, to be fruitful and multiply.  
 
Where are you holding back right now? What part of you is continuing to observe the 
wind and clouds instead of just sowing and reaping? The Preacher says to you,  

 
As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the bones in the womb of a woman with 

child, so you do not know the work of God who makes everything. In the morning sow 

your seed, and at evening withhold not your hand, for you do not know which will 

prosper, this or that, or whether both alike will be good. Ecclesiastes 11:5-6 
 
Do you have any idea how the spirit of life comes into a child at conception? I mean, we 
know a ton today about the development of babies. But we’ll never know exactly how 
God breathes an eternal soul into them. In light of such mystery you’d think the 
Preacher would say, “You never know what’s gonna happen, so go jump in a bunker 
and play it safe.” But his reasoning is the opposite. You don’t know--so stop trying to 
know! Stop trying to be God and trust in the only God--sow your seed and withhold not 
your hand and entrust the results to God. Is God not trustworthy? He says of himself,  
 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water 

the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 

eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 

empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for 

which I sent it. Isaiah 55:10-11 

 

Conclusion 

 

“The Bible most frequently uses the imagery of sowing and reaping to talk about the 
Word of God.”  God is not like us, who not only struggle to sow that seed for the sake 11

9 Leviticus 11:44-45; 19:2; 20:7, 26; 21:8; Deuteronomy 23:14; 1 Peter 1:15-16 
10 1 Timothy 6:11-12; 2 Timothy 3:12; 2 Peter 1:3 
11 Ryken, 260 
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of others, but don’t even have fertile hearts in which the seed of God’s word can come 
and take root in us. No wonder we hesitate; no wonder we’re full of caution. But God, he 
sows and there is an overwhelming harvest. At the perfect time he sent forth his living 
Word, Jesus Christ, who was described with a different name in Luke 10: Lord of the 
harvest. And here’s what the Lord of the harvest taught us:  
 

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 

alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. John 12:24 
 
This living Word, this seed full of the life of God, could have chosen to not bear fruit and 
multiply. It could have remained alone. But it fell into the ground and died in order to 
bear much fruit. This is what was happening when Jesus died on the cross, was buried, 
and rose again. He was casting his bread, sending out portions, not holding back--so 
the harvest could come in you . So you could be truly human again, and walk in his 
wisdom. True wisdom doesn’t just lead to caution, but to courage in Christ!  
 
Just as we see in a missionary of old who was boarding a ship overseas with his family, 
while people pleaded, “Don’t go! Surely you’ll die!” And he said to them, “We are 
already dead.” We too can say, “I’m not held back by the death to come! I’m not afraid 
of disaster that will strike! He will accomplish the purpose for which he sowed his seed 
in my heart.” 
 
That is exactly what we return to the table to remember. On the night he was betrayed, 
he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, broke it and gave it to his disciples and 
said to them, “This is my body, which is broken for you; eat this in remembrance of me.” 
He also took a cup of wine, and after blessing it, gave it to his disciples and said, “This 
cup is the new covenant marked by the shedding of my blood. For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink from this cup, you announce the Lord’s death until he returns.” We 

are announcing that Jesus Christ is the Lord of the Harvest in us and through us. 

 

Our tradition here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it 
in the juice. There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available to 
your right. If you’re a baptized believer, come and remember what Jesus has done for 
you. If you’re a believer but not yet baptized, let us know so we can help prepare you for 
baptism and communion. If you’re not a Christian, this sacred symbol is not for you, but 
rather than taking communion, we encourage you to take Christ. He has made himself 
available to you this very moment. There will be pastors in the back and people to pray 
with you on the sides. Let’s pray. 
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