
 Rest and Roots 
Made to Dwell 

Revelation 21:1-4 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning, my name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. Two months ago we 
started a journey together called Rest and Roots, a sermon series about resting in 
Christ and rooting our lives in him. But it’s been more than a sermon series, more than 
just thirty minutes of our lives on Sunday mornings. We intentionally chose it to kick off 
our Sabbath Year, to set the tone not only for this year but for the new season at 
Antioch.  
 
Rest and Roots has formed our worship and liturgy, our discussion in family groups, and 
our reading lists. But hopefully more than that, God has used it to affect our heads, our 
hearts, and our hands, inviting us back to him in fresh ways, to lay our heads on his 
chest in trust, and let our hearts slow to a normal pace, and release the work of our 
hands to him. Let’s remember together some of the mile markers from along the 
journey: 
 

● “Made to Rest,” Genesis 2:1-3 - We learned together that FOMO (the fear of 
missing out) isn’t just a modern cultural dynamic, but happened in the garden of 
Eden when Satan tempted Eve to disobey God, as though he was holding out on 
her. Our grand announcement from that message was, “Jesus Christ is the way 
for us to return to the rest we were made for”. 

● “Made for Sabbath,” Deuteronomy 5:12-15 - We discussed that the command to 
remember the Sabbath is not given in order to please God, but in order to lay 
down our work and remember that God is already pleased because of what he 
has done through Jesus. The grand announcement from that message was, 
“Jesus Christ isn’t just a slavedriver, but the only true God who sets us free to 
rest”. 

● “Made for Family,” Ephesians 3:14-21 - Although we were honest with each other 
about the challenges of being family (remember the awkward family photos?), 
one of God’s greatest gifts is for us to experience his love by being rooted in his 
family. The grand announcement from that message was, “Jesus Christ has 
made a way for us to be part of the family of God”. 

● “Made for Celebration,” Psalm 16 - We heard from Pastor Jason that part of rest 
includes delighting in God even in the midst of life’s difficulties.  
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● “Made for Peace,” Jeremiah 29:1-14 - We learned from Todd Robertson from a 
time when the people of God were exiled that rooting ourselves in God not only 
blesses us but also our community. The grand announcement was, “Jesus Christ 
has made a way for us to flourish not in places that look like a Thomas Kinkade 
painting, but messy places”.  

● “Made for Presence,” Psalm 46 - This message instructed us that God is our 
refuge even in chaos, like a man in a paddle boat facing a tsunami. The grand 
announcement was, “Jesus Christ is the only refuge in which we can be 
welcomed into the presence of God”. 

● “Made for Roots,” Jeremiah 17:1-8 - We considered from this message that just 
like a fin is only a visible sign of a deeper problem (the man-eating shark 
underneath it!), the proof of our need for a Savior is in our roots--our hearts. The 
grand announcement from this was, “Jesus Christ is the only One who can see 
our hearts and change our hearts”. 

● “Made for Rhythm,” Matthew 6:34 - When a child fears a monster is in her closet, 
and a parent promises, “There is no monster--trust me,” the child’s ability to rest 
depends on her capacity to trust her parent. In the same way, we often fail to rest 
because we fail to trust. The grand announcement from this message was, 
“Jesus Christ is our portion and our only way to make it through each day”. 

● “Made for Retreat,” Luke 5:15-16 - Finally, last week we heard from Pastor Matt 
about the importance of following in Jesus’ example of regularly retreating.The 
grand announcement was, “Jesus Christ is our retreat from the world to be with 
the Father”. 

 
It’s been a good journey! Yet today we get to arrive at the destination, the ultimate rest 
and roots, in a sermon titled, “Made to Dwell”. Everything thus far has been very earthy 
and focused on the right here, right now. But today it’s like we’ve reached the top of the 
mountain and we’re looking far into the distance, beyond the horizon, beyond what our 
eyes can even see, and into a land of rest that has been promised to the people of God. 
We began our journey at the beginning of the Bible in the book of Genesis and today we 
conclude at the end of the Bible in the book of Revelation. There are three big points 
that jumped out to me this week from today’s passage, and here they are:  
 

● There is a Place in Which the People of God Will Dwell 
● There is a Peace in Which the People of God Will Dwell 
● There is a Presence in Which the People of God Will Dwell 

 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word. 
Today’s passage is Revelation 21:1-4. You may follow along in your Bible or in one of 
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the Bibles in the chairs around you. If you’re using one of those Bibles, you can find 
today’s Scripture passage on page 1041. The verses will also be on the screen if you’d 
like to follow along there. Hear the word of the Lord: 
 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.” Revelation 21:1-4 
 
May the Word preached here today echo among the nations. You may be seated.  
 
Exposition 
 
Imagine that throughout your life you were involved in the planting and growing of 
multiple churches. Now you’re in the last years and your greatest joy in life is to visit and 
encourage those churches where so many people love and respect you. They’re like 
your children. But then you are banished to a tiny island off the coast, never to see 
those churches again. That’s the setting of the book of Revelation, where the apostle 
John was banished on the Isle of Patmos off the coast of Greece. There, he received a 
vision from God about how the story of God would come to an end. John’s vision was 
written down in a letter that was then sent to seven churches.  
 
Lynn and Suzanne Groce have actually been to Isle of Patmos and the ruins of the 
seven churches in modern-day Turkey. According to them, John dwelled in a tiny cave 
on the rocky, dry island. The cave opened in the direction of the seven churches to 
which his vision was directed, though he could not see them so far across the sea.  
 
Today’s passage comes toward the end of John’s vision. As many of you probably 
know, most of Revelation is filled with scary images describing the end of the world and 
the judgment of God’s enemies. But the end of Revelation is filled with beautiful images 
describing the start of a new world where God will dwell forever with his people. The 
purpose of Revelation in its time was to inform and encourage God’s people with the 
glorious things coming in the future in order to help them rest in the promise of it and 
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suffer well in the present.  And that purpose is no different today. Friends, we’ve been 1

given the whole picture, we know how the story ends! Therefore, let’s fight to believe it 
and live for it.  
 
I. There is a Place in Which the People of God Will Dwell 
 
For there is a place in which the people of God will dwell (this is our first big point for the 
day). John writes in verses one and two: 
 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
Revelation 21:1-2 
 
The way that John puts this shows a shift in what he’s seeing. Immediately before this 
John saw “a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth 
and sky fled away, and no place was found for them” (Revelation 20:11). This is the 
horrifying final judgment of God wherein anyone whose name is not found written in the 
book of life, that is to say, who does not belong to Jesus Christ, is thrown into an eternal 
lake of fire. Notice that when this throne appears, the earth and sky disappear. It’s the 
end of this world as we know it now. But it ends so that a new heaven and a new earth 
may begin.   2

 
What are we to do with this? Especially since we live in a world with more than a few 
strong opinions about heaven, such as these (which just so happen to represented in 
popular songs): 
 

● Belinda Carlisle’s hit in the 80’s, “Heaven is a Place on Earth” - It’s the idea that 
“love wins,” that the world will just keep advancing and improving until we make 
ourselves a heaven on earth.  

● Ingrid Michaelson’s more recent song, “Afterlife,” in which she sings, “We are / 
We are / We are going to live tonight / Like there's no tomorrow / 'Cause we are 
the afterlife” - This implies that there is no “heaven” as Christians have 
traditionally described--so YOLO (you only live once), live it up. It’s funny if you 
think about it, it’s similar to the song of the world identified throughout the Bible: 

1 Terry L. Wilder, J. Daryl Charles, and Kendell H. Easley, Faithful to the End: An Introduction to Hebrews 
Through Revelation, 250; G.K. Beale, The Book of Revelation, 1039 
2 Beale, 1039 
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“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die” (Isaiah 22:13, Luke 12:19, 1 
Corinthians 15:32). 

 
But the people of God are the ones who live according to the story of God, as it is told in 
this book. Thus, heaven is for real, not because a flatlining child saw a vision of it but 
because God promised it. It is a particular place that is prepared by God for his people. 
And there is some amount of continuity between the old world and the new world, to 
what extend we don’t really know.  It’s earthy and urban; it comes down out of heaven 3

from God. But just like the old body that dies is raised up as a new body that lives 
forever, this new heaven and earth, this new Jerusalem, is different. It’s far better!   4

 
If you read on about it, it may seem strange and unrealistic, but that is in part because 
John didn’t have words to describe it. For example, the proportions of the city are as 
high as they are long or wide, like a cube. What city is like that? It actually match the 
Holy of Holies, the inner sanctuary of the Old Testament temple where God’s presence 
came fully, where only the high priest could go once a year with a rope tied around him 
so he could be dragged out in case he died.  This city is made for God’s presence, all of 5

it, to dwell with his people.  
 
It all started in a garden where man and woman were able to not sin, given the ability to 
choose or reject God. It all now ends in a city where man and woman have been so 
radically changed that they are no longer able to sin at all. This is not a dreamy place, 
it’s a dwelling place. There is no chance of sin because there is no chance for faith—for 
we will see him face to face (1 Corinthians 13:12)!  
 
It’s made not for floating with clouds, but for living with Christ, together with all the 
people of God from all the nations. As one theologian puts it, “the Christian hope is 
supremely social”.  Later in the passage when John uses the word ‘people,’ it’s actually 6

plural, ‘peoples,’ pointing to cultures and languages represented among believers from 
every nation, tribe, and tongue. This is a place for those who 
 
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. Hebrews 11:16 
 
 

3 Randy Alcorn, Heaven 
4 Beale, 1040 
5 T. Desmond Alexander, From Eden to New Jerusalem, 20 
6 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, 370 
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II. There is a Peace in Which the People of God Will Dwell 
  
And God has prepared something even greater than a city for his people, which brings 
us to our second big point for today: there is not only a place in which the people of God 
will dwell, but there is a peace in which the people of God will dwell. John writes this in 
verse four: 
 
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away. Revelation 21:4 
 
The tenderness of these words is so great that it almost needs no explanation. But to 
experience the depth of it, let us consider a few things. Part of what makes this moment 
possible goes back to verse one and the easily ignorable phrase, “the sea was no 
more”.  What does the disappearance of the sea have to do with God giving peace to 7

his people? In the story of Revelation (and throughout the Bible) the sea represents 
several dark realities: 
 

● The source of evil 
● The nations who rebel against God and persecute his people 
● The place of the dead 
● The highway for idolatrous trade activity 
● A literal body of water that is massive, murky, and beyond control 

 
So what does it mean that the sea, the source of all these horrible realities, doesn’t exist 
in God’s new city? It means: 
 

● There will no longer be any threat of evil because Satan will have been judged 
forever 

● There will no longer be any threat from rebellious, persecuting nations 
● There will no longer be any threat of death, so it doesn’t need a place 
● There will no longer be any threat of idolatrous trade, so it doesn’t need a 

highway 
● There will no longer be any threat of a murky, unruly part of God’s creation, no 

need to separate nation from nation, no chance of being banished on an island 
away from the people of God, no chance of even the slightest worry because of 
total peace.   8

7 Beale, 1049 
8 Beale, 1042 
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This causes the words of Jesus to echo in our hearts: 
 
I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In [this] world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart, I have overcome the world. John 16:33 
 
Here in Revelation 21—this is his world in fullness! Here, he himself wipes away tears 
because he himself has wiped out death.  
 
The reason why the residents of this city arrive with tears and mourning and crying and 
pain is because the longer the world goes, the worse it gets. This is hard for us to 
understand because we live in a rare and momentary time and place, but as we move 
closer to this day there will become no neutral ground toward Jesus Christ and his 
people—we shall either be for him or against him, and it will cost his followers 
everything. So when they arrive in his city, they will bear the PTSD of loss and suffering 
and sacrifice.  
 
When Jesus wipes away tears, he is not only wiping away a moment of sorrow, he is 
literally wiping away the very source of sorrow.  This is not God placing his finger gently 9

below your eye to wipe away tears, but reaching into you and wiping away the abuse, 
the trauma, the mistakes, the regrets, the things that sometimes leave you questioning 
his love. 
 
What then is the application here for us? Feel guilty because you’re not suffering 
severely for your faith in Christ? Go figure out how to be persecuted? Move somewhere 
less safe? Here is what I think is an appropriate application: realize you are at war. 
Although Jesus has won the war for you through his death and resurrection, you still 
must war against enemies from without and within that pull your heart away from your 
Savior. Becoming a Christian doesn’t retire you from battle, it just moves you from one 
side to the other. I know, that doesn’t sound like a concept that fits into a series on Rest 
and Roots. I don’t know about you, but I get so weary of fighting against sin. If there is 
to be a banner over the entrance to New Jerusalem, perhaps it will say, “Welcome 
home, the war is over!”  10

 
 
 
 
 

9 Mounce 372 
10 Shane and Shane, “Waging War,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkDatEbEYvo 
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III. There is a Presence in Which the People of God Will Dwell 
  
As sweet as this place and this peace may be for the people of God, this is still yet one 
greater gift awaiting them. This brings us to our third and final big point for the day: 
there is a presence in which the people of God will dwell. In verse three John writes, 
 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. Revelation 21:3 
 
When the people of God are brought to the city of God and pass under his banner of 
peace, they are met with this great announcement, an announcement that all of creation 
has been longing for and awaiting since the beginning of the story: that God will make 
his dwelling place not a high and heavenly world, but face to face, shoulder to shoulder, 
with man. We tasted this once when, as one translation puts it, Jesus “took on flesh and 
moved into the neighborhood” (John 1:14, The Message). But that moment faded and 
left men staring into the sky and too lovesick to eat because of how much they longed to 
be with their Savior (by the way, that’s what fasting is).  
 
And there lies the appeal of new Jerusalem—God himself! It’s not just about the end of 
aging and pain, or getting to see loved ones, or having a mansion—if that’s all heaven is 
to you, then it won’t be much of a heaven, because it is prepared for those who are 
being changed in such a way that their greatest desire more and more is to be with 
Jesus forever.  
 
Hundreds of years ago the prophet Ezekiel concluded his vision of this place with these 
words: 
 
And the name of the city from that time on shall be, “The LORD Is There.” Ezekiel 48:35

 11

 
Our glimpse into John’s glimpse of the new Jerusalem is the fulfillment of what Ezekiel 
spoke of. And this is what makes it heaven: the Lord is there. One pastor puts it this 
way: “Wherever the risen Christ is, that is heaven...Jesus is now the one who makes 
“heaven” heaven. He is the one who makes it good and beautiful and desirable. He is 
the one we want.”   12

11 Leon Morris, Revelation, 233 
12 Jonathan Parnell, “Where is Heaven on Earth?” 
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/where-is-heaven-on-earth 
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Conclusion 
 
And there is the ultimate connection between heaven and earth. That’s what makes 
heaven relevant to your everyday crazy life. This is our chance to experience Jesus in 
such a way as to long for more. That’s why life takes away from us, takes away 
everything including the last breath in our lungs, so that Jesus is all we have left. This is 
what rest, sabbath, family, celebration, peace, presence, roots, rhythm, and retreat have 
all been pointing to.  
 
And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. John 17:3 
 
The question that I want to end with is this: is that what you want? I mean, this is church 
and you’re supposed to know the right answer. But that’s not what I’m asking. I’m 
asking that, if you’re honest, are you in a place where you want more of Jesus, and long 
to be with him forever? Some of you can probably answer yes. But many of you may be 
in a place I often find myself, which is struggling to want him. So here’s my application 
for all of us, wherever you may be in regard to Jesus. Let’s want to want him. Let’s take 
the risk of asking him to change us at a heart level, asking him to help us want to want 
him more. And let’s see what he does.  
 
On the night he was betrayed, when he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, broke 
it and gave it to his disciples and said to them, “This is my body, which is broken for 
you; eat this in remembrance of me.” He also took a cup of wine, and after blessing it, 
gave it to his disciples and said, “This cup is the new covenant marked by the shedding 
of my blood. For as often as you eat this bread and drink from this cup, you announce 
the Lord’s death until he returns.” We are announcing that Jesus Christ opened up 
the only way to heaven, and that heaven is being with him forever. Our tradition 
here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it in the juice. 
There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available to my left, your 
right. If you’re not a Christian, this sacred symbol is not for you, but rather than taking 
communion, we encourage you to take Christ. He has made himself available to you 
this very moment. There will be pastors in the back and people to pray with you on the 
sides. Let’s pray. 
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