
 Sending God, Sent Church 
Our Identity as Family 

Acts 2:36-47 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning, my name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. Today we’re 
continuing our sermon series titled Sending God, Sent Church, where we’re taking a 
vision of who God is (as expressed in the book of Acts) and applying to who we are as 
his church. Because God is a sending God, we are a sent church made up of sent ones. 
This gives us a clear mission, along with clear identities and practices. In other words, 
this sermon series is saying, “This is who we are, and this is how we roll.”  
 
Today we will be focusing on our church’s identity as family, and we’ll be looking at it 
from two different angles: first, the devotions of the family of God (the things we are 
devoted to, the things that go into this family) and second, the outcomes of the family of 
God (the things we see produced, the things that come out of this family).  
 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word. 
Today’s passage is Acts 2:36-47. You may follow along in your Bible or in one of the 
Bibles in the chairs in front of you. If you’re using one of the Bibles in the chairs, you can 
find today’s Scripture passage on page 910. The verses will also be on the screen if 
you’d like to follow along there. Hear the word of the Lord: 

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this they 
were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what 
shall we do?”38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far 
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words 
he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were 
added that day about three thousand souls. 42 And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And 
awe[d]came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through 
the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 
And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to 

1 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2&interface=print#fen-ESV-26981d


all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved. Acts 2:36-47 

May the Word preached here today echo among the nations. You may be seated.  
 
Exposition 
 
Probably my favorite class I’ve ever taken was one called “American Denominations”. In 
it we not only studied how we ended up with denominations, or religious groups that 
consider themselves somewhat Christian, but we also (and this was the best part) got to 
take field trips to the public services of different denominations that we’d never 
experienced before. I came away with some great memories, like accidentally entering 
the ladies’ side of a Mennonite church and being shooed out, and getting to visit a 
snake-handling church where they literally danced around with copperheads and 
rattlesnakes. Believe me, if one those snakes got loose, I was ready to make a 
Brad-shaped hole in the side of the building.  
 
Before that class I used to think there were a lot of denominations because I had grown 
up around many of them. After that class I had come to realize there somewhere around 
33,000. How did we end up with so many perspectives toward God’s church? 
 
Now, I don’t start with that as a plea for ecumenical unity, or bringing together all the 
denominations. I think a hopeful posture toward all that is similar to what Paul said in 
Philippians 1:18, if “Christ is proclaimed, in that I rejoice.” I start here because 33,000 
denominations points to how easily we stray from the Bible’s teaching about God’s 
church and into our own preferences. It points to our desperate need to know how 
God’s church started, and what he intended for it.  
 
I. The Devotions of the Family of God 
 
We concluded last week’s sermon with Jesus telling his apostles to wait for him 
because he was going to send them the Holy Spirit in just a few days. In the context of 
today’s story, God the Father and God the Son have sent God the Spirit. He comes, 
filling up the house where the apostles are, like “a mighty rushing wind” (Acts 2:1), and 
Luke the author struggles to describe what happens next: “divided tongues as of fire 
appeared to them and rested on each one of them” (Acts 2:3), and they begin 
proclaiming the good news about Jesus in different languages. The crowd had never 
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seen anything like this before, so they thought what any of us would if we saw 
something similar in public: ‘These guys are drunk!’ But instead, Peter stood and 
preached to the crowd--no preparation, no notes, no fear--that the man the crowd had 
had crucified just days before was actually God himself, sent to save them. Let’s pick up 
the story at the last line of Peter’s sermon: 

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37 Now when they heard this they 
were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what 
shall we do?” Acts 2:36-37 

Did I mention that this was the same crowd that had just shouted to the authorities 
about Jesus, “Crucify him!” “His blood be on us and our children!” (Matthew 27:22-25)? 
This is the kind of crowd that makes accusations, not takes accusations. So when Peter 
says that the murdered blood of Jesus is upon them, it doesn’t make any sense that 
they suddenly respond not with more murderous rage, but with horror and regret. How 
does this happen?! Is Peter just that good of a preacher?  

It’s the same way that you, Christian, fell on your knees and cried out, ‘What have I 
done?! I’ve rebelled against God and I’ve crucified his Son!’ Someone preached the 
good news to you and the Holy Spirit came and cut you to the heart. Christianity is not 
come and go as you please. It is come when God calls you through his Spirit’s work in 
your heart. That’s why it is so important to not resist him if you are not a 
Christian--perhaps he will not come calling again. Peter responded to their question: 

38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he 
bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added 
that day about three thousand souls. Acts 2:38-41 

Peter tells them to repent and be baptized, in other words, to immerse themselves in the 
real Person of Jesus Christ, to turn from all the things they were giving themselves to 
and give all of themselves to Jesus. And as an inward sign of this, God would come to 
be with them in the Person of the Holy Spirit. That day we are told that three thousand 
people did just that. And so what we have then is a new family, a family not united by 
certain laws or a certain ethnicity, but a family united by the same heavenly Father, 
ruled by the same Savior and Lord, and glued together by the same Spirit.  
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This is why we often refer to ourselves at Antioch as a family, why it’s one of our 
identities as a church, and why our small groups are called family groups. But it’s more 
than a nice name, right? Or at least it should be!  

What was this family like? What was it about? That brings us to the first angle from 
which we’ll be looking at this family: the devotions of the family of God. 

I want to be careful here not to communicate something like this, ‘These people were 
devoted to these things, therefore they became a church,’ as if it’s ‘do this and you get 
Jesus’. No, no, their devotion was singular--to Jesus Christ. And out of who they had 
become in him by identity as the family of God, this is what came natural to them; this is 
what flowed out from changed hearts; this is what a Spirit-filled church looked like: five 
things.   1

1.) Baptism 
 
The first: baptism. We just read a moment ago that every person who received the word 
of the good news about Jesus was baptized. I can’t even imagine the logistics of that! 
The only person here today who probably can imagine it is Suzanne Groce, who grew 
up in Tanzania watching her father baptize hundreds of new Christians at a time in a 
river.  
 
Honestly, if it wasn’t important, it wouldn’t have been worth all the trouble! But it was 
important. Not because it brought salvation, but because it broadcast salvation. It was 
an announcement, an outward expression of an inner reality. Suddenly these people 
had been immersed in relationship with God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit; so it made sense for them to publicly proclaim it by being baptized, a word that 
literally means “immersed”. They would be immersed in water in the name of (or in 
devotion to) Jesus Christ. 
 
This is why we have another baptism interest meeting today after our gathering, leading 
up to a baptism class after next week’s gathering, leading up a baptism Sunday on 
October 29th, leading up to a rhythm of that multiple times per year. It’s a significant 
part of who we are as a church, as people miraculously changed by Jesus Christ, to 
proclaim it to the world by being baptized.  
 
 
 

1 John R.W. Stott, The Message of Acts, 81 
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2.) The Apostles’ Teaching 
 
Now, whereas baptism was a one-time act of obedience for the new Christian, the next 
four devotions of the family of God were all ongoing acts of obedience. In verse 42 we 
read of them: 

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. Acts 2:42 

So the second devotion after baptism was the apostles’ teaching. What exactly was the 
apostles’ teaching? Well, there are a couple ways to know for sure.  
 
First, we can look back. What was it that Jesus had told them to teach before he 
returned to heaven? His parting command in Matthew 28 tells us: 
 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. Matthew 28:19-20 
 
The apostles’ teaching was nothing less than the teaching of Jesus himself. And it 
wasn’t just information to cram and regurgitate for an exam; it was words of life to obey. 
 
The second way we can know what the apostles taught is not only look back, but to look 
forward. Much of the apostles’ teaching, especially that of Peter, Paul, and John, would 
later be written down as the New Testament.  Wanna know what the apostles taught? 2

Wanna know the words that ignited this little group of people to change the world? Read 
the New Testament! 
 
That’s why every week when we gather we devote ourselves to these words and seek 
to build our family on them. It’s not just because we prefer to be old fashioned or fundy. 
It’s because we want to sit at the feet of Jesus’ authoritative teaching as delivered 
through his apostles in the power of his Spirit just like the first church! As pastor John 
Stott said, “The Spirit of God leads the people of God to submit to the word of God.”   3

 
 
 
 

2 F.F. Bruce, The Book of Acts, 79 
3 Stott, 82 
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3.) Fellowship 
 
The third ongoing devotion of the family of God was fellowship. ‘Fellowship’ is a hard 
word to explain because it’s very Christiany. By that I mean it’s really only used a lot 
among Christians. Someone says ‘fellowship’ and I immediately think this: potluck in the 
fellowship hall.  
 
But if you didn’t grow up in a Christian environment and you hear the word ‘fellowship’ 
it’s like...what options do you have? Maybe this: Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of 
the Ring. So think of fellowship instead as participation. Like this group was caught up 
together, participating together, in a great quest, the people of God are caught up 
together, participating together, in the life of the Triune God: Father, Son, and Spirit.   4

 
John would later write this very thing in one of his letters: 
 
that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. 1 John 1:3 
 
The wonder of this participation, or relationship, with God, if it’s legit, always flows into a 
desire for participation with others, especially those who make up the family of God. 
That is why John wrote just a few verses later,  
 
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 1:7 
 
All this to say, a devotion to fellowship meant a devotion to relationship with one 
another. This is why we constantly talk about intentional gospel relationships, and why 
we shepherd one another toward an ongoing commitment to the Antioch family despite 
the ease of avoiding relational difficulties by going somewhere else. 
 
4.) The Breaking of Bread 
 
The fourth devotion of the family of God was the breaking of bread. We will go on to see 
later in the passage that this definitely meant the family of God was eating together on a 
regular basis. And there really is something special and relationship-building about 
sharing a meal together, especially in a home. But the term “breaking of bread” is 

4 Stott, 82-83 
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probably used here specifically to refer to observing the Lord’s Supper, which meant 
literally breaking and sharing bread together to remember Jesus’ body that was broken 
for them.  Jesus, in fact, commanded such devotion, as we read in the Gospel of Luke: 5

 
And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, 
saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Luke 
22:19 
 
That is why we observe the Lord’s Supper every time we gather at Antioch, rather than 
just every once in awhile. We need to remember to the extent of Jesus’ devotion to us, 
that we might remain devoted to him.  
 
5.) Prayer 
 
The fifth and final devotion of the family of God is prayer, or to use the exact language 
of the text, “the prayers”. This seems to reflect an ongoing commitment to public Jewish 
prayers since they still lingered around the Jewish temple. But it also included a 
devotion to praying together, an eagerness, a delight to talk with God without fear, guilt, 
or shame.  This is the “essential link,” the umbilical cord between Jesus and his people.  6 7

John Piper calls it a wartime walkie-talkie.  Whatever description you use, it all means 8

deep, real communication between God and his family.  
 
This is why we include prayer in our Sunday gatherings and our family groups, why we 
gather and pray regularly for our distributed members on mission cross-culturally, why a 
large part of our elder meetings is set aside for pray, and part of why we’re taking a 
Sabbath Year to pray through the results of the community survey and seek God’s 
power and God’s leadership. We wanted to be a family who is intimately connected to 
our heavenly Father. 
 
II. The Outcomes of the Family of God 
 
So there you have it. These five devotions are some of the basic practices that flow out 
of the family of God. But this was far more than just going through the motions. If Acts 
2:42 provides a summary of the devotions of a Spirit-filled church, then the next five 
verses unpacks those devotions, showing what happens. This brings us to our second 

5 Bruce, 79 
6 Bruce, 79-80 
7 William J. Larkin, Jr., Acts, 61 
8 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad: The Supremacy of God in Missions, 45 
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and final angle at which we’ll consider our identity as family: the outcomes of the family 
of God. There are three.  
 
1.) Awe 
 
The first outcome was awe. In verse 43 we read, 
 
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through 
the apostles. Acts 2:43 
 
What exactly was this awe? It’s a word that could also be translated ‘fear,’ as in “‘fear’ 
came upon every soul”. Think of it like a holy reverence when you see something that 
blows your mind. It’s actually a common response to encountering God throughout the 
Bible--not the emotion of fear that makes you run away, but a posture of heaviness 
(which makes sense because the word ‘glory’ means “weight,” and when you encounter 
God you experience his glory, his weightiness).  So this wasn’t just revival emotion, it 9

was the experience of God himself.  
 
And out of that awe “many wonders and signs were were being done through the 
apostles”. Notice that it wasn’t because of the wonders and signs that awe came, but 
the other way around. As people stood in awe of the presence of God, then the miracles 
flowed. It’s important to consider this (and all the outcomes of the family of God) in a 
sober way. 
 
First, the primary purpose of the book of Acts isn’t to give us a model for church but to 
describe the ongoing work of Jesus Christ through his Spirit to establish his church. 
Many people, including myself, have walked down the depressing road of using Acts 
mainly to compare it with their current church experience, which can leave you bitter 
and skeptical. The day of Pentecost and the establishment of the first church was a 
one-time event that was described poetically in the Old Testament in this way: 
 
And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young 
men shall see visions. 29 Even on the male and female servants  in those days I will 
pour out my Spirit. 30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood 
and fire and columns of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon 

9 C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory, 39 
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to blood, before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 32 And it shall come to 
pass that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Joel 2:28-32a 
 
Of course it would come in an epic way! We put ourselves in an awkward position when 
we expect this event to be repeated in our day instead of just standing in awe of it 
ourselves. 
 
A second thing to consider, however, is that when the Spirit comes to indwell people 
where people have never been indwelled before, or when he comes to do a new work in 
the lives of people who already know him, there will be awe and wonders. Overseas, 
among unreached people, I have experienced awe and wonders from God. And here in 
the United States, I have experienced awe and wonders from God.  
 
As a church, we don’t preach a message of cessationism, the belief that “the gifts of the 
Spirit, as well as all signs and wonders, ‘ceased’ with the early church and the 
completion of the New Testament”.  In a culture that has naturalized everything 10

miraculous, we want to fight to believe as the family of God that when we stand in awe 
of who he is, he will work wonders in our hearts and lives. Amen? 
 
2.) Unity 
 
The next outcome of the family of God being the family of God was unity. We read this 
in verses 44-47: 

44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were 
selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and 
having favor with all the people. Acts 2:44-47a 

This part can be both some of the most amazing aspects of the story and also some of 
the most trippy. Let’s right down to it: did these new believers establish a commune? Is 
that what church is supposed to be? The short answer: no. They still maintained 
ownership of their property and, as this passage clearly says, had homes.  What 11

exactly is going on here then?  

The beginning of Acts 2 tells us that on the day the Spirit came “there were dwelling in 
Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven” (Acts 2:1). These were 

10 R.T. Kendall, Understanding Theology, 228 
11 Gospel Transformation Bible, 1455 
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Jews who had travelled from wherever they lived abroad to be in Jerusalem for the 
Feast of Harvest, also known as the Feast of Weeks, also known as the Feast of 
Pentecost. As travelers they stayed with locals or dwelled in tents. After all that had 
happened when the Spirit came, do you think they were going to just leave and go back 
home? No way! But in order to stay they would need food and shelter and everything 
else because they had no way of ongoing income.  

So what we’re seeing here is the kind of unity with God that voluntarily takes care of 
everyone’s needs, and joyfully does it public settings (at the temple) and private settings 
(in each others’ homes).  12

What’s interesting is the impact of this unity with God in the young church is remarkably 
similar to that of a young Jesus, which Luke describes in his first book, the Gospel of 
Luke: 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. Luke 
2:52 

It’s like an “age of innocence” for the young church. But just like in Jesus’ life, this age of 
sweet favor would not last.  All the more reason for it to be established with wonders 13

and unity, so that it may last in the harsh days to come. (Reminds me of church planting 
core teams…)  
 
3.) Growth 
 
The final outcome of the family of God for us to consider today is growth. Verse 47 
says, 

And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. Acts 2:47 

As the family of God was being the family of God together, they grew in number. But 
this may be the most important part: who added to their number? The Lord!  When we 14

are being the family of God, devoted to baptism, the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, 
breaking of bread, and prayer, standing in awe of God with our arms locked in unity, we 
can expect growth. God will do it! 
 
 
 

12 Stott, 84 
13 John B. Polhill, Acts, 122 
14 Stott, 86-87 
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Conclusion 
 
But notice this, and this is where I want to conclude with a single point of application, 
“[God] did not add [people] to the church without saving them, nor did he save them 
without adding them to the church. Salvation and church membership belonged 
together; and they still do.”  How do we respond to all that we’ve seen and heard in 15

Acts 2 today? We remember that Jesus bought us to make us part of the family of God.  
 
At Antioch we define that by becoming a covenant member. For you that might mean 
responding to how Jesus is drawing you to himself. It might mean it’s time for you to 
make a commitment to his family by becoming a covenant member, which is basically a 
way of saying, “I’m all in with this family, and they’re all in with me.” Or it may mean you 
need to remember afresh the commitment you already made as a member.  
 
Whatever your response, know that the broken heart he requires, he supplies; if you’ve 
been cut to the heart, it’s him who has done the cutting. On the night he was betrayed, 
when he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, broke it and gave it to his disciples 
and said to them, “This is my body, which is broken for you; eat this in remembrance of 
me.” He also took a cup of wine, and after blessing it, gave it to his disciples and said, 
“This cup is the new covenant marked by the shedding of my blood. For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink from this cup, you announce the Lord’s death until he returns.” 
We are announcing that Jesus Christ is willing for us to be forever members of 
the family of God.  
 
Our tradition here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it 
in the juice. There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available to 
my left, your right. If you’re not a Christian, this sacred symbol is not for you, but rather 
than taking communion, we encourage you to take Christ. He has made himself 
available to you this very moment. There will be pastors in the back and people to pray 
with you on the sides. Let’s pray. 
  

15 Stott, 86-87 
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