
Knowing Jesus Together 
Philippians 3:1-11 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Jaimashi and good morning! Kids may be dismissed at this time. My name is Brad and 
I’m one of the pastors here--or should I say, mero nam Brad ho. This is my friend Monu 
and she will be interpreting today’s sermon in Nepali. Today we are continuing in our 
sermon series on Philippians titled, “Sharing in the Joys and Sorrows of the Gospel”.  
 
Our passage for this gathering is Philippians 3:1-11 if you would like to turn there in your 
Bibles. The title of today’s sermon is very fitting for an integrated gathering like this: 
“Knowing Jesus Together”. Here is what I think Paul was trying to teach the Philippian 
church in this passage: The most important thing in life is knowing Jesus Christ as Lord. 
But this isn’t just knowing information about Jesus. This is knowing Jesus as your 
closest friend, and more and more until you meet him face to face.  
 
Paul wrote that there are three things that allow us to know Jesus more and more. 
Knowing Jesus comes through sharing his righteousness. Knowing Jesus comes 
through sharing his suffering. And knowing Jesus comes through sharing his 
resurrection. These three ways of knowing Jesus personally will guide our sermon 
today.  
 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word. 
Monu will be reading today’s passage in Nepali and the English will be on the screen. 
Hear the word of the Lord: 
 
1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble 
to me and is safe for you. 2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for 
those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of 
God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself 
have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for 
confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;6 as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law,blameless. 7 But 
whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
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that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by 
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Philippians 3:1-11 
 
May the Word preached here today echo among the nations. Amen? Amen. You may 
be seated.  
 
Exposition 
 
Let me begin today by asking some really simple questions. How do you keep from 
being hungry? You eat. How do you keep from being tired? You sleep. How do you 
keep from being lonely? You spend time with people. Ok, now for a harder question. 
How do you keep from being sad? The simple answer is you rejoice. But rejoicing can 
be very hard to do when you’re sad. We often need good news to help us rejoice when 
we’re sad.  
 
Throughout his letter to the Philippians, Paul constantly reminded the church to rejoice. 
Although they were surrounded by sad things, just like we have been recently at Antioch 
and Asha, they had the best news in the world. That good news was Jesus Christ had 
died and resurrected to remove their shame before God. We might say the good news 
looks like this: 
 
Knowing Jesus = Salvation 
 
So Paul began the next part of his letter by saying this: 
 
Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to 
me and is safe for you. Philippians 3:1 
 
Why was it “safe” for Paul to remind them again to rejoice? Because it seems there 
were some people attacking the church with really bad news. That bad news was that 
Jesus’ death and resurrection wasn’t enough to take away their shame before God.  1

They were telling Christians it was ok to believe in Jesus, but they needed to do 
something more in order to be saved. We might say their bad news looked like this:  

1 R. Kent Hughes, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon: The Fellowship of the Gospel and the 
Supremacy of Christ, Loc 1980-1988; Ralph P. Martin, Philippians: An Introduction and Commentary, 
144-145 
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Knowing Jesus + _____________ = Salvation 
 
How do we know that? Because in the very next verse Paul warned Christians about 
such attackers: 
 
Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the 
flesh. Philippians 3:2 
 
Paul wasn’t just being mean and calling people names. He meant something very 
specific by these names: 
 

● First, in Paul’s day, dogs were considered filthy animals. So, many Jews referred 
to Gentiles as dogs because they did not know God. In calling the attackers 
dogs, Paul was saying they were the ones who actually did not know God 
through Jesus Christ.  2

● The second name Paul called them was “evildoers”. The attackers thought they 
were right with God because they lived by his laws. To them, anyone who didn’t 
was an evildoer! But Paul said no, living by God’s laws instead of living by God’s 
Son made them evildoers.  3

● The third name Paul called them was “those who mutilate the flesh”. The 
attackers said that one of the most important laws to keep was being 
circumcised. But Paul said now that Jesus Christ had come, circumcision is 
nothing but an unnecessary mark on the body.  In fact, he said, circumcision had 4

a much deeper meaning: 
 
For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus 
and put no confidence in the flesh, Philippians 3:3 
 
What does it mean that “we [Christians] are the circumcision”? Even when circumcision 
was one of God’s laws for his people, it had more to do with the heart than the body. 
We read this from the prophet Jeremiah: 
 
Circumcise yourselves to the Lord; 
    remove the foreskin of your hearts, 
    O men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem; 

2 Hughes, Loc 2013-2019; Martin, 145-146 
3 Hughes, Loc 2019-2025; Martin, 146 
4 Hughes, Loc 2025-2030; Martin, 146 

3 



lest my wrath go forth like fire, 
    and burn with none to quench it, 
    because of the evil of your deeds. Jeremiah 4:4  5

 
We are circumcised not because of something we do with our bodies, but because of 
what God has done in our hearts.  We worship not because we come to church, but 6

because the Spirit of God has come to us.  We have hope not because we hold on to 7

Christ, but because he holds on to us.   8

 
Being a Christian requires both trust and distrust. It means completely trusting Jesus’ 
ability to make us right with God. But it also means completely distrusting our ability to 
make ourselves right with God.  Paul knew this better than anyone. He had tried harder 9

than any of the attackers to make himself right with God. Before he became a Christian, 
here is what he hoped would make him right with God: 
 
[He was] 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of 
the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Philippians 3:5-6 
 
I. Knowing Jesus comes through sharing his righteousness 
 
In other words, he was a pure-blooded Jew from birth; he came from an elite caste; he 
had the highest education; he was so passionate that he attacked Christians; and he 
kept all God’s laws.  If anyone had reason to trust in himself instead of Jesus, it was 10

Paul!  
 
But he did not trust in himself. Why? Because the most important thing in life is not 
being right or being honored. The most important thing in life is knowing Jesus Christ as 
Lord. And knowing Jesus comes through sharing his righteousness. Righteousness is 
just a big word for right relationship with God. Paul wrote this to describe sharing Jesus 
righteousness:  
 
But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Philippians 3:7 

5 Ligonier Ministries, “Circumcision of the Heart,” 
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/circumcision-heart/  
6 Martin, 147 
7 Hughes, Loc 2047-2055; Martin, 147-148 
8 Hughes, Loc 2056-2060; Martin, 148 
9 Hughes, Loc 2065-2069; Martin, 148-149 
10 Hughes, Loc 2100-2142 
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Let’s pretend that Paul died before he became a Christian. Then God told him, “Give me 
an account of your life.” What would Paul have said? ‘I’m pure-blooded! I’m high-caste! 
I’m educated! I abided by the law! I was better than others! I am the big man!’ But that 
would not have been enough to give Paul a right relationship with God.  
 
When Paul became a Christian, he stopped trusting in those things. They became 
garbage to him. Then he took all that trust and gave it to Jesus. He said, ‘Jesus, you are 
the big man, not me!’ And Jesus was enough to make him right with God. In other 
words, 
 
Knowing Jesus = Salvation 
 
II. Knowing Jesus comes through sharing his suffering 
 
But gaining Jesus meant losing everything for Paul.  He lost his pride, his honor, his 11

friendships, his wealth, his health, his plans. It was like a ship in the middle of a storm. 
People have to throw away their possessions in order to lighten the ship. But if they 
survive, they weep over the loss. Not Paul. No loss could compare with what he gained 
in knowing Jesus.   12

 
In fact, knowing Jesus more comes through sharing his suffering. Paul told the 
Philippians his greatest desire: 
 
that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, Philippians 3:10 
 
Katie and I have found that nothing in our marriage grows our relationship more than 
suffering together. It is an honor to share one another’s sufferings. The suffering that 
comes to us in life is not a sign that Jesus doesn’t care. It is proof that he wants us to 
know him more.   13

 
III. Knowing Jesus comes through sharing his resurrection 
 

11 Philippians 3:8 
12 John Calvin via Hughes, Loc 2167-2175 
13 Hughes, Loc 2284-2292 
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Even death is an invitation to know him more deeply than ever before. That is because 
knowing Jesus more comes through sharing his resurrection. Paul finished describing 
his greatest desire this way: 
 
that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Philippians 3:11 
 
The power of Jesus’ resurrection doesn’t just bring us to life spiritually. The power of 
Jesus’ resurrection will one day raise us to life in a new body. Knowing Jesus in this life 
means knowing him fully after we die. That is why the most important thing in life is 
knowing Jesus Christ as Lord.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Is that true for you today? Has anything become more important to you than knowing 
Jesus? Have you been believing the bad news of 
 
Knowing Jesus + _____________ = Salvation  
 
Is there anything you are trusting in along with Jesus to make you right with God? Is it 
knowing Jesus plus being a good person? Is it knowing Jesus plus honoring the religion 
of your parents? Is it knowing Jesus plus a pain-free life? Knowing Jesus as Lord is 
enough for salvation. There are two examples of this today as our baptismal candidates 
come forward. 
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