
 

Speaking the Truth in Love by Affirming 
Esther 4:10-17 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning! My name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. Today we’re               
continuing to lay a foundation for the rest of 2019 with a series and emphasis on church                 
membership titled, “Speaking the Truth in Love”. Last week we kicked off this series in               
Ephesians 4, where we get the phrase and command to speak the truth to one another                
in love. Throughout the remainder of this series, we will be preaching through numerous              
stories in the Bible that serve as examples of speaking the truth in love.  
 
Today’s example comes from the Old Testament book of Esther, from the part of the               
story where a Jewish man named Mordecai spoke the truth in love to Esther, his               
orphaned niece whom he had raised and eventually saw become the queen of Persia.              
Although I would love to walk through the entire book, for the sake of time today’s                
passage will be Esther 4:10-17 and the title of the message, “Speaking the Truth in               
Love by Affirming”. You can find that passage on page 412 if you’re using one of the                 
Bibles in the chairs. Today’s main idea goes like this: Speaking the truth in love means                
affirming to one another who we are and whose we are. Those two forms of affirming                
will serve as the outline in which we process today’s passage.  
 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word.                  
Again, today’s passage is Esther 4:10-17. Church, hear the word of the Lord:  
 
10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, 11 “All                 
the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that if any man or                
woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one                
law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter                 
so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these                     
thirty days.”  

12 And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to                 
Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than                 
all the other Jews. 14 For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for                   
the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who               
knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 15 Then                 
Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa,                  
and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and                     
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my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against                    
the law, and if I perish, I perish.” 17 Mordecai then went away and did everything as                 
Esther had ordered him. Esther 4:10-17 

 
May the Word preached here today echo in our hearts and among the nations. And all                
God’s people said, Amen. You may be seated. 
 
Exposition 
 
A couple weeks ago my daughters watched The Lion King for the first time. Any Lion                
King fans here? The story goes like this. There is a lion king (didn’t see that coming, did                  
you?) and his name Mufasa. Mufasa has a son named Simba, but one day Mufasa’s               
evil brother, Scar, kills Mufasa and blames it on Simba. Simba runs away, planning to               
never return to the kingdom. He grows up, living by the phrase, “hakuna matata,” which               
means, “no worries”. And just when he thinks he’s forgotten about his past, he is               
approached by an old friend named Rafiki, and this happens: [Lion King video].  
 
Simba had forgotten who he was and whose he was. He was more than what he had                 
become, and he needed a friend to remind him of the truth.   1

 
The tendency to forget the truth about ourselves is something every Christian is familiar              
with. It’s why some of the most heart-felt singing you’ll ever hear in churches comes at                
the fourth stanza of the hymn, “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”. The lyrics cry out,  
 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
Seal it for Thy courts above.  2

 
And that’s what convinces me of the value of this emphasis for our church. It’s not just                 
that I look around and say, “Man, somebody needs to be speaking the truth to these                
people or they’re going to wander off.” It’s that I see my own heart well enough to know I                   
need people speaking the truth to me or I’m going to wander off!  
 
And even though we know we need it, the thing that makes speaking the truth in love                 
intimidating to many of us is we think it always means conflict––and we don’t like               
conflict. It’s like we picture the scene from Mad TV where Bob Newhart is a therapist                

1 “The Lion King - Remember Who You Are,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGQnGQzlAmA  
2 Robert Robinson, Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
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who just yells “Stop it!” at his patients. The reason why that’s funny is because it’s                3

ridiculous, it’s not realistic. Just like counseling sessions aren’t meant to be yelling             
sessions, speaking the truth in love isn’t meant to always be painful confrontation. Yes,              
the truth hurts, but the truth also sets us free.   4

 
That’s why today we wanted to take a look at the encouraging side of speaking the truth                 
in love. One of the saddest realities about this side of things is summed up really well by                  
one of our own members, Suzanne Groce. Usually in the midst of affirming the truth               
about someone, I’ve heard her say, “In our culture we wait to speak affirmation about               
people we love until we’re at their funeral.”  
 
How sad is that?! How many opportunities we miss to build up and remind one another                
of the truth. So let’s make that our first stopping point this morning, that speaking the                
truth in love means affirming to one another who we are. 
 
I. Speaking the Truth in Love Means Affirming to One Another Who We Are 
 
We see an unforgettable example of this in the story of Esther. Since we’re not walking                
through the entire book at this time, let me give you a little background. The story takes                 
places around 100 years after the Old Testament people of God were conquered and              
exiled by the Babylonians. While some of God’s people eventually did return to their              
homes, many did not. A community of those who didn’t return were living in Susa, the                
capital city of the Persian empire.  
 
The two main good guys in the story are two of God’s people, named Esther and                
Mordecai. The two main bad guys are the King of Persia and his top official, named                
Haman. One fascinating thing about this book is that the author, whom we don’t know,               
never mentions God––not a single time. But this is intentional; it forces us to search               
hard for God’s activity in the midst of his silence, just like the characters in the story                 
were having to do. As you’ll see though, God’s involvement is not hard to find. 
 
Ok, since today’s passage comes from chapter 4 of Esther, let’s quickly hit the first               
three chapters. The book opens with the King of Persia throwing a huge these huge               
parties that last over six months, all to display his glory. On the last day of the party he                   
drunkenly demands his wife, Queen Vashti, to appear at the party to show off her               
beauty. She refuses, and so the king removes her as queen, then holds a beauty               
pageant to find a new queen. A young Jewish woman named Hadassah secretly enters              

3 “Stop It - Bob Newhart (MAD TV),” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ow0lr63y4Mw  
4 John 8:32 
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the pageant under the name, Esther, and ends up winning and becoming queen. Now              
Hadassah, or Esther, had been raised by her relative, Mordecai, because she was an              
orphan. So Mordecai and Esther basically have a secret father-daughter relationship           
throughout the story.  
 
If that’s not sign enough of God’s activity, other things begin to happen. First, Mordecai               
happens to overhear two royal guards plotting to kill the king. He tells Esther, who then                
tells the king, and Mordecai is recognized for having saved the king’s life. Wow, praise               
God!  
 
But then the story introduces Haman. He also is not Persian, but a descendent of the                
ancient Canaanites, one of the greatest enemies of God’s Old Testament people.            
Haman is made the highest official in Persia and the king demands that everyone kneel               
to him. Well, when Mordecai sees Haman, he refuses to kneel, and it enrages Haman.               
When Haman finds out that Mordecai is Jewish, he goes straight to the king and               
convinces him to pass a law that all Jews must be killed.  
 
Don’t let that pass you by as just another typical part of the Old Testament. This is                 
nothing less than full-on genocide. It’s a “Holocaust” that skips the social persecution             
and concentration camps and on one day just slaughters all the Jews, women and              
children, young and old. It’s horrifying.  
 
So, in response Mordecai tears his clothes and covers himself in sackcloth and ashes              
and mourns. When Esther hears about him, she sends him clothes to wear as a way of                 
comforting him, but Mordecai refuses them. Instead he sends a message to Esther             
about why he is mourning, and what is about to happen to God’s people all across the                 
kingdom of Persia. Esther, in the safety of the palace, didn’t even know about it! And                
Mordecai begs her to go to the king and plead with him for her people. In verse 10 is                   5

where we pick up the story today: 
 
10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, 11 “All                 
the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that if any man or                
woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one                
law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter                 
so that he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these                     
thirty days.” Esther 4:10-11 
 

5 “Read Scripture: Esther,” The Bible Project, https://thebibleproject.com/explore/esther/  
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What we see here is Esther raising a legitimate concern. The way that the king’s court                
worked was by invitation only. You couldn’t just roll up in there. The king needed to be                 
protected from both people who wanted to stab him to death and people who wanted to                
nag him to death. And apparently, this applied even to wives. If you showed up               
uninvited, you would automatically be killed unless the king gave you specific mercy.  
 
However, you could request an audience with the king, which would be the safe way for                
him to reject your presence. Interestingly though, Esther doesn’t do that. Instead, she             
hesitates altogether. She responds to Mordecai that the risk is just too great. Perhaps              
she has Queen Vashti in in the back of her mind, and she doesn’t want to take a chance                   
on being removed herself. Whatever the reason, it appears as though Esther is taking              
the easy way out of this awful situation.   6

 
And we could judge Esther for this, but in so doing we’d be condemning              
ourselves––because we do the same things! I mean, my heart goes out to her. It               7 8

reminds me of another story, where a character in terrible circumstances is tempted to              
despair instead of play his part. At a moment of honesty he cries out that he wishes he’d                  
never been involved. But a wise friend replies,  
 
So do I, and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All                      
we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.  9

 
When I read about World War II and the Holocaust, it makes me wonder what I                
would’ve done. Would I have tried to help, risking my life as a soldier or as someone                 
who hid Jews from the Nazis? And then my mind goes from the hypothetical to reality,                
to things like today’s refugee crises around the world and the drug addicts next door               
and family members who are raging pagans––and I find myself asking, “What am I              
doing right now?” How am I willing to put myself and my family at risk in order to care?                   
And I honestly just want to take the easy way out by staying in my “palace,” within the                  
relationships that are most comfortable for me.  
 
Can you relate to that? Do you ever feel paralyzed in response to the overwhelming               
needs around you? Of course! It’s familiar to probably all of us. It’s like we disassociate                
the reality of who we are in Christ from the reality of the world around us. And we take                   
on this amnesia, choosing to forget that we not only have some thing to offer the world                 

6 Joyce G. Baldwin, Esther: An Introduction and Commentary, 78-79; Karen H. Jobes, Esther, The NIV 
Application Commentary, 132, 138 
7 Romans 2:1 
8 Baldwin, 79 
9 J.R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring 

5 



 

the around us––we have the thing to offer the world around us; that what we carry into                 
every complex relationship and every potentially explosive conversation is         
enough––even though from the outside it just looks weak and insecure.  
 
Often, one of the only things that can move us out of that rut is someone speaking the                  
truth to us in love. But not the kind of sledgehammer “truth” that’s meant to guilt you into                  
action. Condemnation isn’t an effective motivator for Christians because––according to          
Jesus––those who are in him are no longer under condemnation. I’m talking about the              10

kind of truth spoken in love that reminds us who we are. And that’s part of what                 
Mordecai does beginning in verse 12: 
 

12 And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to                 
Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than                 
all the other Jews. 14 For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for                   
the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who               
knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” Esther                
4:12-14 
 
This kind of comes across as harsh, doesn’t it? Some scholars even think that Mordecai               
was threatening Esther, as though he would reveal her true identity to the king if she                
didn’t help her people. I don’t think that’s the case. Were his words spoken from               11

emotion? Definitely. But you know where else they were spoken from? Deep            
relationship (which is the healthiest place for speaking the truth in love).  
 
They were also spoken from deep conviction. Although it is mostly overlooked because             
of the famous “for such a time as this” part, check out the power of what Mordecai says                  
in verse 14: Esther, “if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the                  
Jews from another place”. Mordecai has a rock solid conviction that God will not              
abandon his people. And what’s crazy about this is that Mordecai had been in exile his                
entire life. He’s not throwing out Reformed theology he just learned in class, or boasting               
right after Israel has just won a great battle. He’s saying this in the middle of                
circumstances that scream the opposite!  
 
Here’s what this tells us about Mordecai––not so much that he is a great man of                
faith––but that he was intimately familiar with the character of God. He knew the God of                
Joel, a prophet who wrote something very similar to Mordecai’s words here: 
 

10 Romans 8:1 
11 Jobes, 134 
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12 “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with                 
weeping, and with mourning; 13 and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to               
the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in                
steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14 Who knows whether he will not turn and                
relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the Lord                 
your God? Joel 2:12-14 
 
And here’s the thing about being intimately familiar with God and therefore convinced             
he won’t abandon you––you’re not afraid to speak the truth in love. If God is in control,                 
then there is freedom and even joy in speaking what needs to be spoken. We don’t                
have to be in control of the results.   12

 
And there’s also joy because when we affirm to the people of God who God is, we are                  
affirming to them who they are. Mordecai affirms to Esther that God is in control and will                 
save his people, therefore he can then say to her, “And who knows whether you have                
not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” This isn’t whispered at the end to get                   
Esther thinking about the possibility of her helping out a little. It’s a rhetorical question               
that shouts with confidence, “Esther, look at God’s activity in the middle of his              
silence––he made you queen! You––an orphaned Jewish exile––he made Miss          
Universe and seated you high above all women in Persia. Esther, remember who you              
are.”  13

 
Consider the power of sitting with a brother or sister in Christ who is paralyzed in their                 
circumstances and saying to them (not some flattery fluff that doesn’t live longer than              
the time it takes to say it––like “Follow your heart” or “Just be true to yourself,” but                 
instead), “Friend, look at what God’s been doing. He took you, dead in your trespasses               
and sins, and he made you alive. And I’ve watched as he’s taken you from a son of                  
disobedience to a son seated with Christ in heavenly places. Bro, I see Christ in you.                
Remember who you are.”  14

 
II. Speaking the Truth in Love Means Affirming to One Another Whose We Are 
 
But speaking the truth in love not only means affirming to one another who we are, but                 
also whose we are. Let’s return to the words Mordecai spoke to Esther, especially in               
verse 13: 
 

12 Baldwin, 79-80 
13 Frederic W. Bush, Ruth, Esther, Word Biblical Commentary, 397 
14 Ephesians 2:1-7 
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13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the                 
king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. Esther 4:13 
 
Esther was at an intense crossroad, where she had to choose between her identity as a                
Jew and her identity as a Persian. Her temptation was to lean into the privilege of her                 
Persian status and dodge the bullet. But Mordecai assures her that if she does that,               
even though God will save his people, he will not save her. Whoa, that doesn’t seem                
fair! What’s he talking about?  
 
Mordecai is not only reminding Esther of her Jewish ethnic identity, but her Jewish              
spiritual identity. She could not deny her place with God’s people when they were about               
to be slaughtered without also denying her God. Imagine Esther living out the rest of her                
life in the palace trying to forget, trying to numb the guilt of knowing her people, God’s                 
people, had been wiped out––and she had done nothing about it. There would be no               
escape.   15

 
Not only that, but Mordecai adds in verse 14, “you and your father’s house will perish.”                
What’s he talking about here? If all the Jews were killed, then that would mean the end                 
of her father’s line. She literally would be cut off from God’s people. These are hard                
truths. But once again, they are graciously affirming something to Esther. Mordecai is             
telling her that she belongs to someone. She belongs to her covenant God and her               
covenant people.   16

 
And that’s significant, right? Isn’t that what we are seeking to do today as we               
commission Litza? It’s a public way of speaking the truth in love by affirming to Litza                
whose she is. Not only are we affirming together that she belongs to God and his                
mission, but she’s part of this church family. And each time we pray for her and                
advocate for her and weep with her and rejoice with her over the next few years, we are                  
affirming whose she is all over again. And she will desperately need that.  
 
But you know what? Don’t we all need that? Don’t we all need ongoing affirmation of                
whose we are when our identity is falling apart and we’re tempted to bail on God and his                  
people? That’s what we want to see even more of in Antioch, brothers and sisters in                
Christ speaking words of life long before each other’s funerals. Because look at how              
God uses it: 
 

15 Mike Cosper, Faith Among the Faithless: Learning From Esther How to Live in a World Gone Mad, 
115-118, 128 
16 Cosper, 115-118, 128 
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15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in                   
Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I                     
and my young women will also fast as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is                    
against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” 17 Mordecai then went away and did everything                 
as Esther had ordered him. Esther 4:15-17 
 
In response to Mordecai speaking the truth in love, Esther not only takes action, she               
does it in dependence upon God and God’s people as they fast and seek the Lord                
together. And without spoiling the rest of the story, I’ll just say, God shows that he has                 17

not abandoned his people. 
 
Conclusion 
 
In conclusion today, few of us in this life will face such an intense crossroad as Esther.                 
However, all of us will face defining moments in life, and none more defining than being                
confronted with the truth: the truth about our need for a Savior, the truth about God’s                
provision of that Savior through Jesus Christ, and the truth about our decision to either               
submit to that Savior or reject him.  
 
You may have walked into Antioch today with your mind on other crossroads in your life,                
or unconcerned about being confronted by Jesus himself. Maybe you feel like that was              
all settled in the past by an aisle that you walked or a baptismal you waded into. But                  
every time the truth of Jesus Christ is proclaimed to you, there you stand at the                
crossroad again. The Christian life isn’t just, “Yeah I died once to my old way of life,” but                  
as Paul said, “I die daily!” It’s not just choosing Jesus once, but choosing Jesus over                18

and over, believing that truth that he is still choosing us over and over.   19

 
Remember, Jesus was the One who faced a crossroads more bitter than Esther could              
ever know. In order to speak the truth to you in love, he didn’t just risk perishing; he                  
gave himself entirely to it. And he didn’t just do this to save his own people; he went to                   
the cross to save his enemies, people like me and you. And then he rose and                20

ascended and sent his Spirit, so that through me today he could say to you,  
 

17 Baldwin, 80 
18 1 Corinthians 15:31 
19 Jobes, 140-141 
20 Cosper, 118 
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[Do] not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, “In a favorable time I listened                    
to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time;                  
behold, now is the day of salvation. 2 Corinthians 6:1-2 
 
Hear him saying, “You once were lost, but now you are found. Remember who you are.”                
Hear him on the night he was betrayed, taking a loaf of bread and breaking it, and                 
saying, “This is my body, which is broken for you; eat this in remembrance of me.” He                 
also took a cup of wine, and after blessing it, gave it to his disciples and said, “This cup                   
is the new covenant marked by the shedding of my blood. For as often as you eat this                  
bread and drink from this cup, you announce the Lord’s death until he returns.” In other                
words, we are announcing that Jesus Christ is the affirmation of who we are and               
whose we are. 
 
Our tradition here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it                   
in the juice. There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available to                 
your right. If you’re a baptized believer, come and remember who you are and whose               
you are. If you’re a believer but not yet baptized, before coming to the table, we would                 
love to help you first come and declare your faith publicly through baptism. If you’re not                
a Christian, this sacred symbol is not for you, but rather than taking communion, we               
encourage you to take Christ. He has made himself available to you this very moment.               
There will be pastors and prayer warriors in the back to talk and pray with you about any                  
need you have. If God has brought someone to mind that you need to speak the truth in                  
love to, it would be a great first step to come and let us pray for you. Let’s pray. 
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