
 

The Word That Reveals God 
John 1:29-34 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning and Merry Christmas! My name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here.                
Today we continue celebrating the sacred season of Advent with our sermon series             
titled, “The Word Became Flesh”. This year we decided to do something unique and              
ancient for this series; we decided to let it be informed by the fourth century book called                 
On the Incarnation, which was written by a great father of the church, Athanasius of               
Alexandria. I think it’s important to note, we are putting ourselves at the feet of an                
African theologian, which is very good for us.  
 
Athanasius’ thinking helps us to see that Christmas, the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, is              
about more than just the story of Jesus being born. And so each week we have been                 
taking one of Athanasius’ key arguments and–not preaching it–but using it as a             
resource in preaching through the first three chapters of the Gospel of John. Here’s              
where we’ve been so far: the first week Trey taught from the key argument of how the                 
Incarnation means restoring the image of God in people, and last week I walked through               
how the Incarnation means the end of idolatry.  
 
Today, we’ll see how the Incarnation means revealing God to creation. That’s why             
today’s message is titled, “The Word That Reveals God”. So open your Bibles with me               
to John 1:29-34. That’s page 886 if you’re using one of the Bibles in the chairs. Here is                  
today’s main idea: The creature says, “Look–I Have Everything I Need.” The Creator             
says, “Look! I Have Everything You Need.” In order to fully get that, we are going to                 
simply walk through this short passage one verse at a time.  
 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word.                  
Again, today’s passage is John 1:29-34. Church, hear the word of the Lord:  
 
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,                 
who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a                    
man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but                  
for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And                 
John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained                
on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to                    
me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with                 
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the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.”                   
John 1:29-34 
 

May the Word preached here today echo in our hearts and among the nations. And all                
God’s people said, Amen . You may be seated. 
 
Exposition 
 
Around this time of year almost all of us come face to face with one of the most                  
challenging things in life: getting a present for “the person who’s hard to buy for”. Who is                 
this mysterious person? Well, in a crowd this size, I’m sure there are a few of you in the                   
room. The person who’s hard to buy for comes in many shapes and sizes. For example: 
 

● The person who refuses to give you a hint of what they’d like 
● The person who doesn’t seem to like anything you’ve ever gotten them 
● The person who likes things no one but them has ever heard of 
● The person who seems to have everything 
● The person who returns everything 
● The person who regifts everything 
● And worst of all, the person who straight up will not accept your gift 

 
What’s up with that, right? There’s something about a person refusing to receive your              
gift that is really painful.  
 
When it comes to Christmas in our world today, it’s mostly all about gift-giving . But when                
it comes to the ancient Christian season of Advent, a time set aside to celebrate the first                 
coming of Jesus Christ, and to anticipate the second coming of Jesus Christ, it’s mostly               
all about gift-receiving. As we learned about last week, when God looked down on the               
idol-factory of the human heart, he was too just not to punish us, and too good to                 
abandon us. So he solved his own dilemma by sending his own eternal Word,              
incarnating his Son in a human body. Put in simplest terms, it was a gift!  
 
That sensation that pulses in you at the thought of receiving a much-desired present, it’s               
only a “mirage” of your longing for God’s gift. All that is left to you is to receive it. But                    1

here’s the trouble with that: in order to receive it, you must acknowledge that you need                
it. John the Gospel-writer helps us to see just how much trouble we’re in when he says, 
 

1 C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

2 



 

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know                  
him. John 1:10 
 
Here’s how blind we are to our need: God could somehow became a man and live face                 
to face among us, and we would have no idea who he is! And the more he could try to                    
tell us who he is, the more we would hate him for it and even kill him. If you don’t know                     
the story of the Bible, that’s actually exactly what happened. In other words, we really               
stink at receiving a gift we think we don’t need. Tim Keller explains it this way: 
 
Some gifts by their very nature make you swallow your pride. Imagine opening a              
present on Christmas morning from a friend— and it’s a dieting book. Then you take off                
another ribbon and wrapper and you find it is another book from another friend,              
Overcoming Selfishness. If you say to them, “Thank you so much,” you are in a sense                
admitting, “For indeed I am fat and obnoxious.” In other words, some gifts are hard to                
receive, because to do so is to admit you have flaws and weaknesses and you need                
help.   2

 
By nature, we would much rather live in a world where we don’t have to admit our flaws                  
and weaknesses–or at least we can do it in a way that makes us look humble. We                 
would prefer to remain blind to God and blame it on him. But through the Incarnation,                
God doesn’t leave us to our preferences.  John continues, 3

 
No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him                   
known. John 1:18 
 
The Incarnation of Jesus Christ means the revealing of God to his creation. Notice how               
eternity is packed into this little verse. Jesus is referred to as “the only God,” meaning                
he is one with the Father and the Spirit, and that he existed forever in eternity past as                  
God. He was not created by God. If he was just a creature instead of Creator, he                 
wouldn’t be much of a Christmas gift. He might inspire you with “holiday spirit,” but he                
couldn’t do anything for your soul.  
 
John also described him as “at the Father’s side”. This means that at the time of writing                 
his Gospel, John knew exactly where Jesus was–he’s reigning as God with all authority              
in heaven and on earth. If he was just a loser instead of Lord, once again, he wouldn’t                  4

2 Timothy Keller, Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth Behind the Birth of Christ, 16-18 
3 Acts 17:30-31 
4 Matthew 28:18; Philippians 2:9-11 
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be much to unwrap. He might make you sing “Away in a Manger,” but he couldn’t take                 
your sins away.  
 
In fact, when it comes to God revealing himself to creation, just as significant as the                
filthy manger is the muddy water of the Jordan River. It’s there that the Bible tells us that                  
God’s champion of the world hadn’t just entered the building, he was stepping into the               
ring to fight. For this scene we look to the Gospel of Matthew, which says, 
 
16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold,               
the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove                 
and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved                  
Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:16-17 
 
What’s happening here? Was Jesus just a guy who suddenly had a spiritual vision, or a                
prophet who finally found his calling? No way! Jesus wasn’t becoming something more             
than he already was. He was the beloved Son with whom God was well pleased–and he                
had been forever. What’s happening here is like a commissioning.  
 
Next Sunday we have the bittersweet privilege of commissioning Angie Griffin as one of              
our distributed members. When we lay hands on her and pray for her, she won’t               
suddenly become someone different. Instead, it will be the start of a new season, an               
affirmation from her church family to send her into this unique mission.  
 
Here at Jesus’ baptism, the Triune God is “laying his hands on” God the Son. It was a                  
moment that “launched him on the mission for which he had long prepared.” However,              5

this commissioning seems to have been private–only Jesus heard the affectionate           
words of his Father; only Jesus saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove. So then,                 
what’s the big deal about Jesus’ baptism? How did it reveal anything about God to               
creation if nobody could see these supernatural things?  
 
Well, there was one guy who saw it. Entering stage right, it’s John the Baptist. As                
important as Mary was to the birth of Jesus, John was to the birth of Jesus’ ministry. He                  
was chosen by God to clear a path for Jesus, so to speak.  That’s why when  6

 
he saw Jesus coming toward him, [he] said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away                
the sin of the world! John 1:29 
 

5 R.T. France, Matthew: An Introduction and Commentary, 101 
6 John 1:23 
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Notice that when he saw Jesus, what was the first thing out of his mouth? “Behold!” For                 
the author of this Gospel, “behold” is one of his favorite words. In fact, he uses it more                  
than all the other New Testament authors combined. And that makes sense            7

considering the reason why he wrote this Gospel: 
 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written                 
in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the                   
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. John 20:30-31 
 
The Gospel-writer wanted us to “Come and behold him, born the king of angels”. God               8

had revealed himself fully to creation through Jesus Christ, and by believing we can              
now have life in his name. So when John said, “Behold,” think of it as less of a                  
command (“behold” Charleton Heston-style) and more of a squeal.  Dude is pumped!  9

 
Now if it were me and my greatest hero just walked up to me, I would be like my friend                    
Lindsay Thomas, who always says that if she meets John Cena she will probably just               
pass out–but that’s ok with her as long as someone gets a picture of her laying in front                  
of him. John had been waiting for this moment his whole life. He was born to prepare                 
the way of Lord. It would make sense if he just landed facedown in the water. 
 
But instead of passing out or blurting out, John began giving all these eloquent              
descriptions about how God is revealing himself. It’s not just, “Behold, this guy is God!”               
or “Look ya’ll!” It’s “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” You                  
can’t talk like this unless the Spirit of God is helping you. It’s so rich that we’re not                  10

even sure if John fully understood everything he was saying.  11

 
For starters, it’s hard to pinpoint exactly where John got the term “Lamb of God”. That’s                
because there are so many references to sacrificial lambs in the Old Testament. Take,              12

for example, one of the most well-known cases, which comes from a prophecy about              
the Messiah: 
 

7 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John , The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament, 143 
8 John Francis Wade, “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
9 Morris, 143 
10 1 Corinthians 12:3; Luke 1:15 
11 Colin G. Kruse, John, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, 80-81; Matthew 11:2-3 
12 Morris, 144-148 
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He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that                 
is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened                  
not his mouth. Isaiah 53:7 
 
It makes sense to us who can see the whole story that “the Lamb of God” referred to the                   
sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross to take away the sin of the world. But John the                  
Baptist didn’t have the whole story, plus he comes off as pretty fiery. This is not to                 13

mention there was a popular theme in Jewish writing (mostly outside the Bible ) that              14

the Messiah would be an apocalyptic warrior lamb who would take away the sin of the                
world–by taking out the sinners of the world. This is probably why we see so much                
about the Lamb of God in the book of Revelation. Take this, for instance: 
 
11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders                 
the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,             
12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and                 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” Revelation 5:11-12 
 
So, regardless of what John the Baptist thought he was saying, John the Gospel-writer              
probably wanted his readers to think of Jesus as both the sacrificial lamb and the               
warrior lamb. After all, that’s what he is!  
 
If we’re learning anything from this sermon series it’s that we can’t separate Jesus “born               
a child” from Jesus “yet a king”. To do so looks at God’s revealing of himself to                 15

creation and says, “Yeah, I prefer to see it little differently. I like to think of the Christmas                  
story as more ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’.” And it’s only becoming more common for people                
to feel like that, like the Christmas story is actually a nice break from the rest of                 
Christianity, the one tolerable part of the faith. Many people, even in the church, are               
smelling the aroma of the Word of God, especially the Old Testament, and here’s their               
response to God:  
 
You’re a monster, Mr. Grinch 
Your heart’s an empty hole 
Your brain is full of spiders, you’ve got garlic in your soul, Mr. Grinch 
I wouldn’t touch you with a thirty-nine-and-a-half-foot pole!  16

 

13 Matthew 3:12 
14 George R. Beasley-Murray, John , Word Biblical Commentary, 24; Kruse, 80-81 
15 Charles Wesley, “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 
16 Dr. Seuss, “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch” 
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But friends, the revealing of Jesus Christ is now captured in this book, and we don’t get                 
to reinvent what it says of him or of us. If Jesus is to welcome us as we are, we must                     
welcome him as he is. What we need most is not a god we can make like us, but a                    17

God who can make us like him. And John the Baptist pointed to Jesus as that God.                 
That’s why he continued in verse 30,  
 
This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he                  
was before me.’ John 1:30 
 
Although he might not have understood all that was coming out of him, John was certain                
that Jesus was far greater than him–which was a big deal since John had been trending                
number one in all of Israel for while. His statement is similar to when Jesus said of                 
himself, “before Abraham was, I am.” It refers to nothing less than Jesus as the eternal                18

God, the Word who was in the beginning, the Word who was with God, the Word who                 
was God.  So John admits, 19

 
I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he                  

might be revealed to Israel.” John 1:31 
 
It’s makes sense to think about the Sunday School story of John dunking people in the                
Jordan and assume his work was meant to get people repenting and cleaning             
themselves up through baptism. One might even think that’s what we’re still doing in              
churches today. Now repentance might have been a side effect, but the real reason              
John baptized was so that God could show him who the Lamb of God was, and so that                  
he could tell all of Israel. And we’re following in those footsteps, not to clean people up                 20

so they’re acceptable to God, but to declare to our neighbors and the world that God                
has revealed himself in a way we can all understand.  
 
Yes, we should all be able to look at the world around us and automatically know who                 
God is–but we don’t! Just this week I took my daughter to see “Ralph Breaks the                21

Internet” and on the way home she said, “Daddy, I want to go back to the movie theater                  
and stay there forever.” And it immediately struck me how she naturally has this longing               
heart for eternal things. However, it also hit me that unless we labor to teach her she will                  

17 2 Corinthians 2:15-17 
18 John 8:58 
19 John 1:1 
20 Morris, 151 
21 Romans 1:19-21 
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have no idea where to satisfy that longing, and she’ll walk blindly through life giving that                
longing heart to the mirages “revealed” in our movie theaters.  
 
Thankfully, God knew, as Athanasius said, that “human beings are able to learn from              
humans [beings] more directly about higher things.” Rather than leaving us to stare at              22

the sky and figure him out, God revealed himself in the 100% clearest way he could                
have ever possibly revealed himself, in the most condescending,         
let-me-get-down-on-your-level way–he came as a human. And here’s the thing–we still           
couldn’t see him. Even John, the one who Jesus said there was none greater, he               23

couldn’t see him:  
 
32 And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it                 
remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water                   
said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes                  
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of                   
God.” John 1:32-34 
 
John had likely known of Jesus his entire life, but he had no idea who he really was.                  
The revealing of the Son of God to John didn’t come from previous knowledge, but from                
God supernaturally opening his eyes.   24

 
Conclusion 
 
So who’s the real witness here? John, the guy who didn’t know his own cousin was the                 
Son of God? No! It’s God himself, showing you what’s up, telling you your need. Not                25

just your need to escape a relationship or a job or a house or a debt, but to escape                   
yourself.  Consider this: 26

 
Perhaps on some occasion you had a friend who figured out you were in financial               
trouble and came to you and offered a large sum of money to get you out of your                  
predicament. If that has ever happened to you, you probably found that to receive the               
gift meant swallowing your pride. There has never been a gift offered that makes you               

22 St Athanasius the Great of Alexandria, On the Incarnation , Popular Patristics Series, 62 
23 Matthew 11:11 
24 Morris, 152 
25 St Helen’s Church, Bishopgate, Read Mark Learn: John’s Gospel , 32 
26 Paul David Tripp, “The Bad News About Christmas,” 
https://www.crossway.org/articles/the-bad-news-about-christmas/?utm_source=Crossway+Marketing&ut
m_campaign=9f34cdf387-20181204+-+Marketing+%28General%29+-+Trust+Gospels&utm_medium=em
ail&utm_term=0_0275bcaa4b-9f34cdf387-297419065  
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swallow your pride to the depths that the gift of Jesus Christ requires us to do...To                
accept the true Christmas gift, you have to admit you’re a sinner. You need to be saved                 
by grace. You need to give up control of your life. That is descending lower than any of                  
us really wants to go.  27

 
Whether you are a Christian or not, you will find that your default is “Look God–thanks                
but I have everything I need.” Gift-receiving just isn’t our thing. But God is saying to you                 
again today, “Look–I hear you, but I have everything you need! Behold, the Lamb of               
God who takes away the sin of the world!” I know following him means descending               
lower than you really want to go. But God has revealed himself as the one descended                
for you, whose body was broken for you , and the one whose blood was poured out for                 
you . Each time we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we announce the Lamb’s                
death until he returns. We are announcing that Jesus Christ, the one who came              
down, has also risen back up, and “Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and               
every eye will see him”.  28

 
Our tradition here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it                   
in the juice. There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available to                 
your right. If you’re a baptized believer, this is your sermon application: come and              
behold him. If you’re a believer but not yet baptized, let us know so we can help prepare                  
you for baptism and communion. If you’re not a Christian, this sacred symbol is not for                
you, but rather than taking communion, we encourage you to take Christ. He has              
revealed himself to you this very moment. Don’t break his heart by not receiving his gift.                
There will be pastors in the back to pray with you about anything in your life. Let’s pray. 
 
  

27 Keller, 16-18 
28 Revelation 1:7 
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