
 

Receiving the Truth Spoken in Love 
2 Samuel 12:1-15 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning! My name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. What a sweet way to                  
bring our 2019 membership renewal to a close, by celebrating more amazing people             
God has brought into the Antioch family.  
 
Next Sunday will kick off a three-month emphasis on the second of our five Antioch               
identities, Disciples. The roadmap for this emphasis will be the letter of First Peter,              
which we will walk through verse-by-verse in a sermon series titled, “Everyday Exiles”.             
This will also include trainings, one for men and one for women, on discipleship, which               
is one of the key practical outworkings of being Disciples. The dates of the four Tuesday                
evenings for men and the four Tuesday evenings for women are listed on the screen if                
you want to take note of them. We will also be announcing them in the weeks to come. 
 
In the meantime, I hope you have benefitted as much as I have from our sermon series                 
on “Speaking the Truth in Love”. Today we will bring it to a close by considering not just                  
speaking the truth in love, but “Receiving the Truth in Love. We’ll be back in the Old                 
Testament for an infamous story, when a prophet named Nathan spoke some painful             
truth to a king named David. It’s recorded in 2 Samuel 12:1-15, which you can find on                 
page 263 if you’re using one of the Bibles in the chairs.  
 
Here is today’s main idea: Our ability to speak the truth in love depends on our capacity                 
to receive the truth spoken in love. Since there’s so much to learn from both Nathan and                 
David in this story, the breakdown of the sermon will basically focus, first, on how               
Nathan speaks the truth to David, and second, How David receives the truth from              
Nathan. With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of                 
God’s word. Again, today’s passage is 2 Samuel 12:1-15.  
 
Church, hear the word of the Lord:  
 
And the Lord sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, “There were two                  
men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many                   
flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had                  
bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children. It used to                   
eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it was like a daughter to                     
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him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of his                    
own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor                   
man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.” 5 Then David’s anger                 
was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man                 
who has done this deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he                 
did this thing, and because he had no pity.”  

7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I                  
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave                   
you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your arms and gave you the               
house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as much                   
more. 9 Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You                    
have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your                 
wife and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword                
shall never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the               
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil                    
against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and give                  
them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you                    
did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.’ ” 13 David said                    
to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also                
has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you                
have utterly scorned the Lord, the child who is born to you shall die.” 15 Then Nathan                 
went to his house. 2 Samuel 12:1-15 

 
May the Word preached here today echo in our hearts and among the nations. And all                
God’s people said, Amen. You may be seated.  
 
Exposition 
 
For those of you who have flown on an airplane a few times, “You know the in-flight                 
safety spiel so well that you could probably rattle off the instructions by memory. But               
have you ever wondered why flight attendants are so careful to hammer this information              
into our brain? And more importantly, what might happen if you didn't follow it to the                
letter?”  
 
This week I watched a video of a guy who wanted to know what would happen if he                  
didn’t immediately follow these instructions: “In the event of an emergency, put on your              
oxygen mask first before assisting others.” Ever thought about that? What would you             
do? You’re flying with your children and––heaven forbid––the oxygen masks come           
down; could you resist the temptation to help them first? Within seconds of not having               
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on his oxygen mask, this guy was so out of it that he couldn’t do anything but mumble, “I                   
don’t wanna die.” After it was all over, he reflected,  
 
I don’t wanna get too deep or philosophical with this, but I think there’s a neat metaphor                 
here. Sometimes it’s easy for me to see the problems in other people and focus on that;                 
and I get so carried away with fixing other people that I forget that I have a problem too.                   
And I think that’s what’s so cool about this demonstration. Sometimes you just gotta put               
your mask on first and get yourself sorted before you can help others.  1

 
As we arrive at the end of this sermon series on loving one another by speaking the                 
truth to one another, we could easily miss the point. If we leave this unique moment in                 
the life of our church focused only on fixing others, then (ironically) we’ll never be much                
help to them. It would be a failure on my part as one of your pastors to over-prepare you                   
for speaking the truth, and under-prepare you for receiving it. The reality is, going back               
to where this all started in Ephesians 4, if we are to grow into full maturity in Christ,                  
we’ve all gotta be ready to first receive the truth and let it sort us out, even as we are                    
hoping to help others.  
 
One of the places in the Bible where we see an unforgettable example of both comes                
from the life of a man named David. The story is nestled in First and Second Samuel,                 
two books that describe the rise and fall of the first two kings of God’s Old Testament                 
people. The first king was Saul, who didn’t turn out so well; and the second was David,                 
who seemed to be very opposite of Saul. In fact, in 2 Samuel 7, just a few chapters                  2

before today’s story, the Lord made a promise to David, spoken through the prophet              
Nathan, that went like this: 
 
12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your                  
offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13                

He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom                 
forever...16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me.              
Your throne shall be established forever.’ ” 2 Samuel 7:12-13, 16 
 
That’s kind of a big deal! And though David may not have fully understood it at that time,                  
this promise goes on to be continually emphasized throughout the Bible. That is, until it               
comes true with the arrival of one they called, the Son of David––Jesus Christ. One of                
the most amazing things about this promise, however, is that God made it knowing              

1 Refinery29, “Why You’re Instructed to Put Oxygen Masks On Yourself First,” 
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/why-youre-instructed-to-p_b_11201778  
2 Joyce Baldwin, 1 & 2 Samuel, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries, 251-252 
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David was on the brink of doing several really horrible things. And people say the God                
of the Old Testament isn’t the same God of grace.   3

 
Although I would prefer to just read through all thirty verses of what David did, I’ll just                 
story it for the sake of time. While the army of Israel was out fighting wars, David was                  
chilling in his Jerusalem palace. One day he saw a woman named Bathsheba bathing              
on a rooftop. He liked what he saw, so he sent for her and slept with her and got her                    
pregnant––even though she was married. So David then called her husband, a prized             
soldier named Uriah, to leave the battlefield and enjoy some time at home. But Uriah               
had too much honor to do something like that while his fellow soldiers fought on without                
him. David even got him drunk and tried to send him home to sleep with his wife to                  
cover up what he’d done, but Uriah still wouldn’t do it. So David sent Uriah to the                 
frontlines, where the fighting was so heavy that it not only killed him, but even the other                 
soldiers who conducted him there. Then David took Bathsheba as his wife.  4

 
Keep in mind, this was all still secret. The young king who seemingly could do no wrong                 
has committed adultery, possibly raped, certainly manipulated, murdered, stolen, and          
deceived everyone in the process. And not only that, he was justifying it to himself so                
much that he continued in it without confessing or repenting. So on the very day that                
Bathsheba was giving birth to the child, today’s passage begins.   5

 
I. How Nathan Speaks the Truth to David 
 
This brings us to our first section of teaching on “How Nathan speaks the truth to                
David”. “Whereas in countries [like] Egypt the king was regarded as [a god], in Israel the                
king had to submit to the [one true God] who had chosen him, and [he had to] observe                  
all the commandments given to Israel. It was the task of the prophet [then] to encourage                
the king to [keep those commandments], and to rebuke him...if he failed to do so. [Now,                
before Nathan] the prophet Samuel had [to do this, and he] found King Saul              
[not-so-open] to [receiving the truth],” as we read in 1 Samuel 15:27-28: 
 
27 As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and it tore. 28 And                   
Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has                  
given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 1 Samuel 15:27-28  6

3 The Bible Project, “Read Scripture: Old Testament, Second Samuel,” 
https://thebibleproject.com/videos/2-samuel/; P. Kyle McCarter, Jr., II Samuel, Anchor Yale Bible, 305 
4 2 Samuel 11:1-27 
5 2 Samuel 12:14, 18; Robert D. Bergen, 1, 2 Samuel, The New American Commentary, 355 
6 Baldwin, 251-252 
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In heavenly terms, the prophet spoke to the king with the power to make his reign rise                 
or fall; but in earthly terms, the king spoke to the prophet with the power to make his                  
head rise or fall. Just as we learned in the book of Esther, it was no joke to speak to a                     7

king. With that in mind, plus the reality that Saul hadn’t taken it so well, Nathan was                 
given the dreaded task of speaking the truth to David. And so this brings out a scenario                 
we haven’t deeply considered in this series: speaking the truth to an authority or              
superior, like a boss or parent or elder.  
 
How in the world did Nathan have the guts to do this? The heart of the answer comes                  
from the first few words of the story (in verse 1): 
 
And the Lord sent Nathan to David. 2 Samuel 12:1a 
 
To be sent by the Lord is to carry the full authority of the Lord. It’s the same as we see                     8

later in the New Testament when the risen Jesus says to his disciples (and to us), 
 
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore [in other                 
words, ‘Therefore, in that authority, go’] and make disciples of all nations… Matthew             
28:18-19  9

 
What an emboldening reality! Whereas the previous chapter shows that David sent            
people here and there in his human authority, Nathan is clearly sent with divine              
authority.  And so we learn our first lesson in truth-speaking:  10

 
1) When speaking the truth to an authority, recognize the Lord’s authority 
 
But there are a couple of sides to this lesson. There’s the side we’ve already mentioned,                
that when you’ve sought the Scriptures and prayed and discerned a real need to speak               
the truth in love to an authority, you can have the confidence to actually go through with                 
it because the Lord’s authority itself is behind you. But, on the other side of things, we                 
shouldn’t be flippant with the Lord’s authority, as though we’re some kind of modern-day              
prophet. Even Nathan, who was a literal prophet, didn’t do that. Instead, he came              
according to the Lord’s guidance, and here’s what he said (starting about halfway             
through verse 1): 
 

7 Baldwin, 255 
8 Baldwin, 252 
9 Joey Shaw, All Authority: How the Authority of Christ Upholds the Great Commission 
10 Ronald F. Youngblood, 1 & 2 Samuel, Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 941 
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“There were two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man                   
had very many flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb,                  
which he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his                  
children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and it                    
was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was                   
unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to                   
him, but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to                  
him.” 2 Samuel 12:1-4 
 
What an interesting way to begin the conversation! Nathan doesn’t barrel straight into             
accusations or start with “thus says the Lord”. He’s obviously put a lot of thought into his                 
words.  Let me show you what I mean.  11

 
The parable sets up a baffling comparison with what David had done. The rich man               
represents David, who had “very many flocks and herds,” which in David’s case meant              
everything he could want, including a royal harem of wives he had inherited from King               
Saul before him. The poor man represents Uriah, who “had nothing but one little ewe               12

lamb,” which represents his wife Bathsheba. Like the poor man’s affection for his             
beloved lamb, Uriah apparently treasured his wife, who was inseparable from his heart             
and slept in his arms––though David would soon force her into his arms.  13

 
Then according to verse 4, a guest came to visit the rich man, which, true to ancient                 
Near Eastern hospitality, meant preparing a big meal for him. However, instead of             14

choosing from his own flocks and herds, the rich man went and stole the poor man’s                
precious pet lamb––and barbecued it.  
 
The only way to even remotely describe in modern terms how mean this is, comes I                
think from National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, where Clark Griswold discovers his           
boss has cheated him out of his Christmas bonus: and I quote, selectively of course,  
 
what a cheap, lying, no-good, rotten, four-flushing, low-life, snake-licking,         
dirt-eating...overstuffed, ignorant, blood-sucking, dog-kissing, brainless...hopeless,     
heartless...bug-eyed, stiff-legged, worm-headed...monkey!   15

11 Bergen, 355 
12 Baldwin, 254; Bergen, 356 
13 Baldwin, 252; Bergen, 355 
14 Bergen, 355 
15 IMBd, “Christmas Vacation,” https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0097958/  
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And this heartless rich man is David, stealing poor Uriah’s wife. Except that, if you               
carried the parable further, David also covered up what he did by have the poor man                
killed. And he even covered it up in his own mind, not seeing himself as having done                 
anything wrong, as verse 5 proves: 
 
5 Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As                
the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die, 6 and he shall restore the                  
lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.” 2 Samuel 12:5-6 
 
The comparison between the poor man and rich man actually comes full circle at the               
hands of David himself, who says that the poor man was full of compassion for the                
lamb, while the rich man had no compassion at all. And David swears to God in                16 17

anger that the rich man not only must restore the lamb fourfold as the law required, but                 18

that he’s a scoundrel worthy of death.   19

 
What’s taking place here is common to moments in which we find ourselves calling              
down judgment on others with surprising harshness. If you were suddenly able to pop              
the hood on your heart and look underneath, you’d probably see a deep insecurity              
driving a need to focus on the sin of others in order to feel better about your own sin.                   20

Or, in the words of Romans 2, 
 
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing                
judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very             
same things. Romans 2:1 
 
And this is a flash of the anger that could have been aimed at Nathan had he confronted                  
David with guns blazing. So, what we’ve been seeing here is our second lesson in               
truth-speaking: 
 
2) When speaking the truth to an authority, prepare your words wisely 
 
Nathan has so wisely chosen his words that he has opened up a dialogue. He has                
exegeted the man just as we would exegete the Scriptures. And it’s all going to serve                21

as a mirror to David without Nathan having to shovel accusation or enter a battle of                

16 Youngblood, 943 
17 Youngblood, 943 
18 Exodus 22:1 
19 McCarter, 299 
20 Baldwin, 252-253; Bergen, 355-356 
21 David Powlinson, Speaking the Truth in Love: Counsel in Community, 82 
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opinions. Over and over he has used the key word “man” in his parable, which has                
prepared everything for that unforgettable turn in the conversation in verse 7: 
 
Nathan said to David, “You are the man! 2 Samuel 12:7a   22

 
David’s defenses are down and he’s looking into Nathan’s mirror. Now is the time to               23

say what must be said in tough love: 
 

Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered                 
you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave you your master’s house and your master’s                  
wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were                  
too little, I would add to you as much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of the                   
Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the                  
sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the                   
Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because             
you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11                  

Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I                   
will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie                 
with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing                     
before all Israel and before the sun.’ ” 2 Samuel 12:7-12 
 
This is crushing, but it’s so needed for David. He has already condemned himself after               
Nathan’s parable. Now the Lord himself confirms it and lays out his discipline. And yet               
here we find a third lesson in truth-speaking: 
 
3) When speaking the truth to an authority, point to the good news 
 
Nathan doesn’t just leave David crushed. If you’ve come to speak the truth in love with                
someone, the goal isn’t to ruin them, but to restore them. As a pastor friend of mine                 
taught me, follow the pattern of encourage-encourage-correct-encourage. So Nathan         
continues in verse 13, 
 
“The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 Nevertheless, because by this                 
deed you have utterly scorned the Lord, the child who is born to you shall die.” 15 Then                  
Nathan went to his house. 2 Samuel 12:13-15 
 

22 Youngblood, 942 
23 Baldwin, 253 
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The good news that Nathan points to is the same that often we often sing here, that                 
“Our sins they are many / His mercy is more”. Although David might have been quick                24

to strike down death on the rich man for lesser crimes, God was not quick to strike it                  
down on David (even though he would still bitterly taste the consequences of his              
actions).   25

 
One way I think we can practically apply this passage is when the need arises to speak                 
the truth in love to church leaders, especially pastors. And take note, I didn’t say “if” but                 
“when” the need arises. We as pastors are under no false pretenses––we need the truth               
in love as much as anyone else. However, a church’s culture and polity can keep that                
from happening in healthy ways. So when you discern something that needs to be              
spoken into the life of a pastor, follow some of these lessons from Nathan and go to that                  
pastor privately and in person. Please don’t do it hastily out of emotion, or via email or                 
text message on a Sunday afternoon or a Monday morning, or by talking to another               
pastor or church member about that pastor.  
 
The Bible speaks clearly to this at a couple of points, instructing us in Matthew 18 to                 
confront first in person one on one, and if that doesn’t work then doing it again with                 
another person present, and if that doesn’t work then taking it before the entire church.               
This coincides well with 1 Timothy 5 where Paul tells us not to admit a charge against a                  
pastor except on the evidence of two or three witnesses. If you have a grievance to                
express regarding multiple or perhaps all of the pastors, Matthew 18 is still a helpful               
process to follow rather than simply sending a grievance letter in writing or via email.  
 
One caveat, however; if (heaven forbid) there has been criminal wrongdoing, then our             
process should be to follow the laws of our land and report to the appropriate               
authorities. My hope in speaking to these things isn’t to bring about confusion, but              26

actually the opposite; that we may proactively provide clarity and structure for all of us in                
speaking the truth to one another in love. 
 
II. How David Receives the Truth from Nathan 
 
Now let’s finish out today’s message by turning to our second section of teaching, “How               
David receives the truth from Nathan”. If you’re wondering why we spent so much time               
on Nathan speaking the truth when the sermon is supposed to be about receiving the               

24 Bergen, 357-358 
25 Bergen, 358; Baldwin, 256 
26 Tim Challies, “Do Not Admit a Charge Against an Elder, Except…” 
https://www.challies.com/articles/do-not-admit-a-charge-against-an-elder/  
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truth, well, all we get from David in this story is a handful of words. But it’s a powerful                   
handful of words. We read in verse 13: 
 
David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 2 Samuel 12:13 
 
David is no longer angry. He’s not defensive or dodgy. He owns that he is guilty of the                  
very judgment he had thrown down on the rich man, that he’s a scoundrel worthy of                
death. We have the benefit of a deeper look into his soul in this moment thanks to                 
Psalm 51, which shows us that David prayed, 
 
1 Have mercy on me, O God,  
according to your steadfast love;  
according to your abundant mercy  
blot out my transgressions.  
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,  
and cleanse me from my sin!  
3 For I know my transgressions,  
and my sin is ever before me.  
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned  
and done what is evil in your sight,  
so that you may be justified in your words  
and blameless in your judgment. Psalm 51:1-4 
 
The key to this response in David is one of our key lessons in truth-receiving: 
 
1) When receiving the truth, recognize the Lord’s authority 
 
We’ve already learned that this is important to do when speaking the truth, but it’s just                
as important when receiving the truth. Both in the story and in the psalm, David               
recognizes that his sin was first and foremost against the Lord. If David hadn’t first               
turned away from the Lord and his word, he never would’ve sinned against Uriah,              
Bathsheba, and others. This was above all a breakdown in relationship, not just a lack               27

of performance or a momentary lapse in judgment.  
 
When you and I are confronted with our sin, it’s easy for us to get side-tracked from the                  
main issue at hand. We can find ourselves going down a path of paralyzing fear over                
the consequences of what we’ve done. Or we can riddle ourselves with frustrating guilt              

27 Bergen, 357 
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over the mistake we made. Or we can be ground down by severe shame and despair                
over who we have become. Now, all those reactions are understandable, but they’re             
also pretty self-obsessed. They’re all about us, and while we focus on us, we miss the                
fact that it is the Lord who has been sinned against and hurt and wronged. David                
avoided those side-tracks, and he received the truth in Nathan’s words because he             
recognized the Lord’s authority behind them.  
 
A second lesson we can learn from David’s truth-receiving comes from what David             
doesn’t say in response to Nathan: 
 
2) When receiving the truth, be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger 
 
The wording of this lesson is taken directly from James 1: 
 
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak,                
slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.                
James 1:19-20 
 
Heaven only knows what other hideous things could have come from David’s heart had              
he not been quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger. Maybe, like Saul, he                 
would’ve reached out and laid hands on God’s prophet.  
 
One thing we do know for sure, when confronted with hard truth, human nature tries to                
tell us we only have two options: fight or flight. So we deflect, or we get defensive, or we                   
pretend to listen, or my personal favorite, we turn it around on the person––“and who do                
you think you are…” This is especially easy to do when the truth is spoken in                
less-than-loving ways. Sure, “not every [word of] correction [or critique] is true, but             
nearly all [of them hold] a kernel of truth…[and] Your heart will lie to you until God                 
overrides it with his loving truth about your condition.” That’s what’s happening when             28

David confesses, 
 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,  
and in sin did my mother conceive me. Psalm 51:5 
 
He has allowed God to remind him of the depths of his condition. And so, despite the                 
horrible nature of his sin, we still count him among the wise. Why? Because, 

28 Kathy Ferguson Litton, “Four Tips On How to Accept Correction,” 
https://www.namb.net/planter-wives-blog/four-tips-on-how-to-accept-correction/ 
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The ear that listens to life-giving reproof will dwell among the wise. Proverbs 15:31 
 
The more I learn about David, the more I’m drawn to him. Not because he’s the king                 
who does no wrong, but because he’s the king who falls apart and lets God put him                 
back together; and because he continues trust God even though his life is a mess, even                
as God is disciplining him. This leads us into the third and final lesson on               
truth-receiving: 
 
3) When receiving the truth, let the Lord break you down and build you back  
 
In order for our muscles to grow, we actually have to break them down so they can grow                  
back stronger. That’s why we get sore after workouts––we have just shredded our             
muscle tissue, then while we rest, it grows back even stronger. It’s not that different               
from how God grows us in the Christian life. Being confronted with the truth isn’t the                
time to get all up in your head and withdraw or to look for something fun to distract                  
yourself with; it’s a reminder that you are seen and known and loved enough by God                
(and apparently another person) to be pursued.  
 
In college I remember being a Passion Conference and hearing John Piper preach a              
message titled, “Trusting God to the Hilt with Gutsy Guilt”. The main idea was, like               
David, we should face God with our guilt instead of running away from him, and let him                 
do the work only he can do––breaking us down and building us back up. That meant                
each time we were going to go through a season of painful consequences for our sin,                
but John begged us to continue trusting that God was working for our good even               
through his discipline.   29

 
I mean, look at David. The sword is never going to depart from his house. His wives are                  
going to be slept with in public. Four out of five of his sons will follow in the footsteps of                    
his sexual sin (which should be one of the scariest realities that shakes us out of our                 
resistance to the truth, that what we do in the secret will likely surface in our children in                  
the open); four out of five will experience a premature death, including the son to be                
born to him that very day. Only by the power of God could his heart be broken instead                  30

of filled with bitterness! And so by the power of God he prayed, 
 

16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;  

29 John Piper, “How to Deal with the Guilt of Sexual Failure for the Glory of Christ and His Global Cause,” 
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/how-to-deal-with-the-guilt-of-sexual-failure-for-the-glory-of-christ-a
nd-his-global-cause  
30 Bergen, 357; Youngblood, 946 
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you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.  
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. Psalm 51:16-17 
 
It’s the supernatural work that happens when a heart is offered to God. It’s the miracle                
reflected in a person who doesn’t receive the truth by saying, “I can’t believe I would do                 
something like that,” but instead says, “I can totally see myself doing something like,              
and far worse, without God’s great mercy. Father, have mercy on me, a sinner.”  
 
Conclusion 
 
My friends, we can only give that which we first receive. And we will never be able to                  
speak the truth in love without also receiving the truth spoken in love. Our              
encouragement in this great endeavor, however, is not David. It is the one they call the                
Son of David.  
 
In verse 13, after David confessed his sin against the Lord, Nathan responded, “The              
Lord also has put away your sin”. In other words, the Lord had “transferred” or “atoned                
for” David’s sin. Who had the punishment of his sin been transferred to? Who had made                
the sacrifice that David knew he couldn’t make? None other than Jesus Christ, the Son               
of David, the promised One who would one day come and establish David’s throne              
forever.  
 
When Jesus was dying on the cross, he was dying in the place of a king who had                  
committed adultery, possibly raped, and certainly manipulated, murdered, stolen, and          
deceived everyone in the process. Another way of putting that, while Jesus was dying              
on the cross, he was dying in the place of the sins for which you need to be confronted.                   
And he did so that you might receive that truth and not die; that you might  
 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; [be purged with hyssop, and made clean] 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. [be washed and made whiter than snow] 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; [hear joy and gladness again] 
let the bones that you have broken rejoice. [rejoice despite being broken] 
9 Hide your face from my sins, [have God’s face hidden from your sins] 
and blot out all my iniquities. [have your iniquities blotted out] 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, [have a clean heart created in you] 
and renew a right spirit within me. [have a right spirit renewed within you] 
11 Cast me not away from your presence, [never cast away from God’s presence] 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. [not have the Holy Spirit taken from you] 
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12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, [have the joy of salvation restored to you] 
and uphold me with a willing spirit. [be upheld with a willing spirit] 
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, [that you might teach transgressors] 
and sinners will return to you. [and help sinners return to God] 
14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, [be delivered from bloodguiltiness]  
O God of my salvation, [by the God of your salvation] 
and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. [singing God’s righteousness] 
15 O Lord, open my lips, [and have your lips opened] 
and my mouth will declare your praise. [that your mouth will declare God’s praise]  
Psalm 51:7-15 
 
On the night Jesus was betrayed, he took a loaf of bread and broke it and said to his                   
disciples, “This is my body, which is broken for you; eat this in remembrance of me.” He                 
also took a cup of wine, and after blessing it, gave it to his disciples and said, “This cup                   
is the new covenant marked by the shedding of my blood. For as often as you eat this                  
bread and drink from this cup, you announce the Lord’s death until he returns.” Today               
we are announcing that Jesus Christ first received your punishment and spoke            
your name so that you might receive his forgiveness and speak his praise. 
 
Our tradition here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it                   
in the juice. There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available to                 
your right. If you’re a baptized believer, come and remember who you are and whose               
you are. If you’re a believer but not yet baptized, before coming to the table, we would                 
love to help you first come and declare your faith publicly through baptism. If you’re not                
a Christian, this sacred symbol is not for you, but rather than taking communion, we               
encourage you to take Christ. He has made himself available to you this very moment.               
There will be pastors and prayer warriors in the back to talk and pray with you about any                  
need you have. Let’s pray. 
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