
 

Enduring Word, Enduring Family 
1 Peter 1:22-2:3 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Good morning church, my name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. We are about                 
one-third of the way through our three-month emphasis on one of our five Antioch              
identities, that of being Disciples. This is part of a two-and-a-half-year journey through             
all the identities and their practical outworkings. You might find yourself wondering at             
some point, “Why in the world are we doing this?”  
 
Well, when I arrived at Antioch coming up on two years ago, one of the wisest words                 
spoken to me came from a couple of beloved founding members, Lynn and Suzanne              
Groce. They said, “Brad, your biggest challenge is going to be capturing the original              
vision and spirit of Antioch and passing it on to a new generation of Antioch members.”                
Honestly, the temptation put before me has been to either lead us to just maintain the                
past, or to completely abandon the past with a new direction. I don’t think either of those                 
things were what Antioch needed, but instead to build on the foundation of the past, to                
intentionally create a bridge between what Antioch has been and what God wants             
Antioch to be. Hence, not only exploring our identities together, but also our mission as               
we process and pray through our Sabbath Year and Post-Sabbath Year prayer guides. I              
would remind you, as I often have to remind myself, along with my led foot on the gas                  
pedal, we are still a church very much in transition, and that’s challenging, and it’s ok to                 
go slow.  
 
That said, this week in Family Groups (if possible) you’ll be walking through the March               
chapter of the Post-Sabbath Year Prayer Guide. Although this is currently the last             
chapter in the guide, we are in the process of printing the next few chapters to give you                  
next month so you can insert them into your guides. If you don’t have one of these,                 
there are copies in the back. 
 
Guiding all this, and not vice-versa, is the word of the Lord. So open your Bibles with me                  
as we return to the letter of First Peter in our series subtitled, “Everyday Exiles”. The                
passage we’ll be tackling (or perhaps, will be tackling us) is 1 Peter 1:22-2:3, which you                
can find on page 1014 if you’re using one of the Bibles in the chairs. The title of today’s                   
message is “Enduring Word, Enduring Family,” and the main idea goes like this:             
Because the Word of the Lord endures forever, the family of the Lord can endure today.                
I find the movement of the passage to be a lot like a ping pong ball bouncing back and                   
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forth between these two inseparable realities: Enduring Word - 1:22a, Enduring Family -             
1:22b, Enduring Word - 1:23-25, Enduring Family - 2:1, Enduring Word - 2:2-3.   1

 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word.                  
Again, today’s passage is 1 Peter 1:22-2:3. Church, hear the word of the Lord:  
 
22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love,                
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have been born again, not of                 
perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for  
 

“All flesh is like grass  
and all its glory like the flower of grass.  
The grass withers,  
and the flower falls,  
25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.”  
 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.  
 
2 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2 Like                  
newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into                
salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 1 Peter 1:22-3:3 
 
May the Word preached here today echo in our hearts and among the nations. And all                
God’s people said, Amen. You may be seated.  
 
Exposition 
 
One of my most thrilling moments as a missionary was the first time I shared the gospel                 
in another language. I opened up my mouth and stumbled through the story of              
redemption stretching from creation to Christ, a method we had been trained to use              
called C2C. To my disbelief, the man I shared with not only responded that he believed,                
but asked, “Can I share this story with everyone I know?” Umm. Yes.  
 
Track ahead one year in that man’s life. After striving for months to establish a local                
church with him and a few other new believers, we were giving up hope that it would                 
ever work. They were all about Christ. But the church? They could take it or leave it. For                  
some time I was wounded by their disobedience. What audacity to snub their noses at               

1 Terms “enduring Word” and “enduring family” were inspired by Tim Chester and Steve Timmis, 
Everyday Church: Gospel Communities on Mission, 61-65 
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the bride of Christ! Only later did it hit me. I think it may have been my fault. Let me                    
explain. 
 
As mentioned, I had shared a well-oiled version of the creation to Christ story. And at                
the end I called for repentance and faith in Christ alone for salvation. But I made no                 
mention of the family of God. And in so doing, I had stopped short of sharing the whole                  
gospel, as professor and pastor Gregg Allison later taught me: “The church is an              
ingredient of the gospel, not just a product.” In it we are not merely reconciled to God,                 
but to one another. Thus the whole gospel means a “covenantal” relationship with God              2

and his church from the very beginning.   3

 
Instead, I had preached a “contractual” gospel, making the church “not only [unneeded]             
but perhaps [even] a hindrance to personal growth”. So no wonder the man with whom               4

I shared the gospel was always ready to have coffee with me—and ready to bounce               
when the rest of the church showed up!  
 
So, here’s a proposed revision to our understanding of the gospel: C2C ≠ Creation to               
Christ, but instead C2C = Creation to Church.  5

 
What’s the point of starting with all this? Because otherwise we won’t fully understand              
what Peter is trying to teach these first century Christian communities, or what it has to                
do with our congregation today. Remember, they were tiny pockets of nobodies in what              
was thought to be the eternal Roman empire. Think baby sea turtles who have made it                6

from the nest across the beach, only to now be adrift in the vast and terrifying ocean.                 
The survival rate for a baby Christian on their own was––and still is––tiny. Thankfully,              
within the gospel, God created a survival strategy for Christians on the margins: it’s              
called church; also known as Christian community; also known around Antioch as            
“family”.  
 
But God’s family isn’t just his survival strategy for everyday exiles, it’s also his mission               
strategy. Remember last week, Peter began teaching us how to live in light of the great                7

salvation we’ve received. He started out by saying we should be a holy people, in the                

2 Ephesians 2:14-22 
3 Gregg R. Allison, Sojourners and Strangers: The Doctrine of the Church, Loc 3228-3248; Chester and 
Timmis, 54 
4 Michael Horton, People and Place: A Covenantal Ecclesiology, 170-171 
5 Bradley Bell, “The Gospel with No Caboose: C2C as Creation to Church,” 
https://brokenmissiology.com/2015/03/24/the-gospel-with-no-caboose-c2c-as-creation-to-church/  
6 Karen H. Jobes, 1 Peter, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, Loc 3184 
7 Chester and Timmis, 55-56 
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world but not like the world. And it would be our differences that would actually draw the                 
world to us and to Christ. This week Peter is going to show us that the key way we are a                     
holy people is by our enduring love for one another as family.   8

 
Enduring Word - 1:22a 
 
But we have to be careful not to put the cart before the horse. The truth that Peter is                   
going to bring us back to over and over is this: “What forms and sustains [God’s family]                 
is [actually] not a commitment to [being family] per se but a commitment to the gospel                
Word.”  And so the passage kicks off this way in verse 22: 9

 
22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love,                
1 Peter 1:22a 
 
Ever notice how a focus on holiness by itself can get people acting really religious? And                
when people get to acting really religious, they’re usually not very merciful to             
themselves or to one another. That’s the danger after Peter’s focus last week on being               
holy. So the focus here in verse 22 must be on “your obedience to the truth,” the word of                   
truth about Jesus that has actually made you holy. And it’s not just acknowledging that               
truth, but giving in to the Person of Jesus to remake you in a way you can’t take credit                   
for; as James writes, 
 
18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of                     
firstfruits of his creatures. James 1:18 
 
That’s why we focused so much last week on how the word of truth makes you pleasing                 
to your heavenly Father. That alone has the power to make you even want to be                
obedient and holy and pure. And if you are living in light the Father’s pleasure with you,                 
then your holiness and purity is guaranteed to lead to “a sincere brotherly love”. In other                
words, a genuine love, not just a pretend love.  10

 
That might look like wanting to truly understand others and thus asking thoughtful             
questions and listening. Or it might look like being willing to fight for what is right and                 
good in others’ lives, even if that means confronting them in love. Or (as we’re learning                

8 Chester and Timmis, 53 
9 Chester and Timmis, 60 
10 Wayne A. Grudem, 1 Peter: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, 
93-94 
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in Disciple Training) it might look like investing your knowledge, character, and skills into              
others so they can go do the same. 
 
So, here is a great test of the state of your soul and its warmth to the gospel Word. Do                    
you genuinely love God’s family? And remember, that includes kindness toward yourself            
as well since you’re part of this family.  The Apostle John puts it this way: 11

 
20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not                    
love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 1 John                 
4:20 
 
Don’t overthink this and lie awake at night weighing every motive behind baking a pie               
for someone in your Family Group. But if you find yourself forced toward people by               
Christianity rather than drawn to them, you may be getting the cart before the horse. 
 
Enduring Family - 1:22b 
 
A big reason why this is so important is that genuinely loving God’s family isn’t just a                 
box to be checked. It’s actually just the beginning. Peter says to us, ‘Once you’ve got                
that down, then’ 
 
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 1 Peter 1:22b 
 
This may just sound repetitive, but it’s actually something different altogether. Peter            
moves from the verb for brotherly, non-fake love to the verb for deep, unconditional              
love. And he throws in the word we translate “earnestly,” the same word used in               12

describing Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. The resulting idea is a love              13

that is always stretching and straining and growing.   14

 
This isn’t just the feel-good love that happens in the honeymoon phase of a relationship.               
It’s not just loving people because they’re lovely––Jesus says even pagans do that.             15

This is stretching and straining to love when all you see are the differences, when all                
you feel is the friction, when it’s really tempting to believe that that other church across                
looks like they’ve really got it together. 

11 Andrew Peterson, “Be Kind to Yourself,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYiM-sOC6nE  
12 Grudem, 94-95 
13 Luke 22:44 
14 Edmund Clowney, The Message of First Peter, The Bible Speaks Today Series, Loc 1020 
15 Matthew 5:46-48 
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This probably isn’t the best church growth strategy, but it’s what I talk to new members                
about all the time: “I know right now Antioch seems awesome, but the longer you’re               
here, the more you’re going to see the mess. So the invitation is, ‘Come join us in the                  
mess, and grow with us.’” 
 
And just in case we’ve already started to forget since the last time Peter mentioned it,                
this stretching and straining love is fed “from a pure heart”. This is what our youth are                 
currently learning in their series on purity, that purity isn’t so much just yielding from a                
physical action, but inviting Jesus to also sort out the desire underneath the temptation.             

  16

 
Enduring Word - 1:23-25 
 
That is only possible, according to Peter in verse 23, 
 
23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through               
the living and abiding word of God, 1 Peter 1:23 
 
There is deep connection here between this verse and the previous one. Basically, if              17

you’re gonna have any hope for a new spiritual family that will endure, then you’re               
gonna need the hope of a new spiritual reality that will endure. For these marginalized               
Christians to whom Peter was writing, being adopted into God’s family meant being             
rejected from the world’s family. Often that meant rejection from literal family and friends              
and neighbors whose word and love were perishable. Thus, the very nature of church              
from the beginning was to be an alternative family for rejects, a place of belonging for                
exiles. How were they (and we) to have hope that this bunch of misfits would actually                18

be family? I think The Message translation actually helps us get past the jargon to see                
the answer: 
 
Your new life is not like your old life. Your old birth came from mortal sperm; your new                  
birth comes from God’s living Word. Just think: a life conceived by God himself! 1 Peter                
1:23, MSG 
 
When your faith climbed up onto the cross of Jesus, and your hope settled into the tomb                 
of Jesus, and your name was called to come out alive, you came out united to a new                  
family forever, albeit not a family of your own choosing. And when you’ve reached the               

16 James 1:14-15 
17 Grudem, 97 
18 Chester and Timmis, 62 
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point where you can no longer endure God’s family––and if you haven’t yet, just hang               
around long enough and that day will come––the answer isn’t to suck it up and try                
harder. The answer is to set your eyes afresh on God’s living Word, the nature of the                 
seed that started the family. Just consider this comparison between the world’s family             
and God’s family: 
 
24 for  

“All flesh is like grass  
and all its glory like the flower of grass.  
The grass withers,  
and the flower falls,  
25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.”  
 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 1 Peter 1:24-25 
 
The nature of the world’s family is grass. Here today, gone tomorrow. It’s the next-door               
neighbor who sees his live-in girlfriend’s cancer diagnosis as an opportunity to move his              
new girlfriend in. Why not––life is grass! This is how the world’s family works.  
 
But not God’s family. Here, Peter quotes from Isaiah 40 where God promised his people               
exiled in Babylon that he would not abandon them. If you ever read it you’ll notice                19

“there is a great sense of urgency because God’s people are gradually turning away              
from [him]. “Comfort, comfort my people,” God tells Isaiah. ‘With what?!’ you can             20

picture Isaiah saying. That “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass.                  
The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.”  
 

● ‘Little Israelite exiles, I know Babylon seems permanent, but only my word            
remains forever.’  

● ‘Little Christian exiles, I know Rome seems permanent, but only my word            
remains forever.’ 

● ‘Little Antioch exiles, I know the struggle seems permanent, but only my word             
remains forever. And this word is the good news that was preached to you.’  21

 
 
 
 

19 Jobes, Loc 3133 
20 Jobes, Loc 3160  
21 Jobes, Loc 3207 
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Enduring Family - 2:1 
 
So in light of this enduring Word, Jesus Christ, who is alive forever in the hearts of his                  
family, 
 
put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 1 Peter 2:1 
 
First of all, this assumes, once again, that to be a Christian is to be part of God’s family.                   
This is because you can’t even commit these sins unless there are other people              
involved!   22

 
● Malice is “not only ill intent but also any actions [that are] harmful to others”. 
● Deceit is intentionally harming others “through trickery or falsehood”. 
● Hypocrisy is harming others through “the masking of inward evil by an outward             

show of righteousness”. 
● Envy is “the opposite of thankfulness for good which comes to others”.  
● Slander is “any speech which harms or is intended to harm others”.  23

 
This is kind of like putting instruction onlines for assembling homemade bombs. Why?             
Because if you want to know how to destroy God’s family, right there it is.   24

 
And so Peter tells us to put away these things, to take them off like soiled clothes. But                  25

that’s easier said than done! For example, a few years ago Katie and I went through a                 
discipleship program called Sonship. The first session included something called the           
“tongue test”. For one week we were supposed to keep our tongue (either in speech or                
thought) from anything negative or critical toward God, ourselves, and others. I lasted             
about two seconds. Complete failure! And that was the point. It’s impossible to control              
the tongue by ourselves.  
 
James helps us understand why in no uncertain terms when he writes,  
 
6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our                 
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on                
fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed                   

22 Chester and Timmis, 55 
23 Grudem, 99 
24 Jobes, Loc 3255 
25 Grudem, 98-99 
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and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a                  
restless evil, full of deadly poison. James 3:6-8 
 
How in the world then are we to keep from setting God’s family ablaze, spewing poison                
onto the bride of Christ?  
 
Enduring Word - 2:2-3 
 
Well, you can just try harder. Let me know how that works out for you. Or you can heed                   
the words of Peter, who concludes,  
 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into                  
salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 1 Peter 2:2-3 
 
First of all, think about the ongoing comparison here between our poisonous human             
words and God’s pure words. Ours bring death, but God’s nourishes life. So when we               
are failing to endure the family, and our tongues are doing what our tongues do, we                
need to return to the enduring Word, the life-giving milk with the power to put the fire                 
out. We often come in cobra to a gathering like this––I do! But if Jesus Christ the living                  
Word is lifted up––and this is why we try to saturate our gatherings with the               
Scriptures––then by the end we should all be somehow morphed into cooing infants             
again.  
 
According to the authors of Everyday Church, we are to long for the Word “with all the                 
desperate single-mindedness of new born babies craving their mother’s milk…[And this]           
is so much more than acquiring new information...We are people who have acquired a              
taste for the goodness of God and who long to experience that taste again...The Word               
of God is where we discover the precious blood of Christ, where we see the goodness                
of God in the cross of Jesus. So we do not read the Bible simply to fill our minds, but to                     
change our hearts. We do not read the Bible simply to be informed, but to be conformed                 
to the image of Jesus.”  “Coming to the word is coming to the Lord.”   26 27

 
Conclusion 
 
So, what then is the application for those of us who have indeed tasted that the Lord is                  
good? This is the moment preachers dream of, right? I get to shove you out the door                 
with some booming command or sob story that makes you act more Christian this week.               

26 Chester and Timmis, 62-63 
27 Clowney, Loc 1113 
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Maybe I should go back to the image of baby sea turtles adrift at sea and tell you, “Fight                   
hard this week, little turtles! I know you’re just shark bait, but you can do it!”  
 
But I’m not sure inspirational speakers or greater efforts are gonna be enough; not just               
to endure this week, but to live a genuine holy life that’s pleasing to your Father this                 
week. If the message of the gospel is “think happy thoughts” or “just try harder,” then to                 
hell with that gospel!  
 
Instead, I want to return to the image of Aaron and Crystal Keifer. What in the world has                  
it been that’s kept them Christian? What has allowed them to endure a living nightmare?  
 

● One, an enduring Word, issued from heaven, sent as a Person who would walk              
in their shoes and endure their sorrows to the point of death on a cross. 

● And two, an enduring family, gifted from heaven, sent as a people who would              
walk alongside them and endure their sorrows to the point of weeping with them              
and rejoicing with them.  

 
What else could have kept them? Positive-but-empty words? “It’s all gonna be ok.”             
Sheer force of will? “Don’t be a cancer victim, be a cancer survivor.” Who are we to                 
think we can survive as everyday exiles apart from an enduring Word and an enduring               
family?  
 
Remember our last two sermon series? “Advent: The Word Made Flesh” and            
“Membership: Speaking the Truth in Love”. What God has accomplished through Jesus            
Christ, the Word made flesh, is nothing less than create a family where we can minister                
this Word to one another––in other words, speak the truth in love to one another. In                28

the words of World War II martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer,  
 
Our Christian community can never live by our own words and deeds, but only by that                
one Word and deed that really binds us together, the forgiveness of sins in Jesus               
Christ...Christian community is not an ideal we have to realize, but rather a reality              
created by God in Christ in which we may participate...When God had mercy on us,               
when God revealed Jesus Christ to us as our brother, when God won our hearts by                
God’s own love, our instruction in Christian love began at the same time. When God               
was merciful to us, we learned to be merciful with one another. When we received               
forgiveness instead of judgment, we too were made ready to forgive each other...Thus             
God taught us to encounter one another as God has encountered us in Christ.              

28 Chester and Timmis, 65 
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“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of              
God” (Romans 15:7).  29

 
Church, welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory              
of God.  
 
Just as Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took a loaf of bread and broke it and                  
welcomed his disciples, saying, “This is my body, which is broken for you; eat this in                
remembrance of me.” He also took a cup of wine, and after blessing it, welcomed his                
disciples and said, “This cup is the new covenant marked by the shedding of my blood.                
For as often as you eat this bread and drink from this cup, you announce the Lord’s                 
death until he returns.” Today we are announcing that Jesus Christ is the Word              
through which we taste and see that the Lord is good.  
 
Our tradition here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it                   
in the juice. There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available to                 
your right. If you’re a baptized believer, come and remember who you are and whose               
you are. If you’re a believer but not yet baptized, before coming to the table, we would                 
love to help you first come and declare your faith publicly through baptism. If you’re not                
a Christian, this sacred symbol is not for you, but rather than taking communion, we               
encourage you to take Christ. He has made himself available to you this very moment.               
There will be pastors and prayer warriors in the back to talk and pray with you about any                  
need you have. Let’s pray. 
 
 
  

29 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together and Psalms: Prayer Book of the Bible, 34-38 via Chester and 
Timmis, 59, 61 
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