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Introduction 

 

Good morning, my name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. It’s exciting to be 
continuing on today with our current sermon series, Sending God, Sent Church. This is 
a vision series, which is intended to refresh us on who God says we are as a church. It 
is not a “missions series,” trying to get you pumped up about doing missions for God. In 
fact, it was intentionally built to follow our Rest and Roots series to help us see how a 
posture of resting and depending on Christ is actually what propels us with power into 
God’s mission. It’s a war cry that says our new identity in Christ--based on what he  has 
done for us--compels us into fruitful lives and sustains us in the many battles on the way 
to one day meeting God face to face. 
 
Today we are finishing up a review of our five basic identities as a church with our 
identity as blessing. The passage we’ll be learning from is Acts 10, and since we’ll be 
working through the entire chapter I won’t ask you to stand. Instead, I’ll read the chapter 
in three chunks as we go, so rather than standing in honor of God’s word, just honor it 
by reading along with me. The verses will be on the screen as always, and you can find 
the passage on page 918 of the Bibles in the chairs. If you’re a notetaker, then you’ll be 
glad to know that I’ll be unpacking the story in three ways: God is blessing, God is 
blessing in us, and God is blessing through us. 
 
Exposition 

 
So first, let’s start with a really good question. What in the world does “blessing” mean? 
I don’t start there to get you thinking, but honestly because that’s the question I started 
with: ‘I’m preaching a sermon on blessing--what does that even mean?!’  

● Is it the things you’re supposed to count at night when reflecting on your day--you 
know, don’t just count sheep but count your blessings?  

● Is it that pity you give to others when you feel sorry for them but you really just 
want to laugh at them--like, ‘Oh, bless his little heart’?  

● Is it some sort of prosperity like you hear on so-called Christian television 
stations--’Just believe, and God is gonna bless you with a breakthrough’? 
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Man, it’s really a word that has been worn out and frazzled like a good hand-me-down. 
And yet it’s so biblical and so meaningful. It’s worth pulling it back out from the back of 
the dresser and remembering it with joy and wonder. Literally, its root meaning comes 
from the act of kneeling, which reflects the way in which you might think of someone 
receiving something from a king or offering something to him in gratitude. It carries the 
sense of approving or affirming.  In the Old Testament this often included a promise of 1

favor and prosperity and success. For example, God initiated a relationship with a man 
named Abram and said to him, 
 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” Genesis 12:1-3 
 
God’s blessing of Abram includes the ridiculous promise of an entire people group 
coming from him, a nation God will use to bless the entire world. Really, for us to 
understand blessing, the story of Abram is the foundation and the story of Jesus Christ 
is the fulfillment. In the New Testament, blessing has less to do with material favor and 
more to do with spiritual favor. It’s the approval of having a right relationship with God. 
Here where the story of Abram and the story of Jesus meet: 
 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in Christ Jesus the 
blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised 
Spirit through faith. Galatians 3:13-14 
 
The great nation of Abraham, who might be called “the father of our faith,” is no longer a 
ethnic people group in a special covenant with God--it’s the people of faith, of the same 
faith as Abraham, trusting wholly in God for his greatest blessing, the blessing of a right 
relationship with him through Jesus Christ.  People of any ethnicity, any race, any 2

background, any mess, any class, any gender, any language, any age. Anyone who 
wants in on the blessing of kneeling before the greatest King, Jesus Christ, and being 
given not a promise of land or money or fame but the right to be called a son or 
daughter of God! This is heart of our God, our sending God, our blessing God.  

1 E.E. Carpenter and P.W. Comfort, Holman Treasury of Key Bible Words, 21 
2 W.E. Brown, “Blessing,” Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology, 70 
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I. God is Blessing 

 

And that is actually the first thing we observe from the story of Peter and Cornelius 
today: God is blessing. Read with me, beginning in Acts chapter ten, verse one: 
 

1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as 
the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms 
generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth hour of the 
day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.” 4 
And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your 
prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 5 And now send men 
to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is lodging with one Simon, a 
tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 7 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, 
he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from among those who attended him, 
8 and having related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. Acts 10:1-8 

 

Throughout this sermon series we’ve been tracking the sending of God’s people, and 
how the good news of Jesus moves from existing among only a handful of people to 
thousands of people in Jerusalem, and then begins to spread into the surrounding 
areas. This week we get to see how the good news about Jesus finally begins reaching 
to the ends of the earth--not necessarily the geographic ends of the earth, but to people 
who were the furthest from God. These people are the Gentiles, anyone not part of 
Abraham’s ethnic people, the nation of Israel.   3

 
And dare I say it...this is us. Whether or not you’re into this show (and into spending 
your free time crying), most of us can relate to the collective longing to identify 
ourselves with something, for someone to ‘get us’. So I think we love shows like This Is 
Us and Parenthood right now because they acknowledge the complexity of life; we can 
relate to being people who at times find ourselves in a big, dramatic mess. (If you don’t 
feel that way right now, just wait until Thanksgiving and then you’ll remember.)  
 
But what captures us far more accurately than primetime tv is the biblical description of 
Gentiles. Hear this from Ephesians chapter two: 
 
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by 
hands—remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 

3 John R.W. Stott, The Message of Acts, 181 
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commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. Ephesians 2:11-12 
 
Now this  is us! Separated, alienated, having no hope and without God in the world. A 
chasm so wide between us and God that we’re just about as close as the ends of the 
earth. Cornelius, one of the main characters in today’s story, was one of our kind. And it 
appears as though he was one of the more noble Gentiles around. A centurion, or 
captain in the Roman army, he is described as “a devout man who feared God with all 
his household, gave alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God” (v. 
2), “prayers and alms [that] ascended as a memorial before God” (v. 4), all of which 
served to make him “well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation” (v. 22).  This guy was 4

legit. In fact, there seems to be only one thing he lacked in order to be a full-on Jewish 
convert: circumcision.  But that was no big deal, right? He could still be one of the guys? 5

 
Wrong! To the Jews, it didn’t matter how devoutly Cornelius prayed to the one true God 
or how much money he gave away, they might speak nicely of him, but at the end of the 
day he was still an unclean Gentile, a filthy dog . This perspective, this exclusivism, this 
racism, was not what God intended for his people in the Old Testament. Yes, they were 
to be a holy people, set apart from other nations, but in order to shine like a giant 
flashing arrow pointing to their great God.  They were blessed to be a blessing!  6

 
And if they weren’t going to share the blessing of knowing God, then God was gonna do 
it himself. That’s what we see happening here; that’s why a Gentile is seeing a vision 
from an angel--because God  is blessing.  
 

II. God is Blessing Through Us 

 

But notice, the angel didn’t preach. He didn’t even mention Jesus. He told Cornelius to 
send for a man named Peter.  That’s because--and this is our second point--God is 7

blessing through us. Let’s pick up the story again in verse nine: 
 

9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up 
on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray.10 And he became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 and saw the 
heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being let down by its 

4 Stott, 185 
5 Stott, 185; F.F. Bruce, Acts, 216 
6 Stott, 185-186 
7 Stott, 186 
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four corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of 
the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, 
“By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean.” 15 
And the voice came to him again a second time, “What God has made clean, do not call 
common.” 16 This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at once to heaven. 
17 Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision that he had seen 
might mean, behold, the men who were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for 
Simon's house, stood at the gate 18 and called out to ask whether Simon who was 
called Peter was lodging there. 19 And while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit 
said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you. 20 Rise and go down and 
accompany them without hesitation, for I have sent them.” 21 And Peter went down to 
the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for. What is the reason for your 
coming?” 22 And they said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, 
who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send 
for you to come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So he invited them 
in to be his guests. Acts 10:9-23a 

The scene has suddenly changed from Caesarea to Joppa where our beloved ol’ Peter 
is chillin’ on the roof of a beach house and saying, ‘Hey, somebody bring me some food, 
I’m hungry up here.’ I love how all the commentators I read try to over-spiritualize what 
Peter is doing. Peter has probably been travelling around visiting Christians who were 
scattered from Jerusalem, and now he’s getting some rest and some lunch.  And I love 8

that it’s right in the middle of these really ordinary things that God does something 
extraordinary. He sees this weird vision of a sheet coming down with all kinds of 
animals on it, and he is told to kill and eat. What in the world? 
 
There are neighborhoods in Jerusalem today where Orthodox Jews post signs like this 
one. If you can’t read it, it says, “Groups passing through our neighborhoods severely 
offend the residents--please stop this,” and also “Please do not pass through our 
neighborhood in immodest clothes...Please do not disturb the sanctity of our 
neighborhood and our way of life as Jews committed to God and his Torah”. Before 
nearly walking down one of these streets, the group I was with were told that we could 
be met with cold stares and even a few rocks.  
 
This might give you a modern-day taste of the significant dividing lines between Jews 
and Gentiles, but this is only referring to clothing, whereas much of what kept Jews and 
Gentiles from interacting with each other on in really normal ways was their differences 
in food. The easiest way for a Jew to become ceremonially unclean, or unable to come 

8 Stott, 182 
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near to God in worship,  was to get anywhere near non-kosher food, Gentile food, food 9

God had commanded his people not to eat.  So when the Lord told Peter to kill and eat, 10

it’s no wonder Peter responded with outrage. There were unclean animals on that picnic 
sheet, and to eat them would go against everything he’d ever known.  ‘How could I 11

possibly go against my ethnic identity?! Why would I throw my cultural heritage away?!’  
 
And so bubbles to the surface the most common reason in the world for the blessing of 
God not passing to others: us. We keep it to ourselves because we think it’s only for 
ourselves, our kind of people, the ones who speak our language. In order to pass on the 
blessing of knowing God, it requires us to bend what is common and comfortable to us 
according to our ethnicity and culture. Otherwise, we require others to conform to us 
before they can come to Christ.  
 
This means not just inviting people onto our turf, but going into theirs. It’s no ‘meet us 
halfway’. Just as God took 100% of the initiation in coming to us, we should expect to 
take 100% of the initiative to move toward others; to enter into their space, eat their 
food, try to understand their worldview, all so we can most effectively communicate 
Jesus to them in a way they  can understand.  
 
This is the tension that Peter was caught in. Consider how ironic it is that Peter is facing 
this challenge in Joppa, the same city where a few hundred years before a prophet 
named Jonah had also been called by God to share his blessing with Gentiles, the 
people of Nineveh.  Jonah was so sickened by the thought of it that he ran away. Will 12

Peter now do the same? Thankfully, the Lord is persistent, sending the same vision 
three times, and then speaking directly to Peter to receive the visitors from Cornelius 
“without hesitation” (v. 20), or perhaps more aptly put, without distinction.  We see so 13

clearly that God is dead set on his blessing reaching to the ends of the earth, and he is 
also dead set on making sure that blessing comes through his people, his slow-to-get-it 
people like Abraham and Jonah and Peter and you and me.  
 
III.  God is Blessing In Us 

 

That’s why this story brings about great hope instead of guilt. As God is seeking to bless 
through us, he is also bringing about the necessary changes in us. In other words, he is 

9 William J. Larkin, Jr., Acts, 158 
10 Bruce, 222-223 
11 Bruce, 218 
12 Stott, 186 
13 Stott, 187 
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blessing in  us, which is our third and final observation from the passage. Let’s finish it 
out, beginning in verse twenty-three: 
 

The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa 
accompanied him. 24 And on the following day they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was 
expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 When Peter 
entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But Peter 
lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am a man.” 27 And as he talked with him, he went 
in and found many persons gathered. 28 And he said to them, “You yourselves know 
how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but 
God has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean. 29 So when I 
was sent for, I came without objection. I ask then why you sent for me.” 30 And 
Cornelius said, “Four days ago, about this hour, I was praying in my house at the ninth 
hour, and behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your 
prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32 Send 
therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of 
Simon, a tanner, by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you at once, and you have been kind 
enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that 
you have been commanded by the Lord.” 34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: 
“Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to 
Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you 
yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the 
baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 
40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear,41 not to all the people 
but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all 
the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell 
on all who heard the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had 
come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even 
on the Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 
Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them to be 
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baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 
Acts 10:23b-48 

Something was up with Peter. First, he’s staying at a tanner’s house, which technically 
would have been an unclean house since the tanner worked with dead animals.  14

Second, he agrees to let a group of Gentiles stay with him at the tanner’s house. And 
third, he actually agrees to go to Cornelius’s house. And then when he enters the 
house, he is unwilling to let Cornelius treat him like he’s better, and he himself refuses 
to treat Cornelius like a Gentile dog, saying to him, “You yourselves know how unlawful 
it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown 
me that I should not call any person common or unclean...Truly I understand that God 
shows no partiality” (vv. 28, 34). Nothing short of a miracle has taken place in Peter’s 
heart and mind. In fact, one theologian said this:  
 
The principal subject of this chapter is not so much the conversion of Cornelius as the 
conversion of Peter.  15

 

There was still work to be done through Peter, therefore there was still work to be done 
in  Peter. And you can’t separate those two. I get so frustrated at how we continue to 
define God’s mission as only what he wants to do through you to bless the nations. 
That’s only half of the definition! The other half--equally important--is what God wants to 
do through the nations to bless you, to change you, to make you more like Jesus. And 
one will not happen without the other.  
 
Case in point: Peter. God had to change something in Peter, and when he did, look 
what happened: he was given the privilege of sharing the good news of Jesus with the 
first Gentile family; he got to be a HUGE blessing. He got to be on the front row of 
seeing the undeniable proof that God accepts anyone who repents and believes in 
Jesus Christ.   16

 

Conclusion 

 
So what does all this tell us about our identity as blessing? I want to go from general to 
specific. Generally speaking, our identity as a blessing means an ongoing eagerness to 
God applying his blessing in us that he might pass his blessing through us.  

14 Stott, 184-185 
15 Stott, 186 
16 Stott, 197 
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Specifically speaking, all this applies very tangibly to our relationship with Asha, a small 
church made up primarily of Nepali-Bhutanese refugees. I want to lay this out with three 
simple graphics: 

 
This reflects the current state of our relationship with Asha. When I was in the hiring 
process I was told multiple times that Antioch and Asha were “one church”. After six 
months I have come to see that though we are one church in our desire, we actually 
function mostly as two separate churches with a bit of overlap.  
 

 
This pictures where we’re hoping to go, toward a deeper integration. Ideally, we want to 
be one church in desire and function, who has shared leadership, structure, vision, 
resources, facilities, etc. However, because the gospel flows most freely through a 
common language and culture, we want to maintain unique English-speaking and 
Nepali-speaking gatherings and Family Groups so that people can hear and sing the 
gospel in their heart language and culture.  
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This represents the future vision of our relationship with Asha. We hope and pray that 
God not only continues his work through Antioch in English and Nepali expressions, but 
that he would birth new expressions, maybe Somali or Hispanic or whatever he wants. 
This is built on the conviction that other ethnic groups not only need us, but we need 
them, and have perhaps even more to learn from them than they do from us.  
 
This is the multiethnic bride that Jesus bought with his own blood. On the night he was 
betrayed, when he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, broke it and gave it to his 
disciples and said to them, “This is my body, which is broken for you; eat this in 
remembrance of me.” He also took a cup of wine, and after blessing it, gave it to his 
disciples and said, “This cup is the new covenant marked by the shedding of my blood. 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink from this cup, you announce the Lord’s 
death until he returns.” We are announcing that Jesus Christ himself is the blessing 

we all seek.  

 
Our tradition here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it 
in the juice. There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available to 
my left, your right. If you’re a baptized believer, come and remember what Jesus has 
done for you. If you’re a believer but not yet baptized, let us know so we can help 
prepare you for baptism and communion. If you’re not a Christian, this sacred symbol is 
not for you, but rather than taking communion, we encourage you to take Christ. He has 
made himself available to you this very moment. There will be pastors in the back and 
people to pray with you on the sides. Let’s pray. 
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