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Introduction 

 

Good morning, my name is Brad and I’m one of the pastors here. Merry Christmas to 
you! It’s the most wonderful time of the year. Anyone been singing it? Any Scrooges out 
there? There’s always one in a crowd.  
 
Well, friends, we’re right in the middle of the Advent season--Advent, meaning “arrival” 
or “coming”--the season in which we look back to the arrival of Jesus on earth and look 
forward to the second coming of Jesus to earth. The particular angle in which we’re 
looking at Jesus’ advent this year is where the ordinary meets the extraordinary; not just 
where God and man meet face to face, but where God puts on a human face and 
becomes a man.  
 
We’re able to do this because God has given the story to us not just as a list of historical 
facts but through the eyes of the people who were there; not in polished memoirs but in 
the uncut recordings of Luke. Last week the unlikely character we got to consider was 
the old priest Zechariah and his barren wife Elizabeth. Through them we learned that 
the Lord is gracious to those who doubt. This week we’re going to build on their story by 
considering an even more unlikely character, Mary the mother of Jesus.  
 
And really, even though what’s happening to these characters has many parallels, we’ll 
see that they are actually in severe contrast to one another. If we learned last week that 
the Lord is gracious to those who doubt, then this week we’ll learn that the Lord is 
victorious through those who believe. Or to put it in simpler terms, God wins with losers. 
I think we’ll see this proven today not only in Mary’s life, but also in the Son to whom 
she gave birth.  
 
With that said, if you are able, please stand with me to honor the reading of God’s word. 
Today’s passage is Luke 1:26-38. If you’re using one of the Bibles in the chairs, you can 
find today’s Scripture passage on page 855. Hear the word of the Lord: 
 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
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favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. Luke 
1:26-38 

May the Word preached here today echo among the nations. You may be seated.  
 
Exposition 

 
When I lived in Africa, this was the most common story that everyone knew and 
believed, from the youngest child to the oldest elder:  
 

There once was a man who wanted to entertain God himself. So one day three 
visitors showed up at his house. The man immediately thought to himself, “Like 
Abraham, God has sent these visitors to me!” and he invited them in. One of the 
visitors then instructed the man to kill his son, cook him, and serve him as a 
meal. Again, the man thought to himself, “Like Abraham, God is testing me with 
the sacrifice of my son,” so the man killed his son, cooked him, and served him to 
the visitors. One of the visitors then instructed the man to take the first bite, and 
when the man took a bite of his own son, the three visitors revealed themselves 
as Satan and two archdemons. The man immediately went crazy and became a 
cannibal. He ran into his village and killed and ate all 78 of his neighbors. He 
then headed to the next closest village to do the same. Along the way he 
encountered a leper. Lepers, if you didn’t know, aren’t tasty to eat, so the man 
didn’t attack him. But as he passed by the leper begged the man for water. The 
man refused. The leper asked again, this time begging in the name of the Trinity, 
the highest appeal he could make. But the man still refused. Finally, in 
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desperation the leper asked for just two drops of water in the name of the Holy 
Virgin Mary. Somehow, the name of Mary got through the rage of the man, and 
he gave the two drops of water to the leper and continued on his way. At that 
time, God struck him dead. The man immediately found himself standing before 
God’s judgment seat, and the angel Michael was holding the divine scales of 
justice, weighing the good and bad deeds of the man. On one side of the scales 
were the 78 skulls of the people he had killed and eaten, and on the other side 
were the two drops of water he had given the leper. Obviously, 78 skulls weigh 
more than two drops of water, so the man was condemned to hell. But suddenly, 
a shadow passed over the two drops of water on the scale, and they began to 
outweigh the skulls. The shadow was coming from the hand of the Holy Virgin 
Mary, who has been given what is called the “Covenant of Mercy”. And because 
the two drops of water were given in her name, she chose to have mercy on the 
man. The scales tipped in the other direction, and the man was ushered into 
heaven praising Mary for her great mercy. 

 
What a way to kick off a sermon, right! Whew, feels like you need a smoke break after 
listening to that story. There’s a lot going on there. The reason why I told it is because I 
think it showcases the height of how wrong our world gets Mary, and thus how wrong 
our world gets Jesus Christ.  
 
Mary is probably the most revered woman in the world. Among millions of deeply 
religious people she is held practically higher than Jesus himself. Now, she might not be 
considered technically at the top of the divine chain of command, but as the story shows 
us, she’s the one to go to, the one in whom you put your hope, and thus the one you 
adore. In other words, she’s seen as a mediator, a go-between, a person who brings 
peace between two parties who are in conflict which each other.  
 
I think there are several reasons for this, but one of the most common is that God can 
feel really distant and intangible; but Mary, Mary we can relate to. I mean, what can be 
more tangible, more comforting from a distant or intimidating father, than a mother’s 
love? But the Bible tells us this: 
 
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 
time. 1 Timothy 2:5-6 
 
All that we rightly long for in a mediator who can make peace between us and God, we 
wrongly look for in Mary. For there is only one mediator and, amazingly, God provided it 
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himself when he himself came near and tangible in his Son Jesus. If you’ve been 
around Protestant churches at all, you’re probably familiar with this. In fact, in the United 
States Protestants often use this truth as our primary ammunition for hating on 
Catholics. But in so doing it’s easy to overcorrect by downplaying Mary and the amazing 
example she is to us as one who wasn’t just pregnant with our Savior, but pregnant with 
a deep awareness of her need for that Savior.   1

 
So for both Protestants and Catholics to be led to that Savior through Mary’s example, 
we have to see her for who she was. We are told of her, 
 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin's name was Mary. Luke 1:26-27 

That’s all Luke gives us about the mother of the Son of God. See anything 
extraordinary? I mean, you’d think that this most sacred of tasks would be vetted in 
such a way that God would choose the wisest, most proven mother on the planet. 
Instead, he selects one who has no clue how to be a mother--because she’s never been 
one! Mary, we are told, was a virgin. This means not just that Mary had never had sex, 
but that she could have been as young as age twelve (though Luke doesn’t give her 
exact age).  To put that in perspective, we’re potentially talking about a middle school 2

girl.  

Youth who are here today, I know it’s easy to zone out when I’m up here talking, but 
today is a day I would really pay attention. I remember being your age in church and 
saying to myself, “I’ll get serious about this when I get older.” But here is a story of 
someone close to your age who didn’t wait around until she had more life experience or 
more wisdom. She lacked it and still responded to God.  

Mary not only lacked the wisdom we would expect, but also the power. In this world you 
don’t just let kings walk around--they have to have bodyguards and fortresses and 
bulletproof glass, protection from their enemies. And Jesus, the Bible tells us, was the 
Kings of kings.  That meant he needed greater protection than any king in the world, 3

because his enemies would be worse than any enemies in the world. Could Mary 
handle that?  

Let’s see, being betrothed was legally binding, but it wasn’t quite full-on marriage. So 
becoming pregnant while being betrothed could be taken as sexual unfaithfulness, and 

1 Richard Bauckham, Gospel Women: Studies of the Named Women in the Gospels, 55 
2 Darrell L. Bock, Luke, Volume 1: 1:1-9:50 , 107 
3 Revelation 17:14; 19:16 
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the Old Testament law considered that grounds for being stoned to death.  Protect 4

Jesus? How would Mary even make it to his birth?!  

But she not only lacked wisdom and power, but also a noble birth. Mary was from 
Nazareth, in other words, the middle of nowhere. That’s probably why Luke described 
Nazareth as “a city of Galilee,” because it was so small and unknown.  Later, this would 5

be one of the reasons people were unimpressed with Jesus; even one of his own 
disciples is recorded as saying, “Nazareth? Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  6

And when people would see that a young pregnant girl had come out of Nazareth--out 
of wedlock--then not only would her birth be scorned, but more importantly, the birth of 
her Son. Without a doubt, he would be despised as a bastard child. Do you see how 
scandalous that is? Why would God do this? Why would he choose a girl who was 
foolish, weak, and despised? A nobody from nowhere with nothing to offer?  

Later in the Bible, Paul gives us a clear answer, and also reminds us to apply the same 
reality to ourselves: 

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose 
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that 
are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us 
wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 1 Corinthians 
1:26-30 

Let’s consider our calling, brothers and sisters! How many of us became Christians 
because we impressed God, because we had a lot to offer, because we qualified? 
Qualified people don’t need grace.  

Let me ask you, have you ever been astonished that you’re a Christian? Blown away 
that, of all people, God chose someone like you to be made safe in Christ? Tim Keller 
says that  

If you think Christianity is mainly going to church, believing a certain creed, and 
living a certain kind of life, then there will be no note of wonder and surprise 
about the fact that you are a believer. If someone asks you, ‘Are you a Christian? 
you will say, ‘Of course I am! It’s hard work but I’m doing it…’ Christianity is, in 

4 Leon Morris, Luke: An Introduction and Commentary, 89; Deuteronomy 22:23-24 
5 Bock, 106; Morris, 89 
6 John 1:46 
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this view, something done by you— and so there’s no astonishment about being 
a Christian. However, if Christianity is something done for you, and to you, and in 
you, then there is a constant note of surprise and wonder.”   7

Me?! Really God, me?! Thank you! This is what causes arms to raise and hands to clap. 

And this is true because God wins with losers like Mary. Consider her calling here, 
especially in comparison to Zechariah’s--it doesn’t come in the great city of God, not in 
a public worship service in the holiest of places on earth, not after a lifetime of priestly 
training and service, but in a village to a lone girl around the age of thirteen.  It’s this 8

lowly setting in which the angel  

28 came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she 
was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. Luke 1:28-29 

The angel’s greeting to Mary isn’t about the setting but the saying . It’s dripping with 
grace. He calls her “favored one” and exclaims “the Lord is with you!” Both of these 
reflect some serious privileges: the very attention and presence of God.   9

And here’s why it’s dripping with grace--the angel doesn’t give any reason for such 
privileges.  Thus, Mary is “greatly troubled,” she’s perplexed, she cannot for the life of 10

her figure out why she would be favored, why the Lord would be with her--she’s just 
Mary.  This isn’t some sort of false humility, the kind where you receive an unexpected 11

compliment and downplay it to appear humble (which we all do because of the pressure 
we put on ourselves in the church to appear humble). What we seem to be seeing in 
Mary is actual  humility, not thinking of herself as less than she is, nor as more than she 
is, but thinking of herself as she is.   12

And here we begin to see the work God has already been doing in this girl to meet his 
upside down qualifications. How was Mary fit for the task? It’s pictured in the lyrics of 
this old hymn: 

All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him  13

7 Tim Keller, Hidden Christmas: The Surprising Truth Behind the Birth of Christ, 89 
8 Bock, 107 
9 Bock, 109 
10 Morris, 89 
11 Bock, 110 
12 Todd Wilson, “Mr. Milquetoast and Other Misconceptions About Humility,” 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/mr-milquetoast-and-other-misconceptions-about-humility/ 
13 Joseph Hart, “Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy,” 
https://sojournmusic.bandcamp.com/track/come-ye-sinners 
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Here is Mary’s qualification; here’s how God vetted her for the job. It wasn’t “Mary did 
you know?”--no, (for the last time) she didn’t know! She didn’t understand all the 
implications of Gabriel’s announcement. This is where we can easily read our 
knowledge into Mary’s situation because we know the full story. She wasn’t ready 
because she knew everything God would do--she was ready because she felt how 
much she needed him.  

And when that happens, Mary’s story shows us what will come next: 

 
30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Luke 1:30-33 

Ok, so maybe you won’t become pregnant with a son named Jesus. Mary was 
experiencing the Incarnation, the one-time enfleshing of God as a man. But because the 
Son of God was literally formed in Mary and brought into the world to live, die, and rise 
again, that means that when we see our need and give in to God’s grace when he calls, 
then the Son of God will be formed in us too.  

This Son who has been cried out for since Eve took a bite of the fruit God commanded 
her not to eat.  Eve, who was there when God guaranteed the serpent that Eve’s 14

offspring would one day crush his lying head. Mary stands and brings comfort to 
Eve--and to all of us--as she points to the child in her womb and says, ‘He’s here!’ Just 
as we sing, “The hopes and fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight”--all the past 
and all the future converges in this one Son in Mary’s womb, and when any loser 
believes in him, he converges in you .  
How will this be? Mary asks the same question: 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel 
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 
And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is 
the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” Luke 1:34-37 

14 Genesis 3:15 
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Mary asked a great question. How can a virgin become pregnant? Now, this is not 
coming from a heart hardened with doubt like Zechariah. This appears to be be a 
genuine inquiry, a seeking that comes from a heart melted down and lowly.  She 15

seems to be tracking with Gabriel enough to understand that this pregnancy wasn’t 
waiting until she got married.   16

The answer shows just how different this Son was to be. He would not be the son of 
Joseph. He would not be conceived with the same fatal disease as every man and 
woman since Adam and Eve, the disease of sin. He would be the Son of God himself.  

And the angel says that this will happen in a tender but glorious way. There are special 
instances throughout the Bible where it describes God’s glory coming down like a cloud 
that overshadows his people: like when God’s presence enters the Jewish tabernacle,  17

and when Jesus is transfigured before Peter and John.  This is the same description 18

given for how Mary will become pregnant. It’s not a sexual reference. It’s a glorious 
reference--God’s presence falling before his people.  And, mind you, God’s presence 19

falling on a loser like Mary.  

And this is a foretaste of what takes place in losers like us when we believe. We see our 
need. We believe God has provided. And ordinary meets extraordinary as the glory of 
God’s presence comes to dwell in us.  
 
38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from her. Luke 1:38 

Does anyone see the miraculous here? Not just in Jesus but in Mary. The call to 
surrender “is the most radically countercultural thing possible in [a] Western world that 
values personal autonomy over all things.”  And here we might be tempted again to 20

glorify Mary, to say to Jesus just as one person did later in his life, “Blessed is the womb 
that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!” But Jesus would respond to us 
now just as he did then, saying, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God 
and keep it!”   21

 
So do you hear this word this morning? Pictured not just in a loser like Mary, but in a 
loser like Jesus. This Jesus who faced the weight of the weight of the world and the 

15 Keller, 83 
16 Morris, 90 
17 Exodus 40:34-35 
18 Luke 9:34 
19 Bock, 122 
20 Keller, 94-95 
21 Luke 11:27-28 
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wrath of God, a cup he begged to pass from him, yet still said, “not my will, but yours, 
be done” --or in other words, ‘let it be to me according to your word.” This is how God 22

wins with losers: his gloriously only Son became a loser for us.   23

  
Conclusion 
 
This is what we remember each week when we come to this table. On the night he was 
betrayed, when he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it, broke it and gave it to his 
disciples and said to them, “This is my body, which is broken for you; eat this in 
remembrance of me.” He also took a cup of wine, and after blessing it, gave it to his 
disciples and said, “This cup is the new covenant marked by the shedding of my blood. 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink from this cup, you announce the Lord’s 
death until he returns.” We are announcing that Jesus Christ was willing to lose 

everything so that we might gain everything.  

 
Our tradition here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip it 
in the juice. There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available to 
my left, your right. If you’re a baptized believer, come and remember what Jesus has 
done for you. If you’re a believer but not yet baptized, let us know so we can help 
prepare you for baptism and communion. If you’re not a Christian, this sacred symbol is 
not for you, but rather than taking communion, we encourage you to take Christ. He has 
made himself available to you this very moment. There will be pastors in the back and 
people to pray with you on the sides. Let’s pray. 
 
  

22 Luke 22:42 
23 Keller, 98 
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