
Jesus First: The Seven I AM Statements of Christ 
I AM: Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life 

John 11:1-44 

Introduction 

Life is full of contradictions. For example, consider these: the cat person vs. the dog 
person; the always-early person vs. the always-late person; the morning person vs. the 
night person; the mac person vs. the pc person; and the Cats fan vs. the Cards fan. 
These are diverging realities that we have to learn to live with. 

Today, as we continue through our series on the I AM statements of Jesus, we arrive at 
his famous words, “I AM the resurrection and the life.” In using this series to consider 
Jesus as our “senior pastor” so to speak, we might be tempted to think a leader like 
Jesus would guide us into the land of no surprises, where everything always fits 
together just right. Yet one author warns us, “If Jesus doesn’t surprise you, then you 
haven’t met him yet” (Edward T. Welch, 32). So in the next few moments we are going 
to consider four seeming contradictions in this story, and marvel together over Jesus, 
the only one who can bring such contradictions together and make sense of them. 

Today’s passage is John 11:1-44, and since it is so long I am going to read it in sections 
as we go rather than making you stand. May the Word preached here today echo 
among the nations. 

Exposition 

In the Gospel of John the author includes seven amazing signs that reveal the glory of 
Jesus. Today’s story is the final and greatest of the seven signs: the raising of a man 
named Lazarus from the dead. We pick up the story in John 11:1: 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, 
whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you 
love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is 
for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus[a] was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the 
disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were 
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just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, 
because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, 
because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, 
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, 
but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” John 11:1-16 

What we have here is a rare glimpse into what must have been one of Jesus’ close 
friendships (D.A. Carson, 406). We know this because the passage describes Lazarus as 
“the one whom [Jesus] loved” (v. 3). It also makes sense because why else would 
Lazarus’ sisters, Martha and Mary, send for Jesus and expect him to drop everything and 
come—especially when they’re in the town of Bethany, which was only two miles from 
Jerusalem, a place where there was pretty much a bounty for Jesus’ head? These guys 
were tight! So we read this,  

Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So, when he heard that Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. John 11:5-6 

This brings us to our first kind of contradiction that Jesus resolves: the contradiction 
between love and passivity. 

I. Jesus Resolves the Contradiction Between Love and Passivity 

The first statement we read in verse 5 says that Jesus loved Martha and Mary and 
Lazarus. The statement that followed that in verse 6 says that Jesus thus stayed two 
days longer in the place where he was. What?! How can both those things be true?  I 
was raised on the idea that “actions speak louder than words”. Jesus, you can say that 
you love your friends, but your actions of just lounging where you are for two more days 
says otherwise. Jesus, do you actively care, or are you just passive?  
Two days later Jesus does decide to go to Lazarus—and get this—he knew that Lazarus 
had already died before he even left. He says this to his disciples, 

“Lazarus has died, and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” John 11:14-15 
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Picture yourself among the disciples in that moment. You look at the guy next to you 
and whisper, “Did he just say, ‘Lazarus has died…and I am glad’?” (vv. 14-15) This is 
meant to baffle us the same way it did the disciples (Leon Morris, 483). And if we’re 
honest, all of us here, regardless of whether we’ve been walking with Jesus for years or 
are only starting to get to know him, we have experienced the seeming contradiction of 
Jesus promising to love us and yet being passively far away at times when we need him 
most. Perhaps you experienced when a child that you’ve longed and prayed for was 
miscarried, or when a deep sense of calling keeps being met with closed doors, or 
when a severe time of need came and nobody showed up for you. 

But what appears at first glance to be passive inaction in the story is actually the most 
caring thing Jesus could have done. He says in verse 11: “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I go to awaken him.” Although this is confusing to the disciples, we know 
from the wider story that Jesus is referring to raising Lazarus from the dead. Had he left 
immediately to see Lazarus, he may not have been able to raise him from the dead. And 
what was more important to Jesus than the momentary contradiction was obeying the 
Father’s will, which was to reveal Jesus’ glory and help the disciples and Mary and 
Martha and Lazarus to trust him (D.A. Carson, 410-411). In fact, when Jesus says “that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it,” it doesn’t carry the meaning of ‘so that he 
may be praised’ but ‘in order that his glory may be revealed’ (D.A. Carson, 406). 

Perhaps, that is just what Jesus is doing in your moments of contradiction; the bullet 
holes of life that cause faith to drain out of your soul. He wants to reveal his glory to you, 
but it’s going to take some kind of death. And he loves you enough to require that 
death for your greater good. What could be greater than fulfilling your desire for a really 
good thing like a child or a calling or relief from hurt? It’s that 

the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it 
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 1:7 

Now, we can agree to this in our minds as we’re sitting in the calm of this moment. But 
it’s the hidden, mysterious nature of it that leads us into subtle unbelief. Rising from the 
dead is abstract—you can’t touch it. When Katie and I had a miscarriage we could 
cognitively understand that God was still good and our son was with him in heaven, but 
what whispered in the night was ‘Why would a sovereign God allow this to happen? 
How can we trust him with another child?’ It’s this tension that brings us to the next 
seeming contradiction in the story. 
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II. Jesus Resolves the Contradiction Between Abstract and Personal 

Beginning in verse 17 we read, 

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the 
house. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that 
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 
coming into the world.” John 11:17-27 

As Jesus finally arrives at his friends’ village, the sting of death and loss is everywhere. In 
first century Palestine, like many places still around the world today, funerals are long 
communal events marked primarily by shrill wailing that can be heard throughout a 
neighborhood. As this sorrow collides with the composure of Jesus, we literally hear the 
tension in Martha’s words, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died” (v. 21). Hear the inference: ‘Where were you? Why didn’t you come? Now he is 
dead.’  

Have you been there? 

Martha goes on to say, “But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will 
give you” (v. 22). Some have taken this to mean that Martha still had so much faith that 
she believed Jesus could raise Lazarus from the dead. But that’s not quite what the text 
says, and it definitely doesn’t seem to be the case when later in verse 39 she objects to 
Jesus rolling the stone away from Lazarus’ tomb (D.A. Carson, 412). At this point they 
had no category for Jesus raising someone from the dead.  

Throughout John’s Gospel “Jesus [had repeatedly mentioned] resurrection on the last 
day (5:21, 25-29; 6:39-40). In this he has been in line with mainstream Judaism. But these 
references [had] also insisted that he alone…would raise the dead on the last 
day...Jesus' concern is to divert Martha's focus from an abstract belief in [rising from the 
dead], to a personalized belief in him who alone can provide it" (D.A. Carson, 412). 
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This is the second contradiction we’ve been building up to: the contradiction between 
abstract and personal. Abstract basically means ‘difficult to understand’; while personal 
is something real to you. Christianity is often presented as agreeing to certain abstract 
beliefs, primarily, if you believe in Jesus Christ he will give you eternal life. And that’s 
amazingly true. But it is so abstract. Anyone here know what it’s like to rise from the 
dead? Anyone who’s experienced stepping into eternity? Sure, live for it; long for it. But 
you’re still right here, right now. That’s why Jesus gets so personal. He says to Martha,  

I am the resurrection and the life. John 11:25 

This is a complementary phrase. ‘resurrection’ refers to coming back to life when you 
physically die; ‘life’ refers to taking on a kind of life the moment you believe that means 
you will never die; it’s immediate; it’s tangible (D.A. Carson, 412). Put those two realities 
together in the Person of Jesus Christ.  

III. Jesus Resolves the Contradiction Between Grief and Anger 

This brings us to our third observation in this passage. Jesus not only resolves the 
contradiction between love and passivity, and what is abstract and personal, but he also 
resolves the contradiction between grief and anger. We read this beginning in verse 28: 

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and 
went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and 
saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And 
he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus 
wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?” 
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
against it. John 11:28-38 

In this scene Jesus is suddenly surrounded by dark cloud of mourning for Lazarus. And 
something happens that has drawn people to Jesus ever since: he weeps. Even if he did 
nothing else, what person in history who has claimed to be God or been put forward as 

!5

https://www.amazon.com/Gospel-according-Pillar-Testament-Commentary-ebook/dp/B0026IUOZU/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1498196318&sr=8-1&keywords=the+gospel+according+to+john+da+carson


a god do you see willing to enter into the sorrows of people? And yet when we consider 
why he was weeping, we may be drawn to him even more.  
There is much debate over this, and so when we have a question about the Bible, where 
do we get the answer? The Bible! The text says that Jesus was “deeply moved in his 
spirit” (v. 33), a phrase which reflects grief. And that makes sense, he is surrounded by 
grief over death, the death of his own friend. More than that, Jesus was life itself; he 
would soon lay down his own life to defeat it—he was more than acquainted with it and 
it’s evil affects. So it grieved him. 

 Yet the text also reads that Jesus was “greatly troubled” (v. 33). This word refers to a 
loud, inarticulate snort, and is commonly used to describe the snorting of a horse. 
When used in reference to people it typically means anger (Leon Morris, 493). Why 
would Jesus be angry? He was not only surrounded by grief, but also unbelief. Even 
though people said they believed in resurrection, they were grieving as though they 
had no hope:  

But some of them [even] said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
also have kept this man from dying?” 

This was the kind of doubt and distrust of God that led Adam and Eve to turn from God 
in the first place! The distrust that led to his dead friend rotting four days in a grave. Of 
course he was angry! 

For us, grief and anger are two things that don’t go together. I don’t show up at a 
funeral with great compassion and then snort and leave when the family starts crying. 
But for God, the world that is raging against him, distrusting his goodness that is clearly 
on display, suppressing the truth about him, trampling on the sacrifice of his own Son, it 
is this same world of wrath that is the object of his love. What a contradiction! And yet it 
is resolved in Jesus Christ. We see it, probably without realizing it, in the most popular 
verse in the Bible: 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 

Do you see it? Better yet, do you see him? Do you see him in your life, standing in the 
midst of your moments of sorrow and distrust? Do you see him laying down his life for 
you, despite what you’ve done, or what you haven’t done? Do you see him offering you 
life after death, but even more relevant to you, life right now? What is obscuring him 
from your sight today? What hesitations bubble up in your heart? Hear him say to you,  
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“Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” John 11:40 

Conclusion 

The invitation for you this morning, Christian, is to come to the table and see him, hear 
him again. On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing 
it, broke it and gave it to his disciples and said to them, “This is my body, which is 
broken for you; eat this in remembrance of me.” He also took a cup of wine, and after 
blessing it, gave it to his disciples and said, “This cup is the new covenant marked by 
the shedding of my blood. For as often as you eat this bread and drink from this cup, 
you announce the Lord’s death until he returns.” We are announcing that Jesus Christ 
is the Resurrection and the Life.  

Our tradition here at Antioch is to come forward and break off a piece of bread and dip 
it in the juice. There will be stations here in the front; gluten-free bread will be available 
to my left, your right.  

If you’re not a Christian yet, the invitation for you this morning, is to come to Christ 
himself. You see, Jesus went on in the story and raised his friend Lazarus from the dead. 
But Lazarus would someday die again. Jesus himself, after dying on the cross for you, 
rose from the dead, never to die again. That’s the fourth contradiction. We don’t need a 
resuscitation. We need a resurrection. We don’t need a temporary fix, but an eternal 
solution. Jesus lives today, and he lives so that you too may rise from the dead. There 
will be pastors in the back and people to pray with you on the sides. Let’s pray. 

!7


